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''WESTWARD DO IN '49"
PART IV Conclusion
by Thomas S. Wylly

Sometimes a regular professional gentleman, who could read the
backs of the cards as well as the face and stack them about as fast as
he cou ld shuffle them, would slip in disguised as a miner, and before
he was discovered would gather in most of the loose money of the
crowd. But it was unhealthy for him to slip away before the miners
discovered that they had a wolf in sheep's clothing among them.
The incident that I started to relate took place after the episode of
the strap and at night when the saloon was full of its usual crowd of
miners, each busy trying in an amiable and legitimate way to gather
to himself such of the loose fund s of his neighbors as could, with the
assistance of three jacks. four queens, a brazen bluff or some such
delusive means be persuaded to come his way. when someone
noticed a neglected looking stranger sitting all alone, and in the spirit
of Christian charity inquired if he would like to take a hand. He
modestly admitted that he would like to. and going over to the bar
laid a rather plethoric looking bag on the scales, which the bar
keeper, having first opened and looked into, weighed carefully and
announced as just six hundred dollars. Resuming his bag and seating
himself. he placed it on the table at his right hand, and was prepared
for social enjoyment with a credit of just six hundred dollars
e stablished. This weighing and placing on the table was an absolutely
necessary preliminary to all play at that time .
Our friend having seated himself and established his credit, soon
showed that he was a high player, but luck was not with him and one
hundred dollars worth of chips after another melted away until his six
hundred dollars were all gone. when taking a rather smaller bag from
his pocket he remarked that he was not broke yet, and calling to the
barkeeper that he would be there to weigh his second bag in a minute
or two. he stepped for a minute or two out of the door. As he left his
six hundred dollar bag on the table no one noticed his going out, but
when ten minutes passed and he did not return, men began to
wonder. and all of a sudden the men who had won his money thought
they would examine it, and on opening the buckskin pouch they found
on top a thin layer of gold a little over a quarter of an inch thick, and
all the rest a black sand that is found with the gold, and is next
heaviest thing to be got hold of.
The indignation of those with whom he had been playing was great,
and if they could have laid hands on him he would have been roughly
handled. but he made his escape.
This was the first time I had seen or heard of this swindle, but it
was tried so often afterwards that the large gambling houses which
were most often victimized provided themselves with an instrument
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by which every bag of gold laid on their tables was sampled from top
to bottom before the owner commenced betting .
That the average miner was absolutely reckless and improvident
there can be no doubt, but bad in the proper sense of that word he
was not. Of course, there are exceptions to all rules . He worked hard
all day, made money fast, and spent it just as fast . He wasted little
thought on the future, blew his money with the simplicity of a child ,
thinking that when that was gone he would get more where that came
from. Of course, there were exceptions. Even in those early days
there were men in the country who were laying the foundation of their
colossal fortunes which they afterward perfected, but they were the
exceptions. The everyday neighbor that you met on every bar where
gold was dug was reckless and extravagant, but free and generous .
He might at night fleece you out of every cent you had at cards, and
maybe in a mild way cheat you in doing it, but knowingly he was not
going to let you suffer the next day, for so far as his purse went you
were his brother. Many were the noble and generous acts of this half
savage man . Half savage he certainly was, and how could he have
been otherwise?
During the whole time of my sojourn in the mining country I never
saw a woman, a preacher or as near as I can remember, a Sunday.
This last I am not so sure of, but I cannot remember seeing one, nor
do I mean that a woman could not be met in any of the small towns
scattered through the country, but I refer to the mining camps where
most of the miners lived. Preachers there may have been too, but if so
they were disguised as miners and had gone wild, and I did not
discover them, but of good Samaritans there were many hidden under
many a miner's shirt. 66
Neither was there law or lawyers, judge or juries, but public
opinion was judge and unerring justice was the result. It is true that
the pistol by your side was the only court of appeal, but use it not to
perpetrate injustice, or you would be quickly arraigned before
the avengers.
And now our little trio was broken into. We had been living and
working together in perfect harmony and getting on very nicely, but I
think George Farnham must have gotten tired of the heavy all day
work, for when the brothers Charlie and Peter proposed that he go to
work in their store, he agreed to do so. I do not know what they gave
him . but probably not more than five or six dollars a day and his
board. Both Ned and I tried to dissuade him from leaving us, as we
thought the chances in the mines better . But he went, and that left
only the two of us working together, and this partnership lasted until I
left California.
We worked along with varied success for some time when one day,
when staking off and opening a new claim we found we had struck, in
miner's parlance, "rich dirt," and in the evening we found we had
cleared over one hundred dollars, and of course were delighted and
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had visions of large sums coming in quickly. But the next morning we
had just commenced work when Peter came down and informed us
that we were working his claim . At first we demurred, but he
scratched at the corners and showed us four rather rotten stakes
about buried in the drift sand . As there was a most stringent
unwritten law among miners against knowingly jumping another's
claim . we had to move out . It looked alright, and yet we could not help
feeling a bit suspicious and uncertain about it, and certainly we
were disappointed .
While we were considering what to do next, and thinking about
staking off a new claim, Ned almost took my breath away with a
proposition. He said that Charlie and Peter were coining money and
giving the miners very small return for it, and that since Peter had
ousted us from our claim, we might just as well see if we could not cut
him out of some of the money he was getting out of the miners. He
suggested that if we put our money together, we could build a bigger
and better hotel than he and his brother had, and that if we did, he
would go to Sacramento City and bring all the goods we needed to
stock it. Ned felt the miners were thoroughly discontented with the
entertainment they were getting at the present establishment, and
we could simply take the whole trade of the creek .
Ned further told me, for the first time, that when he came to
California his father had sent him out to a large wholesale grocery
house, and that he had stayed with them a short time before coming
on to the mines, and when he left they told him that if he saw any
opening for the use of them he could get all the goods he wanted . So,
in short, he proposed that we build and open a hotel and grocery that
would throw the old affair in the shade and gather in the trade of the
creek . Of course, I was quite ready and we set to work to carry out our
plans . There was a little saw mill a few miles off so we went there,
and with the help of the mill man and his adivce about dimensions,
we soon made out a bill of lumber which he agreed to deliver at the
place we had chosen to put up our house.•'
This was on the same road that ran in front of our rival's saloon, but
about one hundred yards further up from the creek and on the
opposite side and on higher ground so that we, as it were, looked
down on him. The old establishment below us was three or four log
houses of different ages tacked together.'"
The dimensions of our main building was 26 by 45 feet . Almost the
whole of the lower story was one grand saloon. A partition cut off
about ten feet at one end where there was a little room for Ned and
me, and a little hallway from which the stairs ascended to the room
above. The upper story was to be sleeping quarters for the boarders,
but we put no partitions up there . Instead, there were tiers of bunks,
one above the other, all around the walls except where the windows
came in . Then there was a long shed room which ran the length of the
house behind which was partitioned off a kitchen and dining room.
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In a few days the mill man had delivered the lumber, the framing
all cut to required lengths. Then we hired two carpenters, and with
what we could do ourselves, and with any quantity of voluntary help
from the miners it was a very little time before our hotel was up, and
only wanted a stock of provisions for us to be ready to entertain any
number of boarders in first class style. Now it was up to Ned to
provide the groceries, and most lavishly he did it .
Our furniture was all home made; a long deal table to eat off and a
lot of little deal tables to sit by in the saloon and some chairs and
benches completed that.
And now it was time for Ned to go to Sacramento for our goods . I
asked him how he intended to make the trip, as it was some forty-five
or fifty miles. He gave me another surprise by telling me he was
going to ride his mule, an animal that up to that time I had never
heard of. but he said that somewhere nearby he had a mule, a saddle
and bridle and that he would go get him, and he not only did, but rode
away on him.
Ned was gone probably a week, and when he returned the stock of
groceries that he brought with him would have stocked a first class
hotel. I had at times in my life eaten as a great delicacy Stilton
cheese, but the idea of providing it as an every night food to miners
while they played cards and drank whiskey had not occurred to me .
But here it was, any number of them hermetically sealed up in tins,
and of the most delicious quality, together with quantities of tin cases
of delicate crackers and to match this, the most expensive wine s,
Scotch and Irish whiskey and Cherry brandy, all of the
best quality.
Under these circumstances it is no wonder that when we opened
up, our neighbors below us might just as well have closed. Night after
night they were tenantless and silent, while we would be packed with
miners from a little after dark until two o'clock in the morning. Our
goods simply flew, but a doubt sometimes came to my mind as to
whether we were getting back as much for them as they cost us. They
were all very high priced goods, and we were selling them at the
same price as our neighbors sold stuff that probably cost them
one-third as much, so although we had monopolized all the trade of
the place. I am not so sure that we were making our fortunes.
If our goods had been of a cheaper grade I think we would have
made money, for we would have gotten the patronage anyway, as
Peter was not popular, but as it was I felt a little uncertain . However,
I had gone into the thing and I was going to see it through . I was
having my fun anyway, for in spite of being up every night until one
or two o'clock I liked the excitement and sometimes when I gave
myself time to think, which I must confess was not often, I could not
help being a little afraid that I might get to liking it too much .
I was liked by the men generally, and I took my full share of
everything that was going on and all the fun and frolic appealed to
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me . Its roughness did not set me back any, and although I neither
drank nor gambled, in the correct meaning of these words, I do not
think that I deserved any credit for my abstemiousness; it was not the
result of any high moral standard, but of prudence and a little worldly
wisdom that I had picked up in this rough school. I never hesitated to
take a drink whenever I wished, but I knew full well when to stop and
never failed to do so.
Then about cards; I had learned in the same school how to take care
of myself. not by sharp practice for that I never learned, but by never
allowing myself to be caught by it and confining my playing to those
who I knew were as dull as myself. Still I realized that my love of
pleasure was an element of danger, and watched it accordingly.
My partner, Ned. was of a much safer disposition. Generous and
freehanded, I always found him also honorable and strictly straight in
all his dealings, his time instead of being given to amusement was
devoted strictly to his business. He never, under any circumstances,
took a drink or touched a card. With these characteristics coupled as
they were with an indomitable energy and a resourcefulness that I
have seldom seen equaled, he should, and I expect, and sincerely
hope . did meet with marked success and may now be one of the
wealthy of the land.
But to return to our hall of entertainment. for surely that was what
it was, collecting as it did in festive mood and on pleasure-bent the
elite . and in fact, the whole mining population of the creek to spend
the hours from dark till nearly dawn in high carouse, and still higher
play . where bags of gold were staked as freely as if the earth would
always yield them just as much as they could throw away, and where
the staple articles of food were Stilton cheese and good
Scotch whiskey ...
Under these circumstances it is not surprising that some lines of
our stock soon began to run low, and Ned had to make another trip to
Sacramento City . Of course, he carried such gold as we had taken in
to pay on our first lot of goods that had now, to a large extent, flowed
or otherwise disappeared down the throats of our numerous friends.
It is true that I gave the matter very little thought, as I was having a
good time, and very little else counted for much with me then. Still, I
could not help seeing that when we had weighed up all the gold we
had taken in for him to take down to pay our debts, that the amount
was inadequate to meet the requirements . However, Ned went
confidently on his mission and shortly returned with another lot, not
perhaps as grand as the first, but up to our requirements.
Our business flagged not at all and we were still going on with a
pretty high swing. and I was still having a fine time, when I received
the first mail I had got since leaving home about two years before .
All the happenings I have written about up to this time had taken
place within that time, and now I must beg my readers to ascribe the
many follies I have recounted to the fact that I was still nothing but a
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boy twenty years old.
Up to this time I had been so constantly on the move that there was
no possibility of my getting letters, but now being a prosperous hotel
and saloon keeper I took measures to get my mail. There was no
United States mail in that country at that time . It could only be got by
private mail express that brought mail to those who engaged them to
do so. and some time before I had given them an order to bring up
any mail that I might have in Sacramento or San Francisco ."'
Now my mail arrived, eight letters and one newspaper for which I
paid two dollars for each letter and one for the newspaper, in all
seventeen dollars for my mail. My letters were all from home, and
urged me to return . The newspaper was directed to me and had a
deeply lined paragraph from Mr. Hall McAllister of San Francisco
saying that if 1 saw it he would be obliged if I could communicate with
him. and come to see him, and that if anyone else saw it and knew of
my whereabouts, he would be much obliged if they would let
him know.
After reading my letters over carefully and considering the matter,
I came to the conclusion that the life I was leading, although pleasant
enough, was not exactly conducive to the attainment of the highest
moral or social existence, and that to cut it all, while the game was
still good. was the wisest plan, and I determined to do so.
I looked up Ned and told him that I wished to draw out of the
business, and that if he was willing to turn over to me the two
hundred dollars out of the gold we had on hand, which would enable
me to pay about one hundred dollars I still owed Hooker and leave
money enough to take me comfortably to San Francisco, I would turn
over to him all the rights I had in the property, also all my interests in
the business, he, of course, assuming all the responsibilities which I
knew were pretty large. He thought I was throwing away a good thing
and expressed perfect confidence in the business finally paying out.
He thought I would be very unwise to give it up, but at the same time
if I was determined to do so he was perfectly willing to accede to my
terms . We forthwith closed the bargain on this basis, and the next
morning he weighed me out the gold and became the sole proprietor
of the business, and I was once more footloose?'
The same day Ned went with me over to Hooker's camp, and I paid
him what I owed him and resumed possession of my watch which I
had insisted on his keeping until I paid him. Also I was anxious to
show my appreciation of his friendship and of the many kindnesses I
had received from him, so I made him a present of my double
barreled gun as I knew he had used her a great deal and liked her,
and I was glad to leave her with him as a little testimonial of my
regard. When I first met him it was not long after I had started across
the plains, and I was an inexperienced and rather willful boy among
utter strangers, and he was a man of mature age and good judgment,
yet from the first he had given me his friendship and proved it
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many times."
The route which I had fixed on in my mind for my return trip was
about the only feasible one open at this time of the year, or at least
the only one in common use, that was via Panama and Chagres to the
United States . But as things turned out I lived up to my past record of
leaving the old, much traveled route when not half through, and
striking out on a new and almost unused one, and one much more
interesting and adventurous than the one I had left. But enough of
this until I reach it duly in my narrative of events as they transpired.
After leaving Hooker I returned with Ned to our old quarters where
I spent a couple of days taking leave of my old mining friends in the
most loving and pathetic of partings. One big-hearted miner said he
had been a long time planning to see "Frisco" and, having a little
blowout there and insisted on going with me that far, which he not
only did, but went with me to Mr. McAllister's office where I am
afraid he gave the old gentleman a rather lurid idea of the company I
had been keeping.
Although rough, these miners were good and true friends, and with
a sincerity not always found in the more polished walks of life. On my
leaving almost every miner on our part of the creek had a little nugget
of pure gold for me that I was to take home and keep as a memento of
my life at the mines. Ned gave me quite a handsome one shaped like
a bird's egg and weighing between two and three ounces. I believe I
have not mentioned before that the price of gold in California at that
time, and the rate at which it passed current everywhere was sixteen
dollars to the ounce .
I am sorry to say that my numerous nuggets, both small and great
that I was to take home as mementoes, were all left with the people of
Central America who made it their business to be hospitable and
genial to Americans who had a little gold along; even the dear little
senoritas were not insensible to their admiration. As to the wild man
of the mines, who had not seen a woman since he left the States, he
was more than appreciative of the alluring charms of these
brunette beauties .
When I left the creek I got passage on a wagon to Sacramento City,
and from there by steamer down the river to San Francisco. The day
after my arrival I called on Mr. Hall McAllister and drew five hundred
dollars to pay my way home.
I found several vessels, barques and ships, advertising for
passengers to Panama and all promising hotel fare and quick
passage, and as the rush of homeward bound travel was now very
large, they were all getting their full complement of passengers. My
old mining friend and I visited each one that we heard of as
advertising for the voyage, and he questioned the Captain or officer
in charge of each most closely on all subjects pertaining to his vessel,
of which he knew as much as a goat knows about Sunday.
We finally selected a barque of two thousand tons. The Captain
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was a weather-beaten old sailor, I think a Norwegian, and had very
little to say. The first mate was an American and very voluble. He told
us that all the berths in the cabin were already taken, but that the
hold immediately under the upper deck was fitted up as a cabin, and
he showed us down into it. It was arranged with tiers of berths on
both sides from stem to stern , with a table down the middle nearly all
the way. We were assured that the fare would be first class, that our
vessel was a very fast sailer, and that we could depend upon being
landed in Panama within thirty days from weighing anchor in San
Francisco . These assurances, together with the fact that she was the
only ship ready to sail, and about to do so, settled the matter, and I
paid my hundred dollars and had my name written on the front of one
of the shelve s on her starboard side near midships. And I believe
every shelf had an occupant as she sailed with over three
hundred passengers."
By daylight next morning we were under way. I was figuring on
getting home in about forty -five or fifty days. We had not been at sea
many days before it gradually developed that our barque was not the
fastest ship on the Pacific Ocean, and it leaked out from some of the
sailors that she was of very mature age . Still we sailed along
comfortably enough, and as I was never seasick and lived mostly on
deck I enjoyed being on the water with its bracing salt breeze. Even
down below it was not as bad as might be expected. The floor or deck
underneath was kept very clean and as the weather was generally fine
the hatches were all kept open and generally there were wind sails
sending drafts of fresh air down below.
It was not many days out before most of our passengers were
getting over their generous disposition to contribute all their own
food to the feedin g of a school of hungry fishes, and getting into a
more healthy state of mind and acquiring a genuine sea air appetite,
were holding fast to every morsel of food they could get. And in stead
of continuing their concern for the poor hungry fishes were, with
hardened hearts, taking pleasure in watching the fish chasing and
eating each other, and giving very little thought to the similitude
between the fi sh in his element where the big devoured the little, and
man in his . who was figuratively doing the same thing.
With reviving health and appetites we soon had reviving spirit s,
and very soon we had a rough but friendly familiarity established
among our three hundred passengers. Still, when day after day had to
be passed in absolute idleness, time sometimes hung heavily on
our hands . A good many of us had, however, brought a few books
which were freely loaned and exchanged so that we could generally
find something to read, and some of us spent considerable time in this
way . Some amused themselves in one way and some in another.
There was considerable rough play, and a few spent a good deal of
their time playing cards, but they were not many. The reckless spirit
that pervaded in California was left behind . All knew that if they

334

threw away what they had with them, there was no place where a few
day's hard work would again place them in funds .
And let me state here that I am of the opinion that only a very small
portion of our three hundred passengers were taking home any large
quantity of gold. At this early date when each miner was working for
himself and doing only one man's work, the big strikes in the mines
were not numerous, and the percentage that were making fortunes
was not large. Nearly anyone could make going wages, but the cost of
living was very high . Still, with patient industry and frugality they
might hope within a reasonable time to accumulate something and
finally to secure a competence, but the man who went to California in
that first rush did not go with any such views. They expected to
accumulate fortunes quickly, and when they realized that they were
likely to be disappointed , removed as it were from all the usual
restraints of civilized life, and utterly cut off from all feminine
influence, a spirit of "Devil may care" recklessness took possession
of many of those who had crossed the plains with such high hopes.
There was a class of California emigrants made of firmer fiber who,
with bulldog tenacity held on, determined to make a fortune, and no
doubt some did. Still, the large fortunes that were made in California
were made after capital and machinery began to develop the mines.
And now to return to our ship and her progress. We lost sight of
land the second day after leaving San Francisco, and gradually the
thirty days that were to take us to Panama were used up and still we
saw no land, but as we knew nothing of where we were we supposed
we were drawing very near and each day expected to see Panama
loom in sight. But as day after day passed with no glimpse of
anything but unlimited ocean, disappointment began to show itself on
many faces. Watching the dolphin chase the flying fish lost its
interest to them, and even a large school of Grampus that rolled along
by the side of our ship one day created only a temporary interest in
them . About this time we witnessed our first burial at sea. One of our
passengers . who had been sick ever since he came on board died, and
of course was buried in the usual way. Still the ceremony was new to
all of us and I think a little depressing to some.
Shortly before this I had made the acquaintance of the first
Georgian I had met since leaving home, and the first person of any
kind who knew, or even had ever heard of anyone related to me. He
was Mr. Frank McCarthy of Milledgeville, Georgia and knew of
several of my uncles, and also knew of my father's family and who
they were . Of course , it was a great pleasure to meet anyone who had
any knowledge of people and things that had been so completely left
out of my life since leaving home, and Frank McCarthy and I soon
formed quite an intimacy. Although he was a professional Faro dealer
he was absolutely straight and honorable in all his dealings.
He introduced me to his brother Charles McCarthy, a man
evidently older than himself, and who had but one arm . Charles
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McCarthy was a widower and had with him two sons of I should think
about six and eight years . And most incredible to tell he had two
young negro men about twenty years of age whom he had taken to
California to dig gold, and who having been with him in the mines
were now quietly returning with him to Georgia. I understood that he
had taken out four; two had left him. Charles McCarthy, although
always friendly and most obliging was a very reticent man, and I
never learned much about him. Whether he had taken out these
negros under any special arrangement, such as getting a part of their
earnings, or any other understanding I do not know, but they were
coming along home with him and they waited on him and Frank, and
after I joined them they waited on the three of us just as well and as
respectfully as they would have done in Georgia. 74
Now time was extending itself along; thirty days ran into forty and
then into fifty and still no sight of land, and it began to be whispered
that water was running low . These reports always leaked out from the
sailors . On the fifty-eighth day out we once more sighted land, but
great was our consternation on learning that in stead of its being near
Panama. that the mountains we were looking at were several hundred
miles north of that place, and that we were making for a port in
Central America called Realajo to take on a fresh supply of water. I
think it was the second or third day after sighting land that we
dropped anchor in the port of Realajo .
And here about thirty of her passengers left the ship. Among them
were the two McCarthys, their children, their negroes, and myself.
The port in which our ship anchored was a bay or sound, with no
human habitation visible anywhere, but the Captain had the boats
launched and took those who wished to leave the ship up a small river
to the town of Realajo, where once more our feet were on terra-firma.
There were no other vessels in port, but we found some six or eight
Americans there. What they were doing or what their business was I
have no idea, but they were considerably in evidence at a Fandango
that night ."
On my way up the river to Realajo I remember getting my first
sight of that famed Spanish delicacy, the iguana. He was lying on a
log near the bank sunning himself, and I cannot say that he looked
inviting . I am inclined to think it would have required considerable
hunger to induce me to eat him . Still, all the se things are prejudice,
and some of the things that we eat as delicacies would look to the
uninitiated just as unappetizing. For in stance, the famous diamond
back terrapin is not a beauty, the soft shell turtle is positively ugly,
and the alligator, which when properly prepared is better than either,
is more hideous than the Spanish American big lizzard.
We knew before landing that there was a route which, although but
little used, could still be traveled from Realajo via Leon and several
other towns to Granada on Lake Nicaragua, and by it and the San
Juan River to Greytown, or San Juan del Norte as it is sometimes
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called . on the Gulf of Mexico. There had been an attempt made to
divert a portion of the stream of travel that was flowing steadily from
both directions across the isthmus of Darien to Panama, but the
attempt had been an utter failure on account of the route via
Nicaragua being both long and tedious, whereas the distance across
the isthmus was very short.
The very fact of having to travel for a considerable distance through
a populous and beautiful portion of Central America, far from being a
drawback in my mind, was with me one of the principal inducements
for wishing to leave the ship and take this route, and the enjoyment
and pleasure of this trip far surpassed my most sanguine
expectations . I had expected pleasure in traveling through Central
America , but I had no conception of the delightful picnic in store
for me.
After having been shut up for sixty days on shipboard we were
ashore on this land of tropical ease, tropical fruits and tropical people
with easy dress and easy manners, and all disposed to be kind to and
considerate of Americans who were supposed to have a little gold to
get rid of, and we were more like a herd of hungry cattle turned loose
in a rich clover field than anything else.
After looking around Realajo for a little while we began to enquire
into means and methods of getting on our journey and across the
country . We had all put up at an inn and our host was most polite and
obsequious, and assured us that everything would be arranged for
our forward journey, but that it would not be possible to do so before
the next day . that there was to be a grand Fandango that night and
that the Americanos would enjoy it very much; it was really given in
their honor. I am afraid that we were only too willing to play into our
landlord's hands and stop with him as long as he was willing to
furnish Fandangos for our amusement; at any rate we did stop and go
to the Fandango.
We feasted our eyes on the most charming of senoritas floating
about in the most airy and alluring of costumes, which in my
unsophisticated youth appeared a little scanty, but which with more
experience I have since learned might any one of them, as far as
quantity goes . easily be divided by two and sufficiently dressed one of
our own beautpes for a ball.
I had picked up a few words of their language from the Mexicans of
Southern California . just enough to make a fool of myself, but the
ladies who graced the Fandango were not of that austere type who
take offense at small mistakes , and they were determined to be as
pleasant with us as we were to be with them .
Everything was going on beautifully when it was intimated by an
official looking chap who came in that the hour for closing the hall had
arrived. Three of us. however. on consulting with our fair charmers
were told by them that we might see them home, and as it was still
quite early might stay a little while before breaking up for the night. I
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had noticed for an hour or so that one of the American gentlemen
whom I mentioned that we found in the place when we got there was
regarding me with a most scowling visage, but as the senorita did not
seem displeased with me I gave his black looks but small regard . I
afte rward learned that my two friends who were to be of our small
party had also been regarded with very malignant looks by some of
these previous Americans. who in like manner had been ignored .
But now we had scarcely left the hall and reached the middle of the
moonlit street with our three charges hanging onto our arms, when
we were confronted by the three frowning gentlemen who had been
regarding us with disfavor all evening. and who now informed us that
th ey had previous engagements with these ladies. and that we must
forthwith turn them over to them. We demurred at this and
remonstrated rather forcibly. but as they seemed obdurate I was just
reaching the point where. according to my ideas further forbearance
would cease to be a virtue. and in one second more there would have
been a resort to other medhods. and none of us can tell what might
have been the issue. when at this most critical moment there was a
rattle of arms and some commands in Spanish. and on glancing
around we found that we were completely surrounded by a cordon of
barefoot soliders with drawn bayonets . and unpleasantly close
to our backs.
They. with very little ceremony took the ladies from under our care
and marched them off between lines of soldiers. while we were left
foolishly confronting each other. and as there was nothing further for
us to fight for we had sense enough sulkily to separate. We afterward
heard that the poor things slept in the calaboose that night to keep
them out of harm· s way .
With all our landlord's fair promises there was no way for us to get
off from Realajo until the afternoon of the next day. and it developed
that the only means of travel available was to ride on horseback. If
there were any vehicles in the country they were not available for us. I
don't think I saw any while there . and part of the road we traveled
would have been very difficult for one. At any rate. rather early in the
afternoon of the next day a Central American gentleman with over
thirty ponies and an ox cart or two of the crude Mexican pattern
arrived on the scene. and we were told that this was our chance of
getting through the country . We soon made our bargain with him;
each of us was furnished with a pony to ride and our luggage, which
was very little. was piled into the ox carts .
The owner of the outfit was to go with us as guide, interpreter and
general director of our ride from Realajo to Granada on Lake
Nicarauga. Our march had to be very slow as it was governed by what
the ox cart could do . We did not stay with them. but had to stay at
such places as would enable them to overtake us by night. Altogether
the mode of travel suited me very well. as it gave us both time and
opportunity to see the country, and enabled us to make long stops at
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the towns along the way.
Our first stop was at a place called Chenandagua where we spent
the night. It was only about nine miles from Realajo, but that proved
enough of a ride for some of our unseasoned party. Our night in
Chenandagua was disturbed by the shock of an earthquake, which,
although not severe was enough to empty all the houses of their
inhabitants in the middle of the night in all sorts of costumes . It
seems these people are always looking out for shocks which are rather
frequent with them, and never lose one moment getting into
the streets .
The dwelling houses are built largely of adobe brick which makes a
pretty strong wall and are of only one story, and the roofs were a
thatch of reeds for the sake of lightness and pliability . The churches
seemed to be built mostly of stone, and were very strongly built, with
tile roofs. However. I saw several of them that had been wrecked
by earthquakes.
Next morning we left Chenandagua and traveled along to the next
town. Each day was a repetition of the day before, and each night we
put up at an inn of some sort. We generally slept in hammocks, and
those who like me were not going to cavil or be fastidious, but get all
the pleasure possible out of everything . were comfortable and
enjoyed things very much.
At most of the large towns there was generally a Fandango at
night. I am not pretending to say that the light hearted lassies who
attended these fandangos were the elite of the land, but I am afraid
that the elite were rather a small minority. The people generally were
a rather free and light hearted race. living largely for the enjoyment
of the hour. At the same time let it not be supposed that because they
were all light hea1ied and merry. that they were by no means all light
of love maidens. perhaps less punctillious. the different sorts mixed
more freely than in other lands. but there were many degrees and
much differences among them.
Leon was the largest place we passed through, and we were told
was a city offorty thousand inhabitants. It was beautifully situated, at
quite an elevation above sea level, and there was a very pretty lake in
full view. Just how many days we were in making the trip to Granada
and how many towns we stopped at I don't remember, but we were
quite a time and passed through many. Finally we reached Granada
where we parted from our Central American friend and his horses. As
he and his horses were paid for by the day I am inclined to think that
we traveled by quite a circuitous route . and I am quite sure that at
every little town where we stopped he made it his business to get up
little innocent amusements. such as cock fights in the day time with
the promise of fandangos in the evening to allure us to prolong our
stay. Truth to tell the price at which his horses were hired was, to our
American eyes. very small. Everything in that country was cheap and
we were not averse to dallying a little in this land of tropical fruits and
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flowers and people who seemed to live only to lau gh and enjoy
themselves.
However, our ride had to end at last, and when we reached
Granada we had come to the end of it, but not quite to the end of the
stay of some of us in the country. Our crowd that had crossed over
from the Pacific together, when we reached this place now scattered
and broke up into parties, each looking out for a way of reaching San
Juan, or Greytown, on the Gulf of Mexico, the objective point
of all.
The only methods offering for getting there were by no means
inviting. It appeared that the common way of egress and ingress into
this country from the east was by Lake Nicaragua and the San Juan
River which empties into the Gulf at Greytown. All the traffic along
this route was carried on by large and clumsy boats or canoes built of
two or three logs , and manned by the most unsavory looking crew of
sixteen to eighteen men of every shade or color, from negro black to
mahogany. Some may have had sails, but most were propelled by
long awkward sweeps and poles.
These boats coasted around the shore of the lake, then down the
San Juan River to Greytown, or San Juan del Norte, as it was
sometimes called, and later poled by their crews all the way back, a
distance of some two hundred miles . The whole thing looked most
unpromising and dirty, yet I believe that all but our little party of the
McCarthys and myself went by one or another of these native boats.
We had concluded to remain a little while in Granada, and stayed
behind when the others left. We were about two weeks in Granada
and I am sure I enjoyed every hour of it . I rode about the country and
enjoyed it, and I made the acquaintance of some very nice young
ladies and spent considerable time in their company, and I am not
sure but there was some talk about my returning to that country . I
rather think that I had some wild idea that it would be a good
thing to do.
But by this time . although time was not playing out, money was,
and it became necessary to tear myself away from this pleasant land.
Although Frank assured me there was no use worrying about money,
as his brother Charlie had plenty and we could get all we wanted from
him . but I could not see it in that light and insisted that I, at least, had
to move on. And finally we agreed that we should do so.
In my rambles about Granada I had met an English sailor who had
been a Mate on several ships. He had saved a little money, and when
he heard that the route by Lake Nicaragua and the San Juan River
was going to be the main route of travel between the two oceans, he
had invested his money in two boats , and at considerable expense
had brought them up to Lake Nicaragua. But when it turned out that
this adverti sed route was a failure and the travel was all going via the
Isthmus . it left him and hi s boats pretty well stranded .
Our sailor still had one of the boats; was anxious to leave the
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country, and quite willing to charter his boat for the through trip to
the Gulf. I took him to see the McCarthys; we talked the matter over
and made a bargain with him. He agreed to man his boat with himself
and two men to row. Equipped in this way she was hired to us for the
voyage; we to provision her and pay all expenses of the voyage.
And now with the advice of our sailor, we went to work provisioning
our ship for a two weeks voyage. We were told that the lake was one
hundred and twenty miles long and somewhat over thirty miles wide,
then two hundred miles down the San Juan River. We were told that
when we left Granada we left all civilization behind, and this proved
almost literally true.
And now it became necessary to take leave of the young Spanish
ladies with whom I had become acquainted, and for whom I had
formed quite a friendship. My readers must pardon me when I say,
for I was very young and very susceptible, and these Spanish maidens
very fascinating and these particular ones neither smoked nor used
bad words. that I was rapidly getting desperately in love, and about
all that saved me from completely losing my head and trying to secure
one forthwith was, that each of them was so lovely that I had never
been qu ite sure which was the one I loved most .76
Now when the vulgar fact began to make itself known that money
was running low I concluded to leave, but positively to return very
soon, and I decided that after all it would perhaps be best to postpone
a final decision on this momentous subject until I got back. Then too,
love making where language was rather scarce and had largely to be
supplemented by signs, was somewhat handicapped by the young
ladies' old grandmother. who unlike the chaperones of our more
enlightened land. lay elegantly dressed in a grass hammock never for
one moment out of sight of her charges, although I fondly believed
she dozed at times and the young ladies thought it rather fun to
acknowledge that grandmother was asleep .
There was a young friend who at first used to visit with me, but he
got off before I did and left me to do the parting with both girls, my
only clear recollection of which is positive assurance to return soon,
and there is no doubt that I felt quite sure my future happiness
depended on it. It is true I was somewhat puzzled about my inability
to decide which of the two I was positively in love with, but I was
willing to leave this for the future to decide. Then too, it was not long
since I had spent some time among the Mormons where connubial
bliss was not so restricted by the narrow ideas of other lands,
although I realized. of course, that I would have to decide which I
loved most before I could propose marriage .
However, all things must come to an end and with a sore heart I
took myself away, and took to the water. I do not wish my readers to
suppose that even in those youthful days I was so conceited as to
think that those young ladies were for a moment in love with me. Of
course, the devoted admiration of an unsophisticated American boy
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was an amusing novelty with them and a matter of pure fun that had
to end in a few days. Although quite appreciating this to be the spirit
of our intimacy I, at the same time, was perfectly convinced that there
was no other such perfect loveliness to be found in this world and I
fully understood that I had to return and capture one of them, and
with American assurance, once I learned enough Spanish to tell my
story more clearly, I allowed no doubt of my ability to do so.
This was before the American invasion of that country under
Walker and I contemplated no rivalry but native. So, with what was
the American spirit of that day certainly among the rough element of
our Southwestern border, who while quite willing to admire the
women, place a low valuation both in love and war on either the
Mexican or Spanish American cavalier. So, mentally mounting my
beauties on silver pedestals quite above any such vulgar danger, I
sailed away from Granada."
While I was making my adieus my friends had fully stowed our
little vessel with provisions for our voyage, and at daylight one
morning we shook out our little sail and boldly set our course for the
opposite shore some thirty or forty miles distant. Although we had a
fine breeze that drove us along all day it was near night when we
made land on the Eastern shore , where running into a sheltered cove
we landed and built a fire and went into camp, and Mr. McCarthy's
two negroes went merrily to work preparing supper.
My remembrance of the Eastern shore of the lake is that is was
high and mountainous and covered with a dense tropical growth and
uninhabited except by wild animals and birds, the most numerous
being monkeys and parrots of various kinds . And several times we
saw near us flocks of a handsome bird about the size of a peacock and
colored like a wild turkey. Many times during this trip I bitterly
regretted not having a gun along . When I gave mine away before
leaving California, I little thought that I would be where there was
anything to shoot before getting home, but here I was in an
uninhabited country with the woods full of game, and no gun.
We often heard the scream of the panther and occasionally saw
deer along the river bank, and me without a gun. It was bitter
medicine . but there was no help for it. The native boatmen whom we
met and passed all told us we ran a great risk from wild animals in
camping on shore . Nothing would induce them to do so, although
they were armed with machetes. They always anchored some
distance from shore and slept in their boats .
They told us rather a queer story which, although it sounds
somewhat marvelous, was repeated to us by several different boat
crews who knew nothing of what had been told us by the others, so
although I cannot answer for its truth, still I think it may have some
foundation. They said the animal they stood most in dread of was a
large ape somewhat resembling the African gorilla. They roamed the
forests in bands and their ferocity was fearful, they attacked any
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parties they met and literally tore persons to pieces. We, however,
slept every night and spent some hours in the middle of the day on
shore, and neither ape nor any other animal molested us.'•
But now to return to our first camp on the lake shore. We spent a
comfortable night and next morning shook out our sail and once more
were skimming over the water. But this day the wind blew right up the
lake from dead ahead and made quite an ugly swell. All that day we
beat against it making long stretches far out into the lake and into
pretty rough water, much to the discomfort of our passengers, this
being their first experience of an open boat at sea. As for the crew of
two who had been engaged to work for their passage, it developed
that they knew absolutely nothing about a boat and were about as
frightened and about as useful as a pair of jackrabbits, so the
management of the boat for the whole voyage revolved upon the
owner and myself, who took turns at the tiller and sheet rope .
All that day we beat down the lake but when we ran to land and
camped that night we had not made many miles on our course. The
next day the wind was still adverse and we had very much a repetition
of the day before. On the fourth day the wind became favo rable and
we got along nicely after that.
With the exception of San Carlos we never saw but one habitation
after leaving Granada until we reached Greytown. This was a
beautiful little promontory running out into the lake with some thatch
covered houses . The place looked so pretty and inviting that we
landed to see if we could pick up something fresh to add to our larder.
We soon purchased some chickens and eggs, and seeing some bee
hives asked if we could buy some honey, provided they could also sell
us -something to put it in . They made no difficulty about this and
going into their house came out with some quart bottles in their
hands. We could not see how they were going to put comb honey into
bottles, but they went to the hives which were nothing but hollow logs
sawn into lengths of about three feet with a stone fitted into
each end.
They removed this stone and disclosed to us honey very different
from any we had ever seen or heard of. The cells containing the honey
were about the size around of a very large thimble and twice as long,
and they never removed one . They pierced a number of them with a
sharp stick which they had brought for that purpose, and a beautiful
light colored honey ran along a narrow groove and poured in a thin
stream into the mouth of the bottle. This little promontory and its
simple people have dwelt in my memory ever since.
After leaving this place we continued our course down the lake, the
wind generally ahead and the water rough, still our little craft
behaved admirably and in due time we reached San Carlos.
We found San Carlos nothing but a little rotting stockade fort
manned by a few barefoot and bedraggled looking soldiers, with one
cannon mounted so as to command the river in front of the entrance
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into the lake. I believe this was the only gateway into the country from
the East. and a well planned and garrisoned fort would make it safe
from invas ion except from a very strong force. The little handful of
men and the rotten stockade, I suppose, were only kept there to
enforce the collection of duties on goods coming into the country .
We spent one night there, and the next day started on our way
down the San Juan River . This was a wide and apparently deep river
flowing sluggishly between banks absolutely covered with heavy
tropical forests . Our passage was slow and amounted to nothing more
than a drift. The thick woods on both sides cut off all wind so there
was no chance to sail, and our sailor and I were the only two who
knew anything about rowing. The two negroes were willing to try and
we insisted on the two hands doing the same, so the six of us took
t urns two at a time. but the boat was heavily laden and about all we
did was to keep steerageway. We managed to rig up a sort of awning
over the after end of the boat so those not at work could get some
shelter from the sun. but even so it was very hot and we had to make
long stops during the middle of the day.
All our days on the river were much alike. My most poignant regret
was not having a gun. There was little current and the river seemed
deep until we reached its mouth. where it spread out very wide and
became very shallow with sand bars rising above the water in every
direction. I thought I knew all about alligators before, but I was badly
mistaken. Scattered about on these sand banks in every direction
were the largest and most formidable looking alligators I had ever
seen. and they scarcely heeded us as we passed. Some rose lazily and
walked down to the water and lay down again, while others did not
even deign to notice us. Perhaps we had now reached tidewater when
we passed this part of the river, for very soon we came to its mouth,
and here was Greytown. or San Juan del Monte as it may be called.
It was a small straggling village scarcely deserving the name of a
town. My impression of it was a lot of small houses scattered rather
irregularly on the shore of a wide and exposed bay . The entrance to it
must have been quite shallow for vessels had to lie outside of the bar
in the open roadstead. I believe the place was under English rule, but
they were very suspicious of all Americans. There was an ordinance
requiring all visitors to turn over all firearms in their possession to the
authorities. who only returned thein when you were leaving
the country.
We found all our fellow travelers who had crossed the country with
us, and a few more Americans gathered here. Although they had
arrived more than two weeks ahead of us, they had not. up to this
time been able to get a way of leaving the place . It seemed that very
little shipping came this way. However. a day or two after we got in
an American brig anchored outside the bar and her Captain came
ashore. As there were nearly forty of us waiting to get out of the
country. we hoped he would take us direct to the United States, but in
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this we were disappointed. The best he would agree to do was to take
us to Chagres, and when he had completed his load there, then to take
us on to New Orleans. This arrangement we finally agreed to, and the
next day went on board the brig, which then weighed anchor and set
sail for Chagres."
Our English sailor sold his boat and took passage with us as far as
Chagres. We were quite a house party, most of us having sailed the
Pacific and afterward crossed Central America together. We found
that this brig, like the barque in which we had left California, was
fitted up her whole length under the deck with berths for passengers.
and it appeared th is was the kind of load our Captain was seeking. He
said he had to have one hundred passengers before he left Chagres
for New Orleans . Of course this vessel being very small, things below
deck were very cramped and uncomfortable, but I never took but one
look down there.
Frank McCarthy and I took our blankets on deck and never went
below once, from the time we went on board until we reached New
Orleans, eating and sleeping on deck. I believe we were the only ones
who did so, and the only ones who kept well. We were all well when
we went on board , and I believe all well until we reached Chagres. I
don't know if Central America is usually healthy, but it is certain that
the whole party of Americans who crossed when I did all kept well
while there and even on the San Juan River. But we had not lain many
days in Chagres Harbor before we had a good many cases of fever on
board, and the number increased rapidly. Our brig was the only
vessel in port, and returning Californians were coming across the
Isthmus every day and all anxious to get passage to the States on
anything, and on any terms, anything rather than delay . So, our little
vessel soon had over one hundred passengers crowded on board .
While lying in the harbor, of course, those of us who were well
enough went ashore and wandered around a good deal, and among
other places that we went to see was the site of the old Spanish fort
that the English pirate, Morgan, captured preparatory to crossing the
Isthmus and capturing Panama. I had read accounts of the desperate
fighting of the pirates in the capture of the fort, and the horrible
autrocities they had committed during their successful expedition,
and I wished to see the place, although I expected to find but small
vestage of the fort visible, but I never was more surprised than
when I reached it. 80
The old fort was still standing, and looked as if nothing had been
touched since Morgan had carried it by assault . The stockade of
upright logs with sharpened tops was still there, though of course
rotten, with the breaches made by the pirates, through which they
had stormed and finally carried the place, plainly visible. And when
we entered the signs of conflict were everywhere. Dismounted
cannon, most of them small brass pieces, lay scattered about, I
suppose the carriages had rotted. Piles of shot were lying by them
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generally in orderly little pyramids, and in the magazine, the top of
which had fallen in, was what looked like what had been cannon
powder. The whole thing was so realistic that you could picture the
fight in your mind's eye as just taking place, and just as it must
have been .
The natural position of the fort was very strong. It was a high bluff
or promontory jutting out into the sea just at the southern entrance of
the harbor, which it thoroughly commanded. It was washed on three
sides by the deep sea and could be attacked only from the land side,
which was protected by a strong stockade defended by both cannon
and musketry, and it might have proved invincible against such arms
as the pirates could bring up, but from its one weak point. All the
buildings inside the stockade were covered with thatch , which
enabled the attacking force to set fire to them. Up to that time, with
all their ferocious bravery, the pirates had made very little headway
in their attack ."
We lay over a week at this place before sailing and by that time the
Captain had packed in over a hundred passengers, and there was now
a great deal of fever among them. A doctor came on board the day
before we sailed, and pronounced it Chagres fever, but it must have
been very nearly related to yellow fever . He dosed them all with
calomel, and as none of the usual precautions were taken in giving
this medicine, most of them in a day or two were salivated. We were
now at sea and the number of sick increased so rapidly that within a
few days nearly all the passengers were down . The conditions in that
crowded little hole can hardly be described.
Charles McCarthy, by paying quite a large price, got himself and
his children moved to a little stateroom on deck where, by again
paying well for it, he got the steward to look after him . The condition
of those fever stricken men below deck was almost too horrible to
contemplate. Nearly one hundred cases of fever in all stages, from
those just contracted to those delirious and dying, with no doctor and
almost no attention. For there was no one to attend to them, crowded
as they were into a close hold with very little air, and the heat
intolerable. Our vessel was a veritable pest house .
We were twenty days from Chagres to New Orleans, and we buried
twelve passengers in the Gulf during the voyage, and there were
seven on board said to be very low when we reached that port .
Whether they lived or died I don't know, for all who could left the
vessel as soon as she touched the wharf, and never stopped to
look behind.
And now before bidding farewell to our unlucky vessel I must relate
a little incident that broke the monotony of our gruesome passage .
The wind was nearly always light and our progress slow, and by the
time we were well out of sight of land we were joined by three
monster sharks who kept along with us all the time and were almost
always to be seen . When some poor fever stricken creature, who was
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temporarily a little better staggered on deck for a breath of fresh air,
he was horrified by the sight of these hungry creatures gliding along
as if waiting for their next meal. But our Mate , a weather beaten old
salt . managed to put one of our most unwelcome visitors out of
commission in a most novel way.
One. a monstrous shark and perfectly fearless, coming up to the
side of the vessel and glancing up as if impatient at the length of time
between meals. It seemed to me that either a hook or a harpoon would
have done his business, but neither was aboard . But the old man
knew what to do . He took a rope and passed it through a block on the
yardarm. Then he made a slip knot and hung a large loop about the
size a cowboy would throw around a steer straight down into the
water with the loop hanging open, then with a small string he held a
large piece of meat directly in front of the loop . In a moment the shark
glided through the loop and took the beef and went straight on . The
Mate let him go his way until the large back fin had passed the loop
when he tightened his noose around the tail of the shark, and in a
moment every man aboard ship who could pull a pound was hauling
at the rope, and in a few moments the huge monster was dangling at
the yardarm. the most surprised shark in or out of the Gulf of Mexico .
And with this shark story I forever bid farewell to this ill fated
vessel. The McCarthys and I went together to a hotel in New Orleans.
and the next day started by rail for Georgia . On the train the
McCarthys met an old gentleman to whom they introduced me , and
who gave me the sad news that my dear old grandfather, who had
always been so good and generous to me, had lately died. This
depressed me very much as I had hoped to see him again.
In Macon I parted from the McCarthys and never saw them again.
Frank McCarthy got into poor health soon after he got home and did
not live very long. But before he died he sent me as a memento a
heavy gold ring which he wrote me was carved out of a solid nugget of
gold which he had brought back from California. Poor fellow, we had
only traveled together but I had met him after having been among
utter strangers ever since leaving home, and the mere fact of his
coming from the same state and being the first Georgian I had met,
and knowing who I was and some of my people, had created a tie and
while together he had been a good friend to me.
From Macon I took a train for Savannah, which I reached the
next morning. and the same day left on a steamer running between
Savannah and Palatka, Florida but touching at Darien where she
should have reached before dark. But, although so near home I was
still to have a little excitement before landing, and maintaining my
record for meeting the unexpected .
Our boat was delayed by running aground and instead of reaching
Darien as expected. it was one o'clock in the morning in a dense fog
that we entered the Darien River ar1d all the passengers were in bed
except myself. I was the only person to leave the boat at that place,
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and after my long absence was anxiously anticipating getting there. I
had seated myself on the upper deck just in front of the pilot house
and we were slowly feeling our way up the river and had gotten within
a fe w miles of Darien, when suddenly we heard the whistle of another
boat a short way above us and coming down river.
And now the whistles of both boats were blowing incessantly, and
in a short time the lights of the other boat loomed in sight, and a
moment later the bows of the two boats came together with a crash
that hurled all the sleeping passengers out of their berths, who in
their night clothes rushed on deck , and for awhile everything was
confusion. For a little while it was thought that we were sinking, but it
was found that our damages were mostly above the water line and we
were in no danger. But not so with the other boat. She barely
managed to reach a shallow part of the river, and sank immediately
with only her upper deck above water, and there she left her bones.
All her passengers were put on board our boat and we went on to
Darien. getting there about three in the morning.
The old town was asleep and one or two sleepy watchmen were all
that I saw. no one that I knew, and without making myself known to
anyone I walked straight through the town and took the road for my
father's home "The Forest" plantation just twelve miles away, and
just as they were sitting down to breakfast I walked in on them,
receiving like the prodigal son of the Bible, a welcome much warmer
than I deserved .
Parent's eyes are both blind and partial, and they can never see
anything but swans in their ugly ducklings, and these loving old
people seemed perfectly delighted to get their bad penny back again.
And now I found that my dear old grandfather, although uncertain
whether I was alive or dead had not died without leaving me a
remembrance . and at the same time had put somewhat of a quietus
on my further roaming by arranging that I was not to receive it until I
was twenty-five .
And now I must close this story which has proved much longer
than I thought when I commenced writing it, and if my readers have
had a hard time wading through it, I can only beg them to remember
that during my trip I, too, had some rough times, yet I have survived
them and lived to a good old age . As I am one ofthe youngest of those
who crossed the plains in '49, and yet am now nearly seventy-six
years old. I know that almost all who were with me then have long
since gone to that bourne from whence no traveler returns . Yet as
there were some as young as myself there are no doubt a few old
fellows still left in the land of the living. If these pages should meet
the eye of any of them I can only say that I extend to them a hearty
greeting, and I hope they have made their fortunes, and are living
happily surrounded by their children and children's children.
As for myself, I can only say that although the fortune is still
lacking, the children and children's children unto the third and fourth
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generation are here. and I fully realize that God has been very good to
me. As on my Western trip , I have had some very close calls and very
hard times and some desperate struggles to weather the breakers of
life. Yet that same protecting Providence that bore me safely through
the vicissitudes and follies of my youth seems never to have deserted
me. and has always brought me in safety to the end.
When the war of subjugation commenced in 1861 it found me living
prosperously on my own plantation with my wife and children. When
it ended in 1865 it found me with a wife and six children, destitute
and penniless. For four years I had been fighting in a bloody war, and
had known both wounds and suffering. Once, with a bullet through
my neck, I had ridden for days with a soldier on each side to hold me
in my saddle.
Yet the fight that was just finished was but pleasant diversion to
that which my wife and I waged for many years afterwards to keep
our heads above water and educate our children . Now those days are
long past and we have drifted into still waters . Out of a family of ten
children we have four sons living, all thank God, standing high in the
esteem of their fellow men, and they will be sure to take care of us in
our old age."'
FOOTNOTES
66 .

67.

68.

69.
70.

Yet it is of peculiar interest to note that most of these early fortunes were not
made by the hardy miner wielding pick and shovel in the icy creek, but by the
clever and often crafty entrepreneur who sold to the miner the things he needed,
at an exhorbitant profit. such as eggs at a dollar each, whiskey at fifty cents a
drink. and a knife for as high as thirty dollars .
And these same men took advantage of the ignorant Indians by trading them a
yard of cotton cloth for twenty dollars worth of gold, or trading them glass beads
for an equal weight of gold.
After Ned Sanderson and Tom Wylly decided to build their hotel, Wylly writes,
quote: ''There was a little saw-mill a few miles off so we went there, and with the
help of the mill man and his advice about dimensions. we soon made out a bill of
lumber which he agreed to deliver."
Now again, thanks to the diligent searches of friends and historians in the area,
we learn that in the County Recorder's office in Placerville is a record dated
December 7. 1850 showing that Athearn and Vance had sold to Edward
Sanderson and Wylly 8,861 feet of lumber at $23.00 per hundred feet, $2,038.03,
for . quote: "a house erected by Sanderson and Wylly on road leading from
Sacramento to Coloma at or near what is called the lower crossing of Weber
Creek."
Now. friends and local historians of the Coloma-Placerville area have patiently
searched the old records of the County Recorder's office . and we are now able to
identify this location as being in El Dorado County at the place where the road
between Shingle Springs and Coloma crosses Weber Creek.
A record in the County Recorder's office. dated December 7, 1850. reads in
part . as follows: quote: "House erected by Sanderson and Wylly on road leading
from Sacramento to Coloma at or near what is called the lower crossing of Weber
Creek . ·•
Thomas Wylly told his grandson that on the counter top of their hotel and
gambling room they had a scale for weighing gold.
In his informative book "In the Diggings In 'Forty-Nine" Owen C. Coy tells us.

349

quote: "Under the stimulus of immigration Coloma grew rapidly into a thriving
town with numerous stores and saloons and it even boasted a Postoffice by 1849.
The latter was a most popular institution because of the great number of letters
addressed to California miners in care of the Coloma Postoffice. It is said that. at
one time six pony express lines carried mail simultaneously to the miners in
neighboring diggings at the rate of one dollar per letter."
Almost certainly Tom Wylly's mail came through this postoffice.
71.
A record in the County Recorder's office for EI Dorado County shows that on
September 7, 1853 Edward Sanderson was bonded as constable after election in
White Oak Township of ElDorado County (Record Book "A" "Bonds" October
1, 1853).
White Oak Township is in the area in which Ned Sanderson and Tom Wylly
mined and later built their hoteL
72.
From U.S. Federal Census, microfilm copies, on film No. 293, under date of
November 6, 1850, made on South Fork of American River . the census record
shows the following. quote: "Hooker. Manuel; male; age 35 ; place of birth Ohio;
occupation miner; value of miner's daily production $5.50; value of real estate
owned. none.''
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In a letter to his father, dated December 1850, written shortly before leaving
San Francisco Wylly told his father he planned to sail in a ship named the
"Mattikesett." He described her as, quote : "One of the largest and finest in the
harbor.''
This letter. together with a few others he wrote while away. were saved by his
mother. and are now in the possession of his grandchildren.
It is interesting here to quote from Owen C. Coy's book "In the Diggings in
'Forty-Nine ." as following . quote : "With the coming of multitudes of miners in
1849. Indian as well as Negro labor became taboo . Every man was then entitled to
gold he himself could secure legitimately . but no man was to be permitted to
exploit the services of others. at least not of Indians or Negroes."
The little town of Realejo. then perhaps the principal west coast port of
Nicarauga. was located on Corinto Bay a few miles north of the present day town
of Corinto. Later. this was found to be a poor location to accommodate large
ships.
While Thomas Wylly. then seventy-five years of age. was writing his memoirs,
his young grandson was often with him and as he was writing and reminiscing he
often talked it all over with the grandson who naturally was fascinated with these
tales of adventure.
Certainly Tom Wylly had an eye for beauty, as only three years later he married
a beautiful English girl. Marian Doherty. Her photograph in this book verifies her
real beauty .
After the opening up of California and the increase in travel between East and
West it became necessary to find some better route of travel other than across the
mountains and deserts of our West. The alternative routes were across either
Panama or Nicaragua.
There are several varieties of the monkey family in the jungles of Central
America. but none large or powerful enough to attack a human. So, apparently
this is a myth or superstition of the native boatmen.
The old port town of Chagres was located near where the Chagres River flowed
into the Carribean Sea.
The former port and old Spanish fort a few miles east of Chagres on the
Carribean Coast was called Portobello.
Henry Morgan . an English buccaneer. 1625-1688 . with 1000 men, and after a
desperate fight. captured the Spanish fort of Portobello at the Carribean side of
the Isthmus of Panama. He then crossed the Isthmus and destroyed and
plundered the old city of Panama on the Pacific side of the Isthmus .
Upon his return home Thomas Wylly settled down to life on the family
plantation. "The Forest." near Darien . Georgia.
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In 1854 Thomas. then twenty-three years of age . met and married a beautiful
English girl. Marian Doherty. daughter of Major Richard Doherty of the British
army. Her picture will verify her beauty.
With the approach of the Civil War in 1861 Wylly raised, equipped and was
appointed Captain of a company of cavalry known as "The Mcintosh Light
Dragoons' ' for the Confederate army .
In the melee of fighting around Atlanta a Union soldier rode up to Wylly and
leveling his pistol fired point blank into Wylly 's face , the ball passing completely
through his neck. His grandson has often seen the jagged scar about the size of a
dime where the ball entered the neck just to the left of the throat, and a similar
scar where the ball passed out of the back of the neck just to the left of the spine .
Yet he kept his saddle, and with a man riding on either side to support him he
rode for three days to escape capture by the Union army.
Toward the end of the war as the Union army approached the plantation,
Marian Wylly gathered up her children and fled; a refugee hiding from the Union
army.
When the war ended Wylly returned to "The Forest" only to find his house
burned , his wife and children missing, his slaves freed, his plantation in ruins,
and his Confederate money worthless. An era. and a way of life, had ended.
The old way of life had ended , and they found themselves in the new
competitive world of the industrial age; a way of life for which they were not
prepared. Then the long. hard road back; the struggle for survival , and the years
of" genteel poverty." It was a long hard road and not all ever recovered . Yet they
were a tough and resilient generation and they managed to survive; not to
affluence. but to a good life.
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Records in the office of the Co un ty Recorder of El Dorado County . California dated
1850 show the location of the "" hotel"" built by Edward (Ned) Sanderson and Thomas
Wylly to be at the ""lower crossing ·· of Weber Creek; this is where the road between
Coloma and Shingle Springs crosses the creek.
The records of the United States census of the Weber Creek area of El Dorado
County. Ca lifornia for the year 1850: microfilm copies N. 261 and 293 of the census
record identify Thomas Wylly and the companions he names as mining along Weber
Creek .

Thomas Spalding Wylly III, who researched this memoir on Weber Creek, ElDorado
County, California just below the '"lower crossing·· where Thomas Wy/ly in 1850 mined
gold and with his partner, Ned, built a "hotel."

Thomas Spalding and Marion Doherty Wylly on the Sixtieth Anniversary of their
wedding, October 1, 1914, Photograph made in Savannah, Georgia.
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God's House at San Buenaventura
by Msgr. Francis J. Weber

The church at San Buenaventura, the second oldest house-ofworship in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, has a long and noble
history . A visitor to the area in 1895 reported that the structure was
''well-preserved, its wall still bearing traces of the rude frescoing
affected by the builders of that time ." A decade later, George
Wharton James noted it had, by then, become "an ordinary church,
with little but its history to redeem it from the look of snug modernity
which is the curse of the present age ."
According to George Vancouver, the English navigator who visited
the region in 1793, the first church was destroyed by the ravag~s of
fire. A temporary structure served the ninth and last of Fray Junipero
Serra's missionary outposts .for most of the following decade. On
March 11, 1795, Fray Fermin Francisco de Lasuen reported to the
government that the masonry ch urch was about half finished . The
splendid new edifice was completed in the late summer of 1809 .
Extant records indicate that the first liturgical services were
conducted therein on the Feast of the Holy Name , September lOth.
Constructed of tile, stone and adobe, the church's walls are 6 1/2
feet thick . The massive pine and oak timbers hewn for the roof and
ceiling beams were fashioned by ax from wood gathered from the San
Cayetano mountain area and laboriou sly drawn by oxen down the
coast. The picturesque roofing tiles were fired from the clay of the
nearby hills, while the lime and mortar used to bind together the
rocks and sun dried adobes were brought from the Canada
San Buenaventura .
The main altar and reredos, with its wooden pilasters painted to
resemble marble, was fashioned in the Romanesque style at Mexico
City in 1808. Though equally as old, its trinity of wooden statues were
not intended specifically for the reredos, but added shortly after
its installation.
Originally, the likeness of the Immaculate Conception occupied the
central niche above the tabernacle. In recent years, it was moved to
the left and that of Saint Bonaventure, patron of the mission, was
given the place of prominence. The remaining niche houses the
image of Saint Joseph with the Infant Jesus .
Directly behind the reredos, space was provided for a small
sacristy , with storage facilitie s for vestments and other appurtenances used for liturgical ceremonies. In 1957, with the addition of a
wholly new sacristy wing, the altar and its reredos were moved
against the northern extremity of the sanctuary wall.
The original candlesticks were replaced in the mid 1800's with six
silver ones brought from Spain. Acquired at the same time were the
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altar crucifix and the ornate sanctuary lamp. Four of the earlier
wooden candlesticks are exhibited in the Historical Museum. The
crucifix used in the first years can be seen atop the vestment case in
the priests' sacristy.
Early in 1976, the mensa and its stipes were separated from the
reredos and brought forward to allow for the new liturgy versus
populum . In April ofthe same year, the restored wooden tabernacle,
with its door-scene of the Good Shepherd, was returned to the central
section of the reredos.
Adorning the western wall of the church is the Shrine of the
Crucifixion. The four hundred year old corpus was sent to California
from the Philippines in 1808. The scene of Calvary, a reproduction of
the original backdrop, was painted on canvas by Mary Moran
in 1976.
Flanking the central figure are costumed statues representing the
Mother of Sorrows and Saint John the Evangelist. The smaller
images on raised brackets are portrayals of Saints Anthony and
Thomas . Originally panelled with woodwork matching that on the
main altar-reredos, the shrines have since been refinished in
frescoed plaster.
The Shrine of Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe features the
celebrated 1747 painting by Francisco Cabrero as its centerpiece. To
either side can be seen statues of Saints Gertrude and Isidore.
Smaller images on elevated pedestals portray Saints Dominic and
Francis . The crucifix in front of the painting was brought to San
Buenaventura in 1801.
The handsomely-carved and artistically-painted pulpit which
formerly projected from the first bay of the east wall near the chancel
rail was removed by Father Cyprian Rubio in 1893. Sections of the
pulpit were acquired from various sources and reassembled in the
sanctuary by Fred Rolla in 1976.
The faldstool, choir stalls and kneeler were carved from native
California woods by Eugene Alker for Saint Vibiana's Cathedral, in
1912. They were given to San Buenaventura Mission in 1976 by
Cardinal Timothy Manning.
According to the oldest inventories, the fourteen Stations of the
Cross were erected in 1809. The paintings came from the easels of an
unknown Spanish master between }735 and 1750. One of them bears
the name of Jose Francisco Servin, who apparently attempted to
restore several of the canvases in his studios at Cordoba in 1808.
By 1966, most of the stations were covered with dust and grease,
twisted by warped and broken frames and damaged by the humid
walls, salt air and amateurish attempts at restoration. The talented
Franz A. Trevors spent many months working on the Via Crucis and
bringing them back to their pristine condition .
The original confessionals, replaced in 1957 by more commodious
wood-carved replicas, are among the finest examples of native art in
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Alta California. Their workmanship is surprisingly even in its motif.
The devices used as decorations have been copied by many artists .
Presently, the confessionals are on display in the Historical Museum.
Harry Downie fashioned the wooden chandeliers at his studio in
Carmel. They replaced two gilded light fixtures which had been
ruined when they were wired for electricity. The replicas are
considerably more typical than those they replaced. Mr. Downie also
made the present doors. Exact reproductions of the originals and
bearing the traditional River-of-Life motif, they are studded with
handmade nails .
The altar in the Serra Chapel was formerly part of the Shrine of the
Crucifixion. Removed from the church in the 1950s, it was moved to
its present location in order to allow for celebrating the Eucharistic
Liturgy in conjunction with Baptism. The large hand-hammered
copper baptismal bowl is probably the product of a local Indian
craftsman. It has much of the character common to the native copper
work from the area of Patzcuaro, Mexico.
The bells at the "Mission by the Sea" were mentioned by George
Vancouver. Undoubtedly the British seaman could hear their tones
melting away over the blue Pacific waters as he put into shore. The
two oldest bells were cast a year before the mission was established .
Bearing the unmistakable Spanish outline, they had raised
ornamental crosses and a single, three-eyelet handle. One bore the
inscriptionS. San Francisco 1781 and the other San Pedro Aicantra
1781 . In 1956, they were recast in France into a single bell which
presently rings by an automatic device at specified times during
the day.
A third, undated bell hanging in the south arch resembles the one
at the small Pechanga Indian church. Its uneven lettering reads: Ave
MariaS. Joseph. The last of the bells is probably the most interesting
ofthe quartet. It is a large, crown-top_ped bell, with a small cross on
its side . Its lettering reads: Ave Maria Purisyma Maria D. Sapoyan
Aiio D, 1825. Very likely it was cast for the Church of Our Lady of
Zapopan, near Mexico City .
The twelve wooden crosses, attesting to Cardinal Manning's
solemn consecration of the church on December 19, 1976, were
removed from Saint Vibiana's Cathedral where they adorned the Via
Crucis for the first century of the cathedral's existence.
Since 1809, the church at San Buenaventura Mission has instilled
this portion of the Lord's vineyard with a recognition of His presence.
May it long continue to inspire a consciousness of God's love as
mirrored in His people.
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San Buenaventura, CAfounded 1782
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Mission before Restoration

THE MISSION AT SONOMA
By Brad Champlin

Sonoma Mission is the northernmost of the California missions, the
last one established (1 823), and the only one built under
Mexican rule .
D_uring its dozen years before secularization, it became one of the
most productive in cattle, horses, sheep, grains, grapes and converts,
although its location was the most isolated and its future sad .
Example: its definitive biography, The Sonoma Mission, by Robert
S. Smilie, is subtitled "The Founding, Ruin & Restoration of
California's 21st Mission." This subtitle originally contained the
word "Rape." The publisher deleted the word but not the history.
That history began in the mind of Father Jose Altimira, a young
priest at Mission San Francisco de Asis. There, the cold, foggy
weather and the limited agricultural potential combined with his
impatience at the slow pace of the older padres, to point north.
Governor Luis Arguello, who had become his friend when at the
Presidio there, was also eager to expand the northern frontier .
Together they violated the usual church channels of approval and
Altimira began with thorough exploration of the northbay area.
He selected a site near a warm spring on the southwest side of
Sonoma Valley and on July 4, 1823, raised a tall cross. Then the
afternoon wind came up.' Soon he selected another site with greater
springs and calmer air against the hills on the eastern side of the
Valley of the Sonomans .
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(The Sonomans were Miwoks who hunted small game, ate acorn
meal. made baskets, and lived in conical huts thatched with tules and
shared with an incredible variety of vermin .)
At the new site, redwood logs became timbers and boards. Clay
became tiles for roof and floor. Newly formed adobe bricks dried in
the sun: A temporary mission of wood , whitewashed inside and out,
was dedicated on April 4, 1824, to "the apost le of Peru," San
Francisco Solano.
Corn, grain and vegetables were planted and harvested to feed the
hundreds of Miwoks who adopted the new pol icy of learning and
working in order to eat better. More than a thousand grape vines
were planted as well as 160 fruit trees, fenced with willow; these
starts were contributed by the older missions along with the farm
animals which began to multiply on the meadows and hills around the
new mission.
This activity and the balmy Sonoma climate attracted additional
new Christi an ·'neophytes:" 322 from San Francisco de A sis, 153
from San Jose and 92 from San Rafael Arcangel, many bringing some
experience in the new way of life. The population around the mission
swelled to 692 by the end of 1824. Altimira's Informe for 1825
reported I 00 baptisms, 24 marriages , 41 burials, and regular
worship services .
Despite his achievements, however, Altimira was not adapted to
the long haul. He requested transfer to an older mission, refused to
sign the required oath of allegiance to Mexico, and secretly boarded a
ship for Spain .
His replacement at Sonoma was Padre Buenaventura Fortuni, 52,
who brought 20 years of effective experience from Mission San Jose.
He was a builder and a better organizer, in a firm, quiet way. He
expanded the permanent adobe padres' quarters to 27 rooms under a
red tile roof.' He completed the quadrangle at the back, including
workshops, weaving rooms . and large grain-storage rooms. He
allowed the cattle to increase faster by using the meat, tallow and
hides of the large elk which roamed the area. He doubled all
production including the baptisms . He acquired a bell with a
beautiful tone and hung it on a beam in front of the mission. And he
made a start on what would be his supreme achievement: a tall adobe
church at the east end of the padres' house .
Its design was classically simple. Above the big front door was a
square window to light the choir loft. At the peak of the facade was a
smaller round window. Above it all was the red tile roof with a wide
overhang to protect the walls from erosion. Inside, the long nave was
lighted by high windows on each side . Outside was the adobe-walled
cemetery. The soaring white church could be seen for miles around.
The year of its completion, 1832, also marked a high point in all
other activities. The 127 baptisms brought the total to 1008. The
neophytes increased to 996 . The mission's ranchos, which Padre
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Fortuni had expanded in every direction. produced unprecedented
volumes of food as well as the salable hides and tallow, for which the
eager buyers sailed up Sonoma Creek to the embarcadero four miles
from the mission.
Padre Fortuni Jed his flock and labored for more than six years,
without an assistant. He was tired. He requested transfer to a less
strenuous post and was assigned to San Diego, the first mission of
Alta California . He left Sonoma in March, 1833 .
Fortuni's replacement was Father J ose de Jesus Maria Gutierrez ,
fresh from Mexico without awareness of the problems of the frontier .
The mission continued to flourish, although his control of his
child-like people was inadequate . After one year, he was assigned
elsewhere. His departure from Sonoma was like the end of a drama's
first act.
The second act began with the entrance of two determined men
who would clash with each other against the background of an
overpowering outside force: secularization of all 21 missions, as
mandated in Mexico City and carried out reluctantly by
the Californios .
First to arrive, in February 1834, was Father Jose Lorenzo de Ia
Concepcion Quijas, a tall, handsome and affable South American who
was also a fine horseman. He took firm control of the mission , which
now consisted of 20 adobe structures erected by Fortuni, the
"builder padre."
Second to arrive, in April of the same year, was Lieutenant
Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, Commandante of the Presidio at San
Francisco. He was sent by Governor Jose Figueroa to establish a
military base closer to Fort Ross and Bodega on the coast. to prevent
the Russians there from encroaching farther inland. The Mexican
base was established at Sonoma.
Secularization arrived in October 1834 in the form of Governor
Figueroa's appointment of Lieutenant Vallejo as Administrator of
Mission San Francisco Solano which would be no longer a mission but
instead a parish church for the pueblo of Sonoma.
In theory. the livestock and vast ranchos of all the missions wou ld
be divided among the neophytes, who were released from the padres'
control. Results ranged from protection of the neophytes' interests to
outright plunder of the properties. Mission San Francisco Solano's
12-year life as a mission was ended.
The rest is anticlimax . Father Quijas quarreled with Vallejo and left
for San Rafael Arcangel, returning infrequently to baptize, marry and
bury; he was followed at Sonoma by a dozen resident or part-time
priests until the great white church was literally torn apart by the
people of the growing pueblo who coveted its adobe bricks.
Lieutenant Vallejo built the barracks nearby, took his troops into
savage battles against the hostile tribes to the north and became
Com man dante of the Northern Frontier; for a brief period he was the

359

top military officer of California and thus carried the title "General"
for the remainder of his life .
The Rus sians sold out to Captain Sutter of Sacramento
and departed.
The gold rush of '49 attracted swarming thousands of foreigners
who completed the decline of the Californios' co lorful,
pastoral culture.'
The missions became memories.
FOOTNOTES
1.

The author of this piece is familiar with that breeze, as he. his father, and his
grandfather were raised on a nearby ranch which has been in his family 122
years. They never pitched hay after noon, for a forkful would be scattered down
the field by the cool air sucked in from the Pacific by the rising heat of Sacramento
Valley.
2.
The author of The Sonoma Mission, the late Colonel Bob Smilie, and his wife
Lilla Bell built an adobe home with their own hands a few hundred yards from the
site of Altimira's original cross. The house has a sheltered patio facing east with a
20-mile view right over the embarcadero mentioned in this story.
3.
Small parts of this article are taken from this author's thesis for the Master's in
History at Sonoma State University . Most of it, however, comes straight from the
first 51 pages of Smilie's big beautiful book The Sonoma Mission. Illustrated by
rare old photos, maps and original documents, the book is based on primary
sources with quotations translated from original Spanish. Smilie's many years of
exhaustive research are also translated - into easily readable, frequently
gripping prose. It compares favorably with the books about 19 other missions all except San Rafael Arcangel, the one remaining gap . Printed by Valley
Publishers at 8 East Olive Avenue , Fresno, CA 93729, this splendid book can be
found in most of the big libraries throughout the U.S. and many foreign countries,
at most bookstores in California, and in the personal collections of all serious
students of California History.

Mission as it is today
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The Waterfront at Port Costa

PORT COSTA
by Doug Urbick
Three miles west of Martinez, the county seat of Contra Costa
County, lies a small town nestled comfortably in a little valley that
opens up from the soft rolling hills into the Carquinez Strait - a little
town so quiet that during the week it's said a dog could lay all day in
the middle of Canyon Lake Drive (the main street) without ever
having to stir. Who could imagine that a town like this could have an
illustrative enough history to keep one reading through this 14 page
paper? Or who could believe that this little town of some 200 people
was once one of the largest grain shipping ports in the world, as well
known to sailors as Rio de Janeiro, Callao, Rangoon, or Delagoa
Bay? Well, I hope you will after finishing this paper, and I hope you
will be able to feel some of the love that is embedded so deeply in my
heart for my home town, Port Costa.'
The story starts with a man whose name spells Port Costa; a man
by the name of George McNear, from Maine. After traveling a few
years at sea, he came to California to join his brother John in the
grain business in Petaluma. He withdrew from his brother's company
in 1874 and formed one of his own. This company gradually evolved
into a flourishing milling, shipping, insurance, and
''whatnot'' concern.
McNear, feeling his pockets beginning to bulge, began acquiring
large tracts of land ranging from Berkeley to Martinez and planted
these with wheat and barley. He also bought a large strip of frontage
along the south shore of the Carquinez Strait between Martinez and
Vallejo Junction, which lies across the bay from the town of Benicia.
He felt this would be a good place to build his warehouses and docks
so that barges and ships could easily load his wheat and head for the
Golden Gate.
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The strait was naturally suited for this purpose, with the swiftly
moving waters providing a natural quay with shore water depths of
up to fifty feet. With a minimum of dredging McNear had, in no time
at all. erected a line of wharves and warehouses to suit his needs at a
point on his frontage where a small inlet broke the continuity of the
rolling hills.
Well , like clockwork for McNear, in September of 1878, the Central
Pacific (now the Southern Pacific) decided to purchase the right of
way along that side of the strait to build a new line from Stockton to
Oakland to avoid the treacherous Livermore Pass . When construction
began hundreds of men were needed to cut through the hills that
dropped sharply into the strait, and many of these men brought their
families with them.
With these people, in addition to the workers already there to work
McNear's land, the need for a town arose. In no time at all McNear
laid out streets, built a reservoir, water mains, houses, hotels, and
even an amusement center. Port Costa was born.
Meanwhile, another step was taken by the Central Pacific Railroad
to try to gain control over all railroad transportation throughout
California, when they bought out the California Pacific. The
California Pacific had tracks connecting Vallejo with Sacramento and
the transcontinental line. Then, in order to shorten its route from
Sacramento to San Francisco by sixty miles, the lines were rerouted
into Benicia. This was a striking blow to Vallejo, which was enjoying
immense prosperity from handling almost a third of the state's
wheat trade.
Now , a method was needed to join Benicia with the south side of
the strait. In those days bridge building was far from perfected, so
the Central Pacific came up with the idea of transporting the trains
across the water by boat .
The first question was where to locate their dock on the south
shore. There were few tidal mudflats , as mentioned earlier, and ships
could move right up close to the shores of the Carquinez. One of these
few tidal mudflats , in fact, happened to be the valley at Port Costa.
The town was built on the inlet and at least a block of the town was
erected on pilings. The inlet was eliminated by the dumping of the
rocks and soil which were used as ballast by the ships arriving at Port
Costa to load. The floor of the valley today, interestingly enough, is
composed of rocks and debris from nearly every country in the world!
At any rate, Port Costa was chosen as the Central Pacific's site to
dock their ferry boat, since it already had a wharf and warehouses
and would be an easy place to construct their slip .
The second question to be answered was what kind of a ferry boat
would be used to haul an entire train across the mile and a half wide
strait. In November of 1879 the world's largest ferry boat, the Solano,
was born. Measuring 425 feet in length and 116 feet in the beam and
weighing in at 3,479 tons, the wooden hulled vessel was powered by
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two sixty by 132-inch walking beam engines that combined for a
muscling 2,500 horsepower. She was able to carry thirty-six freight
cars or twenty-four passenger cars in addition to the two locomotives
used for switching.
In November she was ready to make her first voyage, but after all,
trains had never ridden ferry boats as a rule and railroad officials
were taken with a bad case of the ''what ifs. '' What if the weight of a
heavy train should throw her off balance? And what if she should
upend and dump an entire train full of passengers into the strait? And
what if .. .. ?'
Finally, on December 28, 1879, after a month of having passengers
detrain at one point and ride the ferry across to the other, the Solano
made her first run with a train aboard . She left from Port Costa, and
upon arriving at Benicia, then the Pacific Coast's largest military
base. she was greeted with a twenty-one gun salute . She rode on for
fifty-one more years without ever a drastic incident .
The trains, of course, could not be loaded straight on to the ferry
but required breaking into several parts. This made Port Costa into a
very important railway center. A train would be taken apart and
loaded in twelve minutes, taken across the mile and a half wide strait
in eighteen, and reassembled on the other side in another twelve .
Obviously, Port Costa was really beginning to prosper. It is said that
at its peak Port Costa had seven hotels, twelve saloons, and a brewery
(owned by the judge). There was also some mention of a grocery store
and a barber shop .
Along with these expansions new warehouses were built to the east
and west of the valley. These warehouses were enormous . McNear's
dock being over 2,200 feet long, having an ultimate capacity of some
50,000 tons. In 1880 one quarter of all of California's wheat was
loaded from McNear's two warehouses .'
The largest grainery in the West was built at Port Costa by two men
by the names of McKay and Flood, who had made their fortunes in
the Comstock Lode in Nevada, and who eventually tried to
monopolize Port Costa. Their two warehouses, known as Nevada
Dock, were located on a 3,000-foot wharf with the warehouses
measuring 800 and 900 feet. They had a combined capacity of 99,000
tons and would unload about 100 cars of wheat into storage
every day.
Along with grain, Nevada Dock was also a loading dock for oil. Oil
was piped in from Avon, about a mile east of Martinez, to a hill above
Nevada Dock . Twenty tanker cars were loaded every day completely
by gravity feed . The oil was used mainly by the railroad and was
transported to San Jose, Oakland and other centers.
Another warehouse to spring up on the shores was the
Balfore-Guthrie California Warehouse, which was built in 1882 . The
Grangers Businessmen's Association opened their Grangers
Warehouse in 1881, and the fifth to be built was Eppinger's, to the
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The Tank Trains

west of the valley . McNear built himself another warehouse about a
thousand feet inland from the strait in what is now downtown Port
Costa, for the storage of wheat, hay, and potatoes. Completely built
of stone, it was the first fireproof building in Contra Costa County.
Together, Port Costa's warehouses could hold a record capacity of
over 200,000 tons of grain, and M.C. Shea, long -time superintendent
of the McNear docks, recalls that in its prime you could find eight
ships tied up alongside the wharves while twenty to thirty others
waited in the strait for their turn to load. Between 1881 -82 one
hundred and three ships were loaded from Port Costa, which
surpassed Oakland and San Francisco as a grain shipping port .'
Fire struck in 1883, destroying a whole row of businesses, four
hotels, three saloons , eight freight cars, and eighty tons of wheat.
But, since this occurred during the boom, almost everything was
quickly rebuilt.
Port Costa had been built up to supremacy within a very few years,
contrary to the belief that Rome wasn't built in a day . But why is it a
place such as this would spring up out of virtually nothing? A few of
the reasons have been previously cited, such as McNear's appeal to
the area and his beginning of grain shipping from this location.
Along with this is the fact that a port here would reduce freight
costs by fifty cents a ton and hardly effect shipping costs . Also, wheat
growers maintained a liking for shipping their wheat in sacks rather
than in bulk, causing a need for large warehouses instead of tall
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elevators.• For this, the cost of land was important, and it was
definitely cheaper to build up an underdeveloped area. On the south
side of the strait, loading facilities could be placed right alongside
existing tracks, eliminating the need for spur lines . All these
surmounted to be pretty good reasons for the immediate building of
"Little Rome ." By July of 1887, it was possible to witness 580
carloads of wheat being brought to the Port Costa warehouses during
one night.'
Then, with the building of Port Costa's roundhouse, the town
became a leading center for the repair and service of the locomotives
that shuttled back and forth from the grain growing areas . But Port
Costa did not live on grain and railroading alone .
Along with the oil loading at Nevada Dock, a small oil and gas
company sprung up at a spot two miles east of Port Costa known still
as Ozol. The company folded in the late 1920's and was taken over
by a fish reduction plant in the 1930's. This was during the time that
sardines still ran in great hordes off the San Francisco coast. The fish
were brought in from there and crushed. The oil was shipped out in
tank cars and sold, mainly to paint companies. Each of these cars was
worth about 80,000 dollars.• The remains of the fish were sold
as fertilizer.
This company folded when the fish stopped running and it was
taken over at that time by its present owner, Uncle Sam. The
government dug into the hillside and implanted tanks which hold an
estimated million gallons of aviation fuel. The fuel is piped in from
the south and stored. From here it is piped out when needed to Air
Force bases such as Travis and McClellan.
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Just west of Nevada Dock was the location of the coal bunkers.
Railroad engines and ships that ran on coal could be serviced and
reloaded here . Coal was brought in from Black Diamond, near
Pittsburg, which was rich with the black rock. Cars would be loaded
at the coal bunkers and taken to the roundhouse to be exchanged for
an empty . The easy access to the coal proved to be a definite asset to
the ever increasing needs of this growing railway center. In time,
though, coal was outdated and thus the coal bunkers lost their
necessity. But the tracks continued to be used for a small
switching yard .
Another industry that still survives today is the Port Costa Brick
Yard . Located first about a mile west of Port Costa in the late 1880's,
it was later moved to its present location about a mile east of the
town , just east of Nevada Dock . Clay was mined out of the hills by the
Mexicans who lived there and was made into bricks at the plant. The
bricks were shipped out on flatcars or barges, but with the building of
good roads all transportation now is done by trucks.
Speaking of roads, the only way in and out of Port Costa until 1886
was by train. But, finally, in that year a wagon road was built to
Martinez at a cost of $668 per mile!
A couple of settlements grew up just outside of Port Costa as a
result of the need for cheap labor . The five or six Mexican families
who lived at the brickyard maintained a small hall which the
townspeople used for their dances and parties. Their children went to
school in Port Costa and played right along with the other
children there .
Another settlement to sprout up was known as China Camp, which
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was located on the hill above Nevada Dock. The Chinese were known
as "sectionmen," whose job it was to keep up the tracks. These men
lived here with their families, but remained segregated more than did
the Mexicans.
Business in Port Costa kept on building, and in 1895 the Fair
Interests of England undertook a shipment of some 180,000 tons of
wheat . To accomplish this feat, two hundred men worked in the
warehou ses to load the sixty-five ships bound for Liverpool.
But, almost as soon as Port Costa was establishing itself as a leader
in the wheat shipping industry, the wheat growing industry began to
decline. Lands became irrigated, allowing the farmers to produce
citrus and other fruits . Also, many other parts of the United States
began producing wheat and thus fell the demand in California. The
period from 1880 to 1896 was described as a time of uncertainty for
California's wheat trade. Talk favored the abandonment of growing
wheat when profits and exports began to decline. Prices continued to
fall despite hopes for a reversal.
In the panic of 1893 credit became almost non-existent. A few
individuals who owned warehouses around Port Costa couldn't
maintain, such as the Starr Mills Company, located about four miles
west of Port Costa. The company was taken over on November 30,
1897 by a group of California and Hawaiian businessmen who
incorporated a company there known as the California Beet Sugar
Refining Company, with a capital stock of $2,500 .00. The company
flourished right off, and on June 14, 1899, the company changed its
name to the California and Hawaiian (C & H) Sugar Refining
Company. Still located there in a small town called Crockett, it has
become the largest sugar company in the United States .
The second major fire in Port Costa devastated Nevada Dock on
Memorial Day in 1909. Because of the great decline in the wheat
trade, Port Costa's largest warehouse was never rebuilt .
But Port Costa's importance as a railroad center did not decline
with the wheat trade . Trains remained a dominant form of
transportation, and the ferry still remained the vital link. That link
was strengthened in 1914 with the building of another ferry, the
Contra Costa .
The Contra Costa outsized the Solano, being 433 feet long and
weighing in at 5373 tons . The enormous weight difference is due to
the steel hull construction of the Contra Costa as opposed to the
wooden hull of the Solano. the Contra Costa was also a side wheeler,
with twin sixty by ninety-inch engines that developed some 3,000
horsepower. Even with the addition of another ferry, trains kept the
boats operating twenty-four hours a day. Almost sixty trains a day
would come through Port Costa, of which close to fifty crossed
the strait.'•
In 1924 Port Costa was hit by its third major fire, destroying Balfore
and Guthrie's California Warehouse. The spectacular $950,000 blaze
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brought about a miJiion dollar law suit against the Great Western
Electric Company, which was accused of installing a faulty electrical
system. This warehouse was never rebuilt.
In the middle of the 1920's a firm known as the American Toll
Bridge Company proved the impossible possible, by constructing the
Carquinez Bridge. The bridge stemmed from Crockett, the home of C
& H Sugar, across the strait to Vallejo.
This move gave the Southern Pacific ideas, and on November 30,
1930 it finished construction of its bridge which extended across the
strait from Martinez toward Benicia. This alleviated the necessity for
the ferries, and thus the slips were removed from the Port Costa
shore. However, the roundhouse remained, and so did the town's
importance in the railroad business.
The wheat business in Port Costa had almost died by the late
1920's. McNear's Port Costa Warehouse was sold in 1922 to the
British importing firm of Strauss and Company, which turned part of
the dock into a fish reduction plant. This company closed down by
1935, and in 1941 the warehouses and dock were destroyed by Port
Costa's fourth major fire . Wheat was still being stored in the
warehouse at that time, but it was packed so tightly that the floor
burned out and the wheat sunk into the mud below. A special
machine was used to pump the wheat out of the mud and almost all of
it was recovered!' Port Costa's last three blazes took a toll of over
three million dollars, but this compared little to the profits that were
made in this little gold mine.
In 1959 Port Costa's rail yard was determined to be too confined to
accept the needed expansion . The yard was some five miles long, but
ranged from only fifty to two hundred feet wide. With steep hiiis
rising up seven hundred feet to one side of the tracks and the straits
on the other side, expansion was next to impossible. So, in that year
all the switching was moved to Martinez, and the roundhouse and
station at Port Costa were torn down .
By that time only four commercial establishments operated in the
town : the Post Office, the grocery store, the barber shop, and
Hunter's Bait Shop, which catered to the fishermen who came there
to battle with the large sturgeon that inhabit the deep holes just off
the shore.
Soon after falling asleep, tucked in between the soft rolling hills
that surround the little valley, Port Costa was awakened by a new
spark of life. Through the efforts of Bill Rich, a former San Francisco
beer truck driver, the town once again attracted business, not this
time in the form of wheat and shipping as before, but rather in the
area of antiques.
Rich bought much of the downtown area and launched a rebuilding
project . He took McNear's old stone warehouse, mentioned earlier as
the only survivor of the wheat days, and transformed it into a
restaurant with a bar equipped with more than thirty antique and
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"whatnot" shops. Across the street he renovated the old Burlington
Hotel in an 1880's style, with rooms ranging from twelve to fifty
dollars a night, some sharing an old fashioned community bath.
Next door to the hotel was opened a fancier restaurant called the
Bull Valley Inn . Reservations at these two restaurants are almost a
necessity on the weekends . Other various buildings, once boarded
up, now contain shops, such as an ice cream parlor, art galleries,
jewelry shops, antique shops and more.
Port Costa, impressive as a tourist spot, caters very little to its
permanent residents . It has no gas station, no barber shop, no real
grocery store besides a small shop that deals more with the
visitors' needs, and no school, theirs being closed down due to the
fact that it wasn't earthquake proof. The only services left for the
inhabitants are the Post Office, the Catholic Church, and a little peace
and quiet that can be enjoyed during the weekdays .
Upon visiting Port Costa today, it's hard to imagine that the pilings
that pierce the surface of the swift moving waters of the Carquinez
Strait once supported an industry known the world over. I also doubt
that you could visualize the world's two largest ferries, the Solano
and the Contra Costa (named for the counties they connect),
transporting entire trains across the wide open strait, or the more
than sixty trains that would stop here every day to unload passengers,
or who knows what.
But, upon visiting Port Costa you can see the beautiful little quiet
town that still remains from its glamorous past history. You can see a
town forgotten by prosperity, but remembered by every one of its
visitors today.
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Lieutenant Juan Manuel de Ayala with the ''San Carlos ·· entering San Francisco Bay
on August 6, 1775.

AYALA AND THE "SAN CARLOS"
By Clyde F. Trudell

Juan Manuel de Ayala became involved by accident in early
California history. Born in 1745 at the ancient city of Osuna in
Andalucia, Spain , he was a Lieutenant with fifteen years of service in
the Royal Spanish Navy when we catch up with him in 1775,
commanding a ship ordered to explore and chart San Francisco Bay .
To understand the purpose of his mission we must first know
something of the events leading up to this voyage.
With expulsion of the Jesuits from Mexico, administration of the
Baja California Missions was entrusted to the Dominicans and in 1769
those proposed for Alta California to the Franciscans, with Padre
Junfpero Serra appointed Presidente of the six missions to be
established from San Diego to Monterey. Two overland expeditions
and two ships were assigned to this latter operation.
Accompanied by Padre Juan Crespi. who was like Junipero Serra a
native of the Island of Majorca, the first overland company headed by
Captain Fernando de Rivera y Moncada left Santa Maria in Baja
California on March 22, 1769, and started its trek northward. The
Catalonian, Gaspar de Portola , Governor of Baja California, led the
second company that left Loreto on May 15th, accompanied by
Padre Serra .
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Two packet-boats, the "San Carlos" and "San Antonio," took on
supplies at La Paz and were to rendezvous with both overland
companies at San Diego. Skippered by Captain Vicente Vila, the "San
Carlos'' carried besides her crew the Franciscan Padre Parron and 25
Catalan Volunteers under Lieutenant Pedro Fages, and left La Paz a
month before the "San Antonio," captained by Juan Perez. The "San
Antonio" was firstto arrive at San Diego on April 11th and it was not
until the 29th that the "San Carlos" entered the harbor under
shortened sail; all hands so taken down with scurvy no man was left
able to lower a boat and the ship was brought to anchor by men from
the "San Antonio." The stricken soldiers and sailors were carried
ashore where two thirds died and were buried near the entrance to
the harbor at a point called by the survivors ''Punta de los Muertos,''
Dead Men's Point. The site is now California Historical Landmark
No. 57 and is still named "Punta de los Muertos" although for some
strange reason the State credits the name being given ''the burial
place of sailors and marines in 1872 when San Diego Bay was
surveyed and charted." The survey referred to was made in 1782 not
1872, and the point had already been named 13 years previously.
On May 14th Captain Rivera arrived with his 25 leather-jacket
soldiers, Padre Crespi and a band of Christianized Indians who
assisted in burying the dead and unloading both ships. Traveling on
ahead, Governor Portola put in an appearance on June 29th and
Padre Serra brought up the rest of the second company on July 1st.
So were the four elements ofthe operation united at San Diego; Serra
and Portola leaving strangely divergent accounts oftheir experiences.
Addre ssing his old friend, Padre Francisco Palou, left in Baja
California, Serra wrote, ''Thank God, I arrived the day before
yesterday at this port of San Diego. We have not suffered hunger nor
other privations, neither have the Indians who came with us; all have
arrived fat and healthy . The tract through which we have passed is
generally very good land, with plenty of water." On the contrary,
Portola wrote a friend of his, "I began my march to the Bay named
San Diego in company with thirty soldiers and many Indian
auxiliaries, but in a few days we saw with extreme regret that our
food was gone. with no source of supplies unless we should turn back.
As a result some ofthe Indians died and the rest of them deserted . So
I was left alone with the leather-jackets; without stopping the march
went on in search of water which we did not find for three or four
days." His second in command, Sergeant Ortega, also reported that
their hardships had been very great. Make s one wonder if Padre
Serra had been on the same expedition! He had himself arrived far
from healthy. suffering from an ulcerated leg that caused him no
end of misery.
Scurvy spread to the "San Antonio" until hardly enough seamen
remained to sail one ship. Taking aboard those able, the "San
Antonio" returned to La Paz for supplies and to gather up a crew to
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man the "San Carlos."
On July 14, 1769, Portola left San Diego writing, "Leaving the sick
under a hut of poles which I had erected, I went on by land to
Monterey with that small company of persons, or rather say
skeletons, who had been spared by scurvy, hunger and thirst." Why
Padre Serra described them all as being "fat and healthy," you
figure out. In Portola's absence, on July 16th, Serra selected the site
for Mission San Diego de Alcala, the first of the mission chain in
Alta California .
Portola had but Sebastian Viscaino's 1602 description of Monterey
Bay as a land -locked harbor and the distorted chart of 1734 that Jose
Gonzales Cabrera Bueno, Pilot-Major of the Philippines, gave galleon
pilots leaving Manila for Acapulco. He reached Monterey Bay but as
it had little the appearance of Viscaino's "harbor sheltered from all
winds ," but was instead but a large cove exposed to all winds, he
decided he had not gone far enough and continued the northern
march; carrying along on improvised litters a dozen of his
scurvy-stricken men.
A great many events of historic significance in the early
explorations of California came about by chance rather than intent
and so it was that on October 31, 1769. Portola's party, while looking
for Monterey Bay gained the distinction of being the first Europeans
to view San Francisco Bay from the southern bank of the straits.
There was no mistaking that this was the land-locked harbor
described by Viscaino. far to the north of the latitude given for
Monterey . and it dawned on Portola that the large exposed cove they
had passed was actually Monterey Bay.
While Portola' rested the sick and weary men of his company,
Sergeant Ortega and six soldiers were sent to explore the southern
reach of the Bay and a second group went deer hunting. Both parties
returned to report the bay extended as far inland as they could see to
the southeast and a mile wide strait formed the inlet to the bay from
the ocean. Having no means of crossing this stretch of water and
being anxious to return to Baja California, Portola broke camp on
November 11th and his expedition was back at San Diego by January
24, 1770, having been gone six mon!hs; he reporting that he ''had not
lingered as he had seen nothing worthy of description" but a
lot of water.
Before returning to Baja California Portola saw to the
establishment of a Presidio at San Diego and, with Padre Crespi and
an escort, marched back to the port of Monterey where Mission San
Carlos Borromeo was founded on June 3, 1770. In November a second
land expedition under Captain Pedro Fages proceeded northward
from Monterey, again reaching and exploring the south end of San
Francisco Bay and, again unable to cross the straits but more
impressed than Portola had been, returned to Monterey with a
report of having indeed seen much worthy of description .
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Two years later, in 1772 , Fages and Crespi made a more extended
exploration of the eastern shore of San Francisco Bay; were able to
look westward through the straits and proceeded as far north as the
San Joaquin -Sacramento Delta. As a record of this expedition w~
have the map made from the diary and observations of Padre Crespi.
identifying for the first time many of the geographical features of the
bay. its islands and environs . On it the bay is called "EI Puerto de
San Francisco; " the Sacramento River the "Rio Grande de San
Francisco:" Point Bonita mistaken for "EI Punta de Los Reyes;" the
Pacific Ocean named the "Mar del Sur." or Southern Sea. Padre
Crespi described the many Indians they encountered as being "all
very well behaved and affable, who refreshed the Spaniards with
their fruits and food."
With Portola 's departure, Lieutenant Fages was appointed
Governor of Alta California and he immediately locked horns with
Presidente-Padre Serra as to whose was the greater authority in
establishing and administering the proposed four additional
missions. So serious was their disagreement , Padre Serra took upon
himself the arduous journey all the way back to Mexico City, arriving
there on February 6. 1773, and making his complaints known to the
Viceroy of Mexico . Antonio Maria Bucareli y Ursua.
With his dander up the Franciscan was a feisty little guy and his
impassioned pleas that the administration of the missions be
entrusted entirely to his friars with the military responsible only for
their protection; that supplies and colonists be sent to San Diego and
Monterey: that a mission be established at San Francisco Bay and
that Fages be recalled were so convincing that, on orders from
Bucareli. Governor Fages was replaced by Captain Rivera who was
instructed to recruit married soldiers with families from Baja
California and establish settlements at San Diego and Monterey.
Captain Juan Bautista de Anza, Commandante at the Tubac
Presidio in Sonora, Mexico, was ordered to establish an overland
route from Sonora to Monterey and over it transport a company of
colonists intended for settlement at the mission proposed for San
Francisco Bay . Padre Serra returned to San Diego by sea, proceeding
to his headquarters at Monterey a happy man as all of his requests
had been granted.
Captain Rivera with 50 colonists and Padre Francisco Palou
reached San Diego on September 26, 1774, the first real settlers in
California. Half of them he took on to Monterey and left that place on
November 23rd with a small party of 16 soldiers and Padre Palou .
bound for San Francisco Bay following the route previously taken by
Fages in 1772. to seek out a site for the proposed mission. Rivera was
a poor organizer and worse leader. Cold weather and lack of
provisions turned his expedition back to Monterey without having
accomplished his purpose .
Still intent on having a mission , presidio and colony established at
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San Francisco Bay. Bucareli next assigned an overland operation to
Captain Juan Bautista de Anza, to be supplemented by a ship that
would determine if the straits were navigable and make a thorough
survey and charting of the bay from the sea, and here is where the
"San Carlos" comes back into the picture .
On March 16, 1775. a little fleet of four vessels prepared to sail
from San Bias. The "San Antonio" was again bound for San Diego
with supplies; the flagship "Santiago," Captain Bruno Heceta
comm anding. and the "Sonora" skippered by Lieutenant Juan
Manuel de Ayala. were to explore the northwest coast while the "San
Carlos" under command of Captain Miguel Manrique made the
survey of San Francisco Bay. Before they could sail distress signals
from the "San Carlos" brought a boat from the flagship and it was
found that Captain Manrique had gone off his rocker and, raving
mad, was threatening his officers with loaded pistols .
Disarmed, the deranged Captain was put ashore under restraint
and Lieutenant de Ayala transferred from the " Sonora" to take
command of the "San Carlos." Once again by chance rather than
original plan it befell an individual to play a significant part in
California's early history. While unloading Manrique's pistols , Ayala
accidentally shot himself in the right foot leaving him so indisposed
that most of the ship details were left to his Sailing Master, Jose
de Canizares .
The little "San Carlos" of less than 200 tons displacement, with a
deck of but 58 feet and a beam of 17, carried a compliment of 30
officers and men and the ship's Chaplain, Padre Vicente Santa Maria.
A slow and clumsy sailor, she was soon left far behind taking one
hundred days to make Monterey from San Bias . Filling her water
casks and replenishing her supplies , she sailed out of Monterey
harbor on July 27th and lumbered up the coast in the usual
summer fog.
On August 5th, off the Farallones . the fog lifted revealing a break
in the coast . Muttering in his beard at this unfamiliar landmark.
Ayala ordered Canizares to take ten men, launch the longboat, and
discover if they had indeed reached the straits leading into San
Francisco Bay and. by taking soundings . determine if the waters
thereof would accommodate the 9 foot draft of his ship!
After floundering about for a day in the "Potato Patch," during
which time the longboat failed to return and water and supplies were
running low . Ayala screwed up his courage and in the dead of the
night. guided only by a crescent moon, cautiously steered into the
straits taking hi s own soundings that revealed as he proceeded he
was in 15 fathom s , or 90 feet of water, with no fear of running
aground. Except for Canizares having preceeded him with the
longboat . whether being rowed or under sail we do not know, so far as
we do know Ayala was first to sail a ship through the straits .
An incoming tide of six knots carried him to a safe anchorage in a
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cove on the lee side of an island he named "Isla de Santa Marfa de los
Angeles." the one we now know as Angel Island. The next morning
Canizares appeared with the longboat explaining that the same
strong tide that had carried the "San Carlos" in through the straits,
had prevented him from coming out!
For the next six weeks the ''San Carlos" remained in San Francisco
Bay. the journal s of Ayala and Padre Santa Maria, and report of
Canizares. being preserved as the first record of the bay having been
surveyed and chatied by water.
Canizares was ordered to take the longboat and explore a bight to
the northwest of their anchorage Ayala called "Ensenada del
Carmel ita" because a rock in the middle of it resembled a Carmelite
Friar. This northwesterly reach of the bay we now know as
" Richardson's Bay" and the rock "Pyramid Rock." At a spring
gushing down from the hills Canizares was greeted by a camp of
Miwok Indian s who gestured for him to come ashore, but not being
assured of their friendly intentions the Sailing Master did not respond
to their invitation.
For the next several days Canizares explored the round bay to the
northeast we call San Pablo Bay. traveling its length to the straits at
Carquinez . The notes. soundings and observations he took became
the basis for the map he subsequently prepared.
Until August 12th Ayala remained aboard the "San Carlos," still
suffering from the gunshot wound in his right foot, but on that date
he had himself lowered into the longboat and did a bit of exploring
himself of the bay islands. noting where safe anchorages might be
made. none of which he found preferable to the cove of Angel Island
where wood and water were most plentiful. One barren, rocky island
without shelter for a ship he named "Isla de Alcatraces" or "Pelican
Island" because of the large number of those seabirds seen there. On
the Canizares map this island turns out to be the one we now call
" Yerba Buena Island" while the one we know as "Alcatraz"
remains unnamed .
While Ayala kept a sharp lookout for the arrival of the overland
expedition he understood was on its way up from Monterey. his stay
aboard ship proved uneventfu l as notations in his journal for 13 days
carry the laconic observation. "Nothing new;" so that we are the
more obliged to the Canizares report and the journal of Padre Santa
Maria. who was a frequent passenger in the longboat .
As a good missionary. the Padre was more concerned with the
customs and conditions of the Indians they encountered than the
geographical features of the bay. On several occasions Canizares
allowed a few of his men to go ashore accompanied by the Padre
where they traded beads, earrings and trinkets with the Indians for
fre sh fi sh, pinole, tomales and ornaments of shell and feathers. As
had been Padre Crespi's experience in 1772, they found all the
Indian s friendly and hospitable and during the entire stay of the "San
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Carlos" Padre Santa Marla reported "they were like lambs and
showed no signs of hostility ." When he pronounced the names of
Jesus and Mary Most Holy. he was delighted to hear them repeated
most clearly by the heathens and he took every opportunity to meet
them at close quarters , "to make them readier," as he explained it .
''when the time should come for attracting them to our Holy Faith.''
He described their appearance as being of good presence and fine
stature "by no means filthy, the best favored being models of
perfection; their bodies bare except for short grass skirts and covered
with colored dyes in fanciful patterns; their long hair bound up with
nets of cord and feathers and tied with a sort of ribbon." All those
encountered close up were men, the women and children remaining
discreetly at a distance , perhaps for protection, and the good Padre
stealing a furtive glance or two in their direction could but perceive
that the women were also quite bare, or wore pelts of otter and deer.
The small boats of the Indians made of bound tule reeds appeared
so unseaworthy to the Spanish sailors that none attempted to try them
out. In their turn the Indians through fear or apprehension at first
declined all invitations to come aboard the ''San Carlos.'' The largest
rancheria, occupied by four hundred Indians, was visited on the
eastern shore of San Pablo Bay near Carquinez Strait and there the
aborigines were lavish with their gifts of food. By some sort of sign
language Padre Santa Marla was made to understand they had seen
other Spaniards, some on horseback, obviously the 1772 expedition of
Fages and Crespi.
Toward the end of August small parties of Indians were induced to
come aboard and the Chaplain spent the hours of their visits
attempting to learn something of their language by pointing to
various objects and giving their Spanish names; the Indians repeating
their own words for the same which the Padre was careful to write
down in phonetic Spanish; the first attempt to acquire a knowledge of
the Miwok language of that part of California .
The map accompanying Padre Santa Marfa's journal appears to be
but a crude copy of Crespi's Map of 1772 as it is identical in its
distortions and inaccuracies . A chart now known as the "Ayala Map"
accompanied the Canizares Report and was more factual as might
have been expected of the practical navigator. On it, the first
adequate charting of San Francisco Bay, many of the geographical
features of the bay were given names, few of which have been
retained in modern times. The bay itself he called "Bahia de Nuestra
Senora del Rosario Ia Marinera," the Bay of Our Lady of the Sailor's
Rosary. The large encampment of the four hundred Indians at
Carquinez Strait that had supplied so much food he called the
"Rancheria del Socorro" or settlement that sustained them .
On his map "Isla de los Angeles" is our Angel Island;
"Isla de Alcatraces," our Yerba Buena Island;
"Punta de Almejas," our Point San Pedro;

377

"Punta del Angel de Ia Guarda," or Guardian Angel's Point, our
Point Lobos;
"Bahia de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe ," our San Pablo Bay;
"Punta de San Joseph," our Fort Point;
"Punta de San Antonio ." our Point Richmond ;
"Punta de Santiago," our Point Bonita;
" Punta de San Carlos ," our Lime Point;
"Punta de Langosta . " or Lobster Point . our Point San Quentin ;
"En sen ada del Carmelita." our Richardson's Bay ;
" Isla Plana." or Level Island, our Mare Island ;
"Junta de los Quatro Evangelistas," or Meeting of the Four
Evangelists. our Suisun Bay;
"Rio de San Juan Bautista," or St. John the Baptist's River , our
San Joaquin River;
On the Canizares Map the Sacramento River remains without
a name.
On occasion Ayala sent a party scrambling up the steep bank along
the south side of the straits, for if the expedition from Monterey were
to he met that would be the best place from which to sight it . Each
time the men returned only to report they had seen nothing .
By September 7th all points of the bay had been thoroughly
investigated and charted by Canizares. Having completed hi s
assignment. Ayala weighed anchor and had the sails set preparatory
to negotiating the straits. Off Lime Point a strong current drove the
"San Carlos" onto a submerged rock that damaged the rudder,
requiring it to be taken ashore and repaired. On the 11th the rudder
was rehung in place and for the next several days contrary tides,
currents and winds prevented the ship from sailing .
On September 18th Ayala made the last entry in his journal on
leaving San Francisco Bay . "At half-past 8 o'clock," he wrote, "the
longboat towing us . I doubled Point San Jose (Fort Point) and came
into the sea breeze from the west. With it I succeeded in getting out
from the strait and with all canvas drawing and the current favoring
headed for Monterey . "
Thus endeth the saga of Ayala and the "San Carlos . "
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The American-Japanese Relations and the Coming War in
the Pacific: A Congressional View
by Justin H. Libby
The author wishes to acknowledge the financial assistance of
Indiana University in the preparation of this article.

The angry charge by noninterventionist Congressman Clare E .
Hoffman (R. Michigan) in 1941 that a "vicious and skillful" Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor without warning and without provocation was
revised after the war by dedicated critics of the Roosevelt
Administrat ion like William Chamberlain, who claimed that the
President maneuvered the United States into the war "behind the
backs and without the knowledge of the elected representatives of the
American people."' The "Back Door To War" thesis postulated by
Harry Elmer Barnes , Charles Callan Tansill and other writers of their
political persuasion has been analyzed, criticized, and argued about
for nearly twenty-five years, but no writer to date has focused
exclusively on Congressional opinion towards Japan during the final
months of peace. Representative Hoffman's statement signaled a
total national dedication to crush Japanese expansionism, but it rs
also of historical importance to ask whether that determination
existed in Congress before the attack in Hawaii; whether growing
animosity was reflected in public opinion polls and if so, did
Roosevelt indeed have to lie a recalcitrant Congress and nation into a
Pacific war.
With the outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War following the
Marco Polo Bridge Incident of July 7, 1937, the majority in Congress
were willing to tolerate Tokyo's violations of American treaty rights in
China as evidenced by the mild response to the Panay sinking on
December 12 in the Yangtze River . Provocative statements uttered by
Democratic Senators Key Pittman (Nevada) , William H. King (Utah),
Lewis B. Schwellenbach (Washington), and Representatives John
M. Coffee (Washington), Byron Scott and Jerry Voorhis both of
California. were greeted with indifference or hostility by their
colleagues, for the membership could not yet be sufficiently angered
to jeopardize existing American-Japanese relations.' By the autumn
of 1940 an entirely different mood pervaded Capitol Hill. No longer
did fears of antagonizing Japan contain the legislator's distaste for
the "New Order In Asia" and a climate of opinion favorab le to
belligerent measures was rapidly displacing previous Congressional
temerity. Four forces were responsible for producing this growing
unanimity including: J51pan's continuing threat to the· status-quo in
Asia . popular sympathy for China's deteriorating plight as a
sovereign nation. Tokyo's signing the Tripartite Pact, and pressure
groups like the American Committee For Non -Participation In
Japanese Aggression lobbying for sanctioning legislation .
Until this time , American policy towards Japan had undergone
little fundamental alteration . Confronted throughout the thirties with

379

a domestic depression at home and intimidated by the rise of
totalitarian regimes abroad, the Congress was completely passive in
resisting Japanese militarism and could only agree to endorse the
Administration's moral embargo in 1938. The Government action
combined with businesses' affirmative response effectively stopped
the export of airplanes , aircraft parts, and equipment to Japan. 8y
December 20, 1939, following the outbreak of war in Europe, planes,
plants, manufacturing rights and technical information needed in the
production of high quality aviation fuel had come under this
restriction as well.'
With Foreign Minister Yosuke Matsuoka's signature on the
Tripartite Pact in September, 1940, followed by the occupation of
Southern Indo-China ten months later, anti-Japanese sentiment on
the Hill intensified . The first action, linking Tokyo to the conquerors
of Western Europe, induced many in both houses to think of Japan as
a potential enemy. Secondly and portending even further animosity,
Congress neither opposed Administration moves to embargo scrap
metal in 1940 nor in the freezing of assets and shipments of aviation
fuel across the Pacific the followin g summer.• But the problems
surrounding Japanese-American policy had not been resolved by
these actions; the debate only shifted ground. Where discussion had
previously centered on whether to use economic embargoes in
attempting to halt Japan's imperialism, in 1941 it revolved around
what form of embargoing legislation would be the most effective.
Now opinion turned against the Japanese and took on a more vitriolic
and intemperate tone. Furthermore, the legislators most responsible
for escalating the level of rhetoric were those who had not yet spoken
earlier to this issue or who previously had been moderates or even
noninterventionists.
One such critic, Claude Pepper (D . Florida), had refrained from
commiting himself earlier; but when he went on record, it was to
denounce Tokyo and call for extreme actions to be taken against her .
Classifying Japan as ''an assassin lurking behind the door to stick the
stiletto in our backs," he suggested that America immobilize the
Japanese war machine by blockading her coast, closing the Panama
Canal to shipping traffic, and authorizing the President to launch
patrols in the Pacific in order to observe her naval activities.
Moreover, the senator merely scoffed at hints Japan might retaliate
against American possessions.'
In his newly assumed position as a leading critic, Pepper
considered it necessary to warn Secretary of State, Cordell Hull, that
"the Senate would reject any agreement or treaty with Japan that
would make the United States a party to any crime that Japan had
committed" and prophesied that "the yellow men of the East" are
just waiting to raise their swords in an attempt to conquer the
Netherlands East Indies.• Asserting that peace would come when
Japan abandoned her aggression, the Florida senator left the
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impression there would be no altering of policy by the militarists and
that it would not be long before hostilities commenced.' Against the
backdrop of these and other even more poisoned commentaries, it is a
wonder that the Secretary of State was able to continue to conduct
conversations with Ambassador Nomura Kichisaburo at all.
Whereas Pepper would have sounded irresponsible in 1937, his
outcries . although provocative in 1941, found a degree of sympathy
and even acceptance in Congress and throughout the nation. In a
Gallup Poll published in September, 70 percent of those surveyed
confirmed a rising impatience with Tokyo and a willingness to take
stronger steps. even if it meant courting war.'
Across the corridors in the House, an old crusader, John M.
Coffee, was once again calling for an embargo with House Resolution
2946. Dissatisfied with the Administration's pace during the first
of the year in curtailing shipments of war materials across the Pacific,
Coffee introduced Concurrent Resolution 30 on May 5, directed at
investigating the problem! Although the Rules Committee held
hearings, the bill was not reported out. The explanation offered was
that the State Department opposed such a measure since it might
precipitate war.'•
Although Pepper and Coffee had strong opinions, when judged by
statements now emanating from Congress, they did not appear to be
extreme. Albert Gore (D . Tennessee) typified the level to which
comments about Japan had degenerated with provocative remarks
such as his unfortunate characterization ofthe Japanese as "scrubby,
contemptible, squint-eyed sons of the Rising Sun" who should be
pummeled into oblivion ." With equal arrogance, fellow Southern
Democrat Clyde T. Ellis (Arkansas) told colleagues he was ready to
give Japan one week to withdraw from the Axis Pact, from China, and
in fact from all of Asia. Upon failure to comply - and Ellis was sure
Japan would fail - he considered it right and proper for the United
States to begin at once "the process of polishing her into
insignificance."" Even when speaking less intemperately, other
notable Democrats including Senators Tom Connally (Texas), Alben
Barkley (Kentucky), and Guy Gillette (Iowa) were demanding action.
A convert to a more aggression policy, and a ranking member of both
the Foreign Relations and Naval Committees, Gillette, prior to 1940,
had sought a rapprochement with Japan . Supporting international
accords and favoring naval preparations throughout his career, the
Iowa Democrat was not persuaded that there was no limit to Tokyo's
quest for new territory and asked for a half of all goods shipped across
the Pacific to Japan!' Gillette, a model of judiciousness in
comparison with Gore and Ellis, considered it time "to drop the
policy of appeasement we have followed with Japan."" Connally,
however, chose to be more chauvinistic, challenging:
If Japan wants war and must have a fight she will find out that we have a Navy in the
Pacific that can shoot straight. We have rights and are not afraid to fight for them."
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Similar arguments were stated by Senator Edwin C. Johnson (D.
Colorado), a colleague of Gillette's on the Foreign Relations
Committee, who remarked that the attempt to moderate anti Japanese statements and sentiments had been erroneous, and he was
not ready to accept embargoes in order to halt further loss of
freedoms in Asia. In an impassioned speech Johnson criticized the
United States and Great Britain for supplying war materials to Japan .
"These two 'holier than thou Christian Democracies,' "he lamented,
"have supplied the pagan assassin of women and children with 90
percent of her sinews of war ... ,. As had others before him, he linked
American trade with morality, charging that the United States had a
duty to institute economic sanctions against Japan to prevent her
from continuing the war in China.
Additional support came from two other Democratic members of
the Foreign Relations Committee including Theodore Green (Rhode
Island) and James Slattery (Illinois) who considered an embargo the
only way to help China and put the United States back on the path to
international morality." Green had previously opposed economic
sanctions, but in 1940 he was willing to endorse the recommendations
of men like Pittman, King, Schwellenback, and Coffee as well as
pressure groups like the American Committee."
Other voices were also being raised against Japanese perfidy and
tryanny by men who previously had remained mute, if not hostile, to
the prospects of economic coercion. Democratic Congressmen
including James A. Shanley (Connecticut) and Emmanuel Celler
(New York) now made eloquent pleas for an embargo. Celler
remarked that such action would serve two purposes . First, it would
aid China , but even more importantly, it would also "wash away
some of the American guilt" in sponsoring and supporting Japan's
war machine. In fact, the least the United States could do, he
continued, was to wipe out the "damned spot" and alleviate the
suffering of the Chinese people .19 In a commencement address at
Wellesley College where his daughter was graduating in June 1938,
Celler poignantly stated that his mind was traveling across the seas to
the Orient where:
Humans are being subjected to the torture and the sufferings of the Middle Ages .
Were Japan's planes hovering over head to let drop deadly bombs upon Wellesley, it
would be doing no worse than its willful and deadly slaughter in China today.'•

Noticeable bi-partisan support for a stronger anti-Japanese policy
emerged from Republicans like Representative Hamilton Fish (New
York) who illustrated the inconsistencies lacing the views of many
noninterventionists. Doubting the wisdom of American involvement
in European affairs and opposing Lend -Lease, he found less difficulty
in condemning the Konoye and Tojo governments. Irritated by the
Japanese signature on the Tripartite Pact, he called upon the United
States to defend its interests in Asia."
Fish . not previously known as a foe of the Japanese, had voiced
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only token expressions of sympathy for China and had never
indicated willingness to give that nation any help. He seemed far
more anxious to restrict American interests in Eastern Asia, telling a
press conference in 1937 of his intent to introduce legislation in the
House that would end extraterritoriality in China . The implication of
such a move was that it would benefit the Chinese by ending the
privileges granted to foreigners. In reality, he never doubted that by
stopping protection Americans would abandon China, foreclosing any
possibility of a conflict with Japan ~'
By 1940. however. Fish had come to view Japanese expansionism
with alarm and began to surmount his previous reservations. In April,
with the renewal of hostilities in Europe, he was willing to accept an
embargo of military goods to Tokyo but not without the disclaimer
that such sanctioning would mean the loss of American employment,
reprisals . and perhaps war? Once Japan had initiated the Tripartite
Pact later in the year. Fish called for a complete embargo and even
praised Roosevelt's scrap steel decision, although he still considered
the Administration a dictatorship led by the President and his
left-wing New Dealers."'
This departure influenced other Congressmen on Fish's side ofthe
aisle. such as Herman Carl Andersen (Minnesota), a noninterventionist who followed this lead and began to endorse the ban on gasoline
and oil to Tokyo. Andersen claimed that the time had come for oil
companies to forget profits and "stop this supplying of the number
one war necessity. oil. to a nation which has shown anything but a
friendly attitude to our country of late.' ' 25 Fellow Republican Bertrand
W. Gearhart (California) was even more adamant and suggested that
because of Japan's "heinous crimes" against humanity, the
Administration adopt his program which included crippling her while
aiding the victims of aggression . If all else failed, Gearhart did not
shrink from the idea of declaring war." Even Republican Senator
Styles Bridges (New Hampshire), long associated with noninterven tionism, had by 1941 questioned the benefits of further dealings with
Japan, remarking. "I don't think there is anything to be gained by
trying to appease the Japanese. We have to be firm with them - it's
the only language they know. " 27
Yet . of all the converts during the last years of peace, none
symbolized the dramatic shift in Congressional opinion better than
the long-time maverick leader of the Western Progressives George
W. Norris (R. Nebraska) and Japan's one friend on the Hill, Elbert H.
Thomas (D. Utah). For over twenty-five years, Norris had rejected
any form of international entanglement, including American entry
into the World War . the League of Nations, and the World Court,
while supporting mandatory and rigid neutrality legislation?'
Nonetheless . in spite of his record, he came to recognize the
dissimilarities between events leading up to the World War and
circumstances surrounding loss of peace in the thirties .29 Thus, in
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1939 he voted for repeal of the arms embargo, and eighteen months
later for Lend-Lease, on the supposition that "Hitler's triumphs had
simplified America ' s choices ." Moreover, if Germany was victorious
in Europe. Japan would then create disturbances in the Pacific
region . forcing the United States to fight on two fronts."' In 1941, he
was ready to say Japan possessed none of the genuine humane
intentions of a peaceful nation and furthermore had initiated a crime
aga inst the peoples of Asia ." Few other conversions within the
Republican party could have held as much significance, and Norris' s
acknowledgement that America "cannot appease Japan any more
than we can appease Hitler," indicated how far Congressional
opinion had moved ."
For many years Senator Thomas attempted to temper his
colleague's dislike of Japanese activities in Asia but the continuing
war in China began to irritate the Utah Democrat . Consequently, on
February 13. 1939, Japan ' s strongest ally on the Hill introduced a
new proposal, Senate J oint Resolution 67, giving the President
authority to forbid exports to -belligerents. There was one important
exception; if the Chief Executive considered a country the victim of
aggression he could lift the embargo to aid that nation in its
struggle ." In attempting to reverse the supposedly neutral provisions
contained in the Neutrality Act of 1937 by allowing the President
latitude in determining the aggressor and the victim, Thomas'
sponsorship portended growing animosity within the Senate towards
the Japanese militarists.,. He now realized that the crisis in Asia was
more than a military or imperial commitment by Japan; it was a
revolution of ideas. ethics, and diplomacy that contradicted his view
of civilization, fair treatment of peoples, and peace . When Thomas
finally admitted Japan could not be placated, that nation lost her only
true admirer on Capitol Hill.
Discouraged by the signing of the Tripartite Pact, Thomas sadly
admonished the Japanese:
That Japan. a victor. shou ld ally herself with Germany which was a defeated
country. and make common cause with that defeated country. leaves Japan in an
inconsistent position. Today she is confused. The old order is changing, but a new order
will not come by reverting to the ways of the barbarian . Since the Manchurian and the
Ch ape i incidents. Japan's history had not been an enviable one. Her latest act is in no
sense one of self-defense or self-protection . It is one of aggression."

To act as the assailant, to bomb women and children, to consort with
other aggressors should make no nation proud of itself; yet Thomas
noted that Japan appeared pleased with its performance during the
past decade of expansion. He counseled Tokyo to end its senseless
brut ality by reinstituting morality so that peace might be preserved
for " Without this change the Far East is doomed .,,. Calling Britain's
decision to allow the Anglo-Japanese Alliance to lapse a terrible
mistake , Thomas importuned the United States to replace the British
and act as Japan's East Asian tutor concerning peace, morality and
diplomacy, thereby demonstrating a serious limitation in the
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senator's thinking." While the premise of converting Japan could not
be faulted, Thomas presumed a Japanese moral and ethical
inferiority to the West that could only antagonize that country.
His opinion endeared him to the American Committee which
welcomed his transition from friend to foe of Tokyo. In contacts with
Thomas the chairman of the committee, Roger S. Greene, tried to
sway him. going so far as to invite the senator to a dinner party for
friends and would-be friends of China, then seating Thomas between
two Chinese guests . These maneuverings were followed later by
visits to the Hill. About one such interview, the American Committee
chairman, Roger Greene, wrote that he liked Thomas both personally
and for the senator's aid concerning the embargoing of trade to
Japan. Thomas. with his previous liking for the Japanese and
scholarly studies relating to Eastern Asia, was a powerful ally in the
Upper House and his conversion was relished and considered a major
victory for Greene and his colleagues.38
What must have pleased the committee membership and Thomas
as well was a Gallup Poll published on October 20, 1940, revealing
that 90 percent of those surveyed favoring a prohibition on the sale of
arms and munitions to Japan, a jump of 15 percent since the last poll
conducted ten months earlier, while 96 percent endorsed Roosevelt's
ban on the shipment of scrap metal. By party affiliation the
percentages were 96 percent Democratic and 95 percent Republican,
informing the Administration and the Congress that consensus to
make Tokyo the recipient of military and economic sanctions had
emerged in the country. Interestingly, a Fortune poll revealed that
three-quarters of the businessmen surveyed during this same period
were willing to let Japan continue her policies in Asia without
American interference. Yet the trend in the nation was away from
such overt appeasement and accommodation with aggression?'
Inroads had been made into noninterventionism, and those who
held firm did so at the risk of being labeled pro-Fascist or
pro-Japanese. The challenge to join the majority in Congress
frequently became so overpowering only Arthur H. Vandenberg (R.
Michigan) and one or two others were able to resist. Even Arthur
Capper (R. Kansas). known as the "Prairie Isolationist" showed
awareness of how severely all their beliefs had been eroded by
events. remarking:
Isolation and non-intervention are dead issues . Today the foreign policies of the
United States . the very life of the United States and the lives and fortunes of the people
of the United States are tied into the programs and policies of the British Empire in its
fight against the Axis powers ...

Though he had no chance of success, Vandenberg clung to his idea
of coexistence. Personifying the agonies of men dedicated to the
pursuit of peace he found the task thankless and obstacle-laden. In
the year preceding Pearl Harbor, arguments calling for the United
States to remain aloof from international conflicts or entangling
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alliances had lost their plausibility and no longer could they attract
adherents or neutralize Congress's mood. Unwilling to admit defeat,
however. Vandenberg still thought war could be avoided if only the
United States used diplomacy and indicated willingness to satisfy
some of Japan's demands . Certain that war would debilitate the
economy, the Michigan Republican urged recognizing Japanese
hegemony in Manchukuo. forcing China to yield trade zones in return
for a guaranteed peace on the mainland, and severing Tokyo from the
Rome-Berlin Axis. 41 Americans would be allowed to conduct business
in those newly created Japanese trade zones, and while not
condoning aggression, Vandenberg indicated Eastern Asia was of
little significance and the American attitude could only lead
to catastrophe."
Having formed an alternative, Vandenburg did find a dwindling
group of Congressmen receptive to his ideas. Traditional noninterventionists like Bennett Champ Clark (D. Missouri) and Gerald P .
Nye (R. North Dakota) were pleased to have another choice which
excluded any new provocations directed towards Tokyo. According to
Clark, if the United States did not challenge the reordering of the
status quo in Europe or Asia, it would not have to fear attack from
Germany or Japan~' Nye agreed that there was no danger unless
America provoked the issue, and even an end to the Sino-Japanese
war could be achieved if Roosevelt enabled Japan to "save face" in
the mainland operation . Following Vandenberg's lead, Nye acceded
to his suggestion that Japan receive concessions in China, including
an air base in Shanghai, and resume trade with the United States ...
Nonetheless, the ranks of the noninterventionists continued to
shrink, and as 1941 drew to an end only two voices joined with
Vandenberg. Nye and Clark . Senator Walter George (D. Georgia) still
thought the United States could work out a rapprochement within the
guidelines established by Vandenberg's proposal, while Hiram
Johnson claimed war could be avoided if only the Adminstration
desired peace." The political enigma of the thirties, Burton K .
Wheeler. floundered between supporting his Michigan colleague's
policy while simultaneously advocating diplomatic, economic, and
military actions that could only lead to a conflict . Hatred of Britain
was at the heart of the Senator's noninterventionism and he opposed
all aid to that beleaguered nation:" Nevertheless, he supported the
President's freezing of Japanese assets in order to "slow up Japan
from an economic standpoint and call her bluff so they will not start
anything serious."" He also contended that Pacific regional problems
could be solved peaceably "unless the hotheads of Japan go
crazy.' '48 Like many other noninterventionists, he viewed American
involvement in Europe and Asia from a different perspective . In the
case of the latter area he was frequently as provocative as the most
outspoken of Japan's critics ...
It is questionable how much longer the debate over issues such as
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appeasement versus security might have continued. During 1941,
Congress had reached a consensus on the need to contain Japan and
had accepted an embargo and other measures to accomplish this aim.
Not only did most speeches reveal support for these tactics, but at no
time were moves initiated in committees or on the floor of either
house to restrain Roosevelt from carrying out proposals aimed at
limiting Japan's war capacity . While it is true that a few scattered
protests again st the growing bitterness in American-Japanese
relations continued . these had lost their ability to persuade .
For the bulk of Congress. relations with Japan had reached a state
of confrontation before bombs ever fell at Pearl Harbor. Throughout
the last year of peace , Congressional support existed for the scrap
metal embargo. freezing of assets . and the ban on aviation fuel
exports. Therefore . Chamberlain's assertion that the Administration
promoted policies contrary to the majority will on Capitol Hill is not
historically accurate.'• Within four and a half years following the
outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937 the extreme
position had come to prevail. Finally, on December 7, 1941,
Congressional opinion reached unanimity . brought together by the
very issue. Japanese aggression. that had kept it divided for so long .
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A Letter to the Editors
September 13. 1978
Dear Mrs. O'Bryon:
Th e ramblin g. six pa rt series "Ripon: Ethnic & General Deve lopment" that reached co nclu sion in yo ur Summer
iss ue, while making a contribution to the lite rature of thi s area. deserves some crit ica l comm e nt. It is a matter of
opinion how effective a community history can be that is so entangled with details about local families , so I will
confine my co mme nts mainly to inaccuracies about the basic hi story of San J oaq uin County. especially in the first
two installments.
On page 388 of the Winte r 1975 issue is the sta te me nt , "But in textiles th e Yokuts excelled." This sen tence
appea rs just a few para graph s after the poi nt is made that cloth was unknown in aboriginal Californ ia. It is well
established that Yoku ts and California Indian s in ge neral did not mak e cloth. There is no footnote for the stateme nt s
an d no s upport ing data can be found in Medora J oh nson's book . Indians of San Joaquin County or in Frank l atta's
Handbook of the Yokuts Indians , books that shou ld have bee n consulted for the article.
Regarding comm ents about trappe r/ exp lorer Jedediah Smith in the Spring 1976 iss ue. I am sure if members of
the J ed Smith Society read Mrs. Nadeau's account of the Smith expedition. their ire wo ul d be rai sed . As reported. it
wo uld seem that Smith's trapping adventure ended with his Sierra crossing to Utah an d Mcleod's trek to the Va ll ey
had not hin g to do with Smith. Of cou rse Smith re turn ed. continu ed trapping. and after near co mpl ete disaster with
Indi a ns in Oregon. mad e his way to Fort Vancouver. the Hudson' s Bay Headquarte rs. whe re he to ld of th e
tremendous resources discovered. Much more could be said here but I refe r Mrs. Nadeau and your readers to the
Fall1971 issue of Pacific Historian, Dale Morgan's book, Jededlah Smith and the Opening of the West or a standa rd
text book on California history.
Page 54 of the same issue is full of errors. The headquart e rs of the Hudson's Bay Company were at Fott
Vancouver; the San Francisco facility was only the California headquarters of the Company. See Wallace Smith's
Garden of the Sun, or the above mentioned sources . Th e trapping settleme nt at prese nt French Camp was never
occupied yea r round. See Smith . p. 98. Weber sho uld be g iven credit for his interest in the land of Sa n Joaquin
County. Gulnac would never have applied for it wit hout Webe r' s urging. Such facts as the above a rc clearly outlined
in Dale Morgan's. Captain Charles M. Weber. a tit le that should have been among the sou rces cited. The monetary
sett le me nt described on page 55 for Gu ln ac's interest in the g ra nt are cited from an in accurate article appearin g in
the May 27. 1973 Stockton Record. Thi s article is ve ry poor a nd never s hou ld have been cited when there a re more
rel iable so urces to cite. such as Morgan's book or George Tinkham's History of Stockton, 1880.
Gulnac was not the owner of Ripon land, as the grant Weber encouraged him to apply for did not extend this far
south. Its southern most boundary was just south of prese nt French Camp at Roth Road. Similar statements arc
made on pages 56-58 and 60. The south ern bounda ry of the grant never reached anywhere near the Stanislaus River.
I checked the footnote s upposed ly supporti ng such a state me nt a nd cou ld find no substa nt ia ting information. With
the true Roth Road bounda ry in mind. one can read il y un dersta nd the grant could have not hing to do with th e New
Hope Colony s ite or the futur e location of Ripon.
In the Summer 1976 installment comment is mad e about plows in early use. Th e re is no such te rm as a " one gang
plow" used on p. 198. Th e author mu st be refe rrin g to a common walking plow. Stockton Gang Pl ows. developed to
meet th e needs of valley fa rmers. were commonly three to seve n 'bottom' plows. A ten gang plow, if it ever ex isted .
wou ld certainly be the ultimate. The co mm e nt about the lead horse here does not make sense.
Inaccuraci es are carried th rough to the co ncluding article whi ch opens with co mm e nt s a bout wi ne making in
Ca lifornia . A reader. not already informed. would be convinced that commercial winemaking in California started at
Ripon. This is, of course. untru e; th e wine indu st ry was well established in the Sonoma Vall ey and elsewhere at least
twenty-five yea rs before Joseph J . Franzia a nd ot he rs arrived in America. Italian a nd Sicilian vini cu lturists arc
historically important but this importance mu st not be oversta ted. The story of Ripon vineyards a nd wineries is told
wit hout a ny men tion of Prohibition . It has a n obvious depressing effect and the a uthor should have included
comme nt about it. I wou ld also like to correct the correct ion on p. 170 of thi s issue rcgard.ing the transportatio n of
cord word: four steamers would never tow one barge; it is more like one steamer towing four barges, a lega l limit for
the time .
In concl usio n I wish to state th at I have only com mented on some of the more glarin g errors of fact a nd conception.
Th e article was informative. but I know the a uthor woul d be in accord that we owe hi story buffs and researchers
alike accurate inform at ion.
With eve ry respect to you and yo ur editorial board. I remain
Your friend.
Ra ymond W. Hillman
Cha irm zm Stockton Cultural He rita ge Boa rd
In stru ctor Ca lifornia History . San Joaquin De lt a College
Curator of History at Pioneer Muse um and Hagg in Ga ll eries
1021 N. Argonaut St.
Stockton - 95203

391

Send TilE PACIFIC lliSTOHIAN!
University of the Pacific,
Stockton. California 95211

Please send THE PACIFIC HI STORIAN to:

Address
City and State .

............. ........ Zip code

Check 0 Yearly Subscription to
THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN $10
Check 0 Back issues Volumes 1-21 $135.00

392

INDIAN ADAPTATION TO THE
SPANISH MISSIONS
by Linda Sizelove

The Amerinds of California that the Spanish missionaries
attempted to civilize and Christianize were 15,000 years behind them
in cultural development and, although they were relatively sedentary,
they were stone-age hunters and gatherers. The meeting of these two
cultures brought about an almost total extinction of the Indian
civilization through population decline and cultural assimilation. The
degree of cultural assimilation was very small, but there was some
fusion when the Indians adapted their culture to mission life . This
paper will discuss some of the ways that the Indians adapted, or did
not adapt, culturally and physically to life at the Spanish missions.
Indian religious concepts were linked to basic natural phenomena,
but were usually complex and subtle; which sometimes happens in
primitive societies that do not have to struggle to survive. '
At the missions the padres strove to do away with any Indian
beliefs or tribal customs that conflicted with Christianity. This
included pagan ceremonial rites, as well as any persons who had
exercised the slightest spiritual authority .
The shaman, or medicine man, was probably the central point in
the Indian religion. In him was vested the power over life and death
through treatment of illness. He was the final authority and control
through "supernatural" agencies, over the general welfare of the
people. Priests focused their attack on him, but at some missions he
had some influence in the treatment of the sick, and conducting
semi-religious rites . These were discouraged heavily by the padres
because the methods usually involved witchcraft.
Witchcraft was often carried on secretly. The neophyte lived in two
worlds: the everyday atmosphere of Christianity in broad daylight,
and a silent world to which he would escape.'
Spiritual restraint is not something that can be enforced. In theory,
the padres tried to redirect social and spiritual energy rather than
restrict it,' although this was not entirely s uccessful.
Indian religion contained ceremonies and dances of all kinds for
birth, puberty, marriage, death, war, and for the seasons. These
were impossible to supress entirely. Padres soon saw that the Indians
had a deep love for music and were impressed by the colorful
vestments and shiny religious utensils. Priests tried to redirect
spiritual energies by emphasizing Catholic ritual. They permitted the
neophytes to remain ceremonial as long as it did not conflict
with Christianity .
As stated above , the Indians had a real fondness for music.
Members of the Viscaino expedition had seen them singing in their
canoes. The Indians had a few musical instruments of their own
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before they met the mtsswnaries. These included timbrels (small
hand drums). whistles made from the bone of the foreleg of the deer,
flutes made from the elder tree, and rattles . Fathers Crespi and
Costanso commented on the harmony that the Indians produced in
their dance and song .
The Indian s had many of their own songs for various occasions .
Many were happy and some were sad . They had songs for burials,
recovery from sickness. war, the chase, for entertaining the children,
and for telling stories and fables . These songs had no sequence of
thought; they simply name birds, places, etc.•
The Indians easily learned to play the instruments introduced by
the Spaniards. Some of these included the violin, the bass violin,
guitars. flutes, drums, triangles, and at a few missions, the organ.
The Indians learned to build musical instruments as well as arrange
music. One of the missionaries, Father Owen, said that, "They sing
Spanish airs to perfection and easily learn whatever is taught them .
They form a choir and can do a part in mass ."
All missions had choirs and orchestras, and Indians strove for a
place in them . Some of these choirs had colorful uniforms and
costumes which attracted the Indians . These probably reminded
them of the paint and feathers that they previously wore .
Indians sang masses, hymns of benediction, hymns to the saints,
vespers. lamentations to accompany the mysteries of the rosary, and
the stations of the cross, and songs for the principal feast s and
ceremonies of the year.
Mission records show the important function served by dances of
various kinds in the life of the mission Indians . Sometimes these
dances were part of Indian attempts to cure illness, as in an incident
at Santa Ines. In the Contestacion of 1811 the President of the
missions stated that, "Sometimes they hold nocturnal, secret dances,
always running away so that the Fathers won't know what they are
doing ." The priests at San Luis Rey and Santa Ines claimed that their
neophytes were using jimson weed in their ceremonies.'
For their dances Indians usually painted their faces and wore
feathers in their hair, and sometimes on their shoulders, to represent
wings . These dances always represented some scene or an animal,
such as the bear or coyote . They were performed by striking the feet
in time and making gestures of love, anger, fright, etc. Sometimes
ancient funeral rites were adapted to burial instead of cremation .
Towards the end of the mission period the neophytes were
permitted, or requested, to perform native dances for the amusement
of the civilian population. This was done at Santa Clara and at San
Francisco Solano, where General Vallejo especially enjoyed
watching them.•
Since the Indians enjoyed singing and dancing so much, and were
attracted by pomp and pageantry, they apparently were very willing
to participate in the many ceremonies that took place at the missions
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throughout the year. Each church had an elaborate dedication
ceremony, and once a year the respective missions celebrated a feast
in honor of their patron saint.
At Christmas time the Indians participated in Las Posadas, a
procession commemorating the journey of Mary and Joseph from
Bethlehem, and their nine-day search for shelter. On Christmas Eve
they performed "Los Pastores," a nativity play.
Holy Week was also celebrated fully and Easter morning the
Indians came to church dressed in their best clothes and took part in
the feast of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
In May they celebrated the feast of San Isidro, the patron saint of
those who cultivate the soil. There were various other feasts and
celebrations during the year, so that dias de fiesta were frequent
enough to break the monotony of mission life .
Since the Indians were attracted by the glittering ornaments,
colored beads, trinkets, brightly colored vestments, shining silver
vessels, lighted candles, music and solemn ceremonies, the
missionaries felt it was important to decorate the churches as much as
possible . These painted churches are seen today as originals or
as reconstructions.
In gentile days the Indians painted on the walls of caves and on
rocks . The pigments used came from earth and minerals, and the
predominant colors were red, black, white, and blue .
Many of the paintings in the mission churches were done by the
Indians . Much of this work was directed by "foreigners" who had
come to the missions. Thomas Doak of Boston came to Monterey as a
sailor in 1816. He helped the Indians at Mission San Juan Bautista
paint the main altar and reredos of their church . Don Esteban
Munrus directed the Indians in painting the walls and sacristy at
Mission San Miguel. Senor Augustin Davila helped the Indians at
Santa Clara decorate the third mission church.
To a certain extent the Indians were allowed to paint symbols and
scenes from their gentile life and religion. Some of the more common
Indian designs to be found include triangles, which for some tribes
represented mountains, and for others meant rainclouds . Parts of
animals such as wings, fins, or incisors would often represent the
entire animal. A rectangular line represented the lizard, a series of
acute angles represented birds in flight, and a zigzag line
represented a snake.'
Another common Indian design was a checkerboard pattern. Until
about 1900 there was a niche in the wall of a room in the northeast
corner of the quadrangle at Mission San Juan Capistrano. This niche
was decorated with a checkerboard design done in blue and yellow
ochres . Checkerboard designs have also been found at the Asistencia,
San Antonio de Pala.
The original walls at Mission San Miguel Arcangel show many
Indian motifs. At the head of the church behind the altar is an eye in a

395

triangle within a cloud with sun rays coming out of it . The eye pattern
sometimes stands for the idea of the ''power of motion .' '• This also
was part of the Indian idea of the all-seeing God looking down upon
them. Another symbol that is found at San Miguel is an open shell
which may have represented the springing forth of new life .
Recently Indian motifs have been discovered under the whitewash
at Mission San Fernando Rey de Espana . These include flowers,
animals, the emblazoned sun, triangles and other geometric designs;
a hunting scene where an Indian disguised in a deerskin is shown
shooting a deer with bow and arrow, and other scenes and objects.
Butterflies. flowers, and angels in blue and gold were painted by
the Indians on a side altar at Mission San Luis Rey de Francia. A
number of the designs at San Luis Rey are found repeated with
variation at the Asistencia San Antonio de Pala. There were also
figures similar to those found in the "painted cave" in the Santa Ines
Mountains and the "Piedra Pintada" in the Carrizo Plains in San Luis
Obispo County. • The paintings of the stations of the cross hanging at
Mission San Gabriel Arcangel were painted by the Indians of Mission
San Fernando.
The Fathers taught the neophytes the principles of Christian
religion . Every day of the week there was a mass held at the mission
and all those who were not working were required to attend. The rest
of the Indians attended church on Sundays and on other
specified days .
Thousands of Indians did become sincere Christians. Many of
these Indians were encountered by the miners of the 1850's. What
must be considered is the depth of the conversion. There was a
tendency for the Indian and Christian religion to merge. Indians often
adopted and modified Christianity to conform it to their culture. As
discussed earlier, the ceremonial of the Catholic religion did a lot to
satisfy their love for ritual. They saw the life and death of Christ as a
distorted version of their lives. They had no fear of hell because it was
unknown to their fathers . They did believe in the devil, a concept
learned from the padres, which they magnified as their personal
enemy. The concept of the immortality of the soul was unknown to
them as gentiles.••
The missions had several workshops for weaving, carpentry,
soap-making, blacksmithing, shoemaking, and harness-making.
They also made tiles and adobe bricks, baskets, and many other
utensils used at the mission . A great deal of agricultural work also
took place. There were orchards of fruit trees and vines. Many kinds
of grains and vegetables were raised, such as wheat, corn, beans,
peas, chick-peas, lentils, potatoes, cabbages, watermelons, and
musk-melons. They also made wine, brandy, and other liquors.
Men and boys were chosen for training in various trades according
to physical and intellectual ability, which determined whether they
would become makers of adobes and tiles, blacksmiths or carpenters,
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or whether they would look after livestock or work in the fields . At age
nine some were lucky enough to be chosen to serve as pages, bell
ringers, or members of the chorus or orchestra.11
The most talented Indians were instructed in the Christian doctrine
and to read Spanish. It was hoped that those that could write and sing
would teach their children Spanish, and that they, in turn, would
teach their friends and children.
The mission was a poor environment to teach language because
there were so many Indians there, compared to a few Spaniards.
Neophytes spent a lot of time with each other, so could speak their
own languages . Even though there were over 100 dialects and
languages spoken in pre-Spanish California, in the missions the tribal
distinctions weakened and merged until many dialects could not be
distinguished from each other. The padres made efforts to learn the
native dialects. but that was a difficult task because the Indians had
no written language, and their vocabularies contained few words for
things that could not be heard, touched, or tasted . Some Fathers went
so far as to preach in the Shoshonean or Yuman languages, but tried
to insist more and more on the use of Spanish as time went on .12 At all,
or most of the missions Indians eventually learned to understand
Spanish; some spoke, and a very few could read and write. This
ranged from mission to mission. At some missions a large proportion
of the neophytes could speak Spanish and at others they could only
understand . Schools were established in some areas, but the majority
of the instruction was industrial training.
At the missions the Indian personal names were substituted by
Christian baptismal names such as Juan, Francisco, Pablo, Maria,
Josefa, Paula, and Felipa, for example. Today there are Indians who
combine the Spanish and the Indian name, for example; "the viejo
Jesus Huaro at Soboba" and Jose Quilip or Joseph the Clean, but the
combination of Christian and gentile was frowned upon by the
padres. When children were born of a Spanish soldier and an Indian
woman, the children took the father's family name and so the Indian
family or clan name would be lost."
One of the adjustments that the Indians had to make at the
missions involved the change in diet and the manner of obtaining and
preparing food . The Indians were hunters and gatherers before they
came to the missions. California had ample game and natural forests
of oaks which provided food for the Indians, so there was no real need
for them to develop agriculture. Inland Indians ate small game, birds,
tubers. acorns, other seeds, and occasionally insects. They hunted
small game with bow and arrow . They would not kill bears, which
were considered evil omen, or coyotes, which they thought were
poisonous." The Indians that lived along the coast ate shellfish , shore
birds, and small game or carcasses of dead whales.
This natural food resource was partly responsible for the problems
that Indians had in adjusting to the labor routine at the missions.
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They were accustomed to working hard to obtain and prepare food, in
building shelters, and in making clothes, utensils and weapons, but
effort was not of necessity, consistent . Food supply was seasonal, so
the Indian worked hard to accumulate food when it was available, and
rested until the environment demanded that he work again. The
domestic work of women was also handled in this manner. So the
tradition of labor was to work only when necessity demanded. There
was no concept of a continuous effort over a long period of time,
directed toward a consistent production of commodities or an end for
the distant future ."
Since the Indian saw no direct necessity for work in the field,
such as plowing the wheat field or weeding the vegetable garden,
they would sometimes make excuses for not working, stall on the job,
or run away. The padres interpreted this as laziness and put pressure
on them, and sometimes punished them.
As mentioned above, the Indians also had to adjust to a change in
diet at the missions. The two main dishes eaten were atoie and
pozoie. Atole was a corn-meal porridge and pozole was a stew of corn,
beans, and meat. Generally the food consumed at the missions
included grains, such as corn, wheat, barley, and beans. Animal food
included beef. lard, mutton, and pork. There were vegetables such as
lentils and peas, and some fruits and fruit juices. Wildfood included
acorns, small seeds, grasses , insects, and shellfish, among
other things.
Married Indians were given weekly rations of corn, wheat, beans,
and a good piece of meat, either fresh or dried.
Indians were sometimes allowed to go into the woods to gather
seeds such as acorns, pine-nuts, wild cherries and sage . The policies
on food gathering were different at various missions. At Mission San
Gabriel they were allowed to go out once a year. They were usually
accompanied by very trusted Indians . At San Antonio de Padua they
were allowed to go out gathering seeds only as a way of combating
the shortage of foodstuffs. Indians were allowed to gather food more
often in the beginning of a mission's life because the agricultural and
stock industries would not yet be prepared to sustain the people.
Padres discouraged the utilization of wild foods in order to prevent
any kind of reversion to their old ways of doing things.
Each mission submitted an annual statement of the quantity of
staple foods produced, and a census showing the number of cattle,
sheep, goats, pigs, horses, and mules that each possessed. Through
these reports estimates have been made as to the caloric intake of the
Indians. The estimates of S.F . Cook show a range of 715 calories per
person, per day at San Antonio de Padua and 2,000 at Santa Cruz .
This produces an average of 1,405.'6 These figures show calories
produced, so as we interpret them we must realize that the Indians
probably did not have access to all of these calories. Some of the food
went to feed the soldiers and their families (who may have gotten a
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larger share of food than the Indians), mtsstonaries, an-d other
personnel. Some of the food was traded, some supplied to presidios,
and some of it deteriorated in storage.
Evidence suggests that generally the Indians had an ample and
well balanced diet, except during brief intervals of hardship. There
was some physical and emotional reaction to the new diet, but this
was uncommon, or at least appears so in the records . The living
environment of the Indians at the missions affected them both
socially and physically in various ways. In the early mission period
the missions were started with a group of Indians who actually lived
at, or near the mission site, and so continued to live in their home
territory. They came from the same or related villages, and spoke the
same language, and had more or less the same cultural background.
In later years they started bringing Indians from farther away. With
this practice, Indians of different cultures and dialects were thrown
together. A new Indian coming in would encounter an already
developed community of people who could be indifferent, or even
hostile to strangers."
In gentile days the Indians lived in villages located near streams,
the ocean, or groves of live oaks. Homes were made of brush or tules,
and were tied to form the circular shape of the shelter. When they
became too dirty, they simply burnt the hut to the ground.
The villages were small, ranging in size up to two hundred people
and had no real social organization or sense of community .1• Mission
population averaged 500-600 and was often more than 1,000. Single
Indians were confined in separate buildings which were usually very
crowded. This crowding caused disease, which will be discussed
later , and psychological problems. Indians were accustomed to the
utmost freedom of movement and had a great deal of territory to
move around in. Many Indians tried to resist this aggregation and the
highly organized life of the missions. Some refused to listen to the
padre ' s appeals, fought mission guards, or harassed Indians that had
already accepted Christianity.~• Among the neophytes there were
incidents of fugitivism and rebellion. Fugitivism was sometimes
temporary, because the Indians returned on their own, and often they
were brought back by force . Up to 1831 permanent fugitivism was
4o/o . By 1834 there had been 5,428 desertions out of 81,586 total
baptisms. 20 Reasons for leaving, as stated by the Indians, included
love of liberty and longing for their native environment, dislike of
surroundings. forced labor. crowding, confinement as punishment,
reaction to the type of food, restricted sexual relations, and restraint
of religious beliefs."
The fact that there were few Indian uprisings could stem from the
fact that they previously had no concept of organized warfare . They
had brief raids on neighboring villages, but these were usually
carried out as a matter of material need for the booty . Early explorers
described these Indians as peaceful people . There were a few Indian
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uprisings that can be noted : the rebellion at San Diego Mission in
1775 and the Purisima rebellion of 1824 involving Santa Ines, La
Purislma Concepcion, and Santa Barbara.
Some problems evolved from the differing moral codes relating to
sexual relations. Indians had definite customs relating to sex, but the
attitude seems to have been indifferent to, or favorable toward, the
unrestrained fulfillment of the sex drive on the part of either sex . The
Indians came up against one of the most rigid and uncompromising
sex codes the world has ever seen. The very strict separation of the
sexes among single Indians caused various psychological effects
including homosexuality," and as previously noted, fugitivism.
Evidence suggests that there was a notable amount of abortion
and infanticide .
Indians did not understand many of the white man's laws.
Punishment for crimes among the gentiles generally involved some
compensation for, or punishment delivered , by the person offended .
They had no experience with law enforcement of the state. When
Indians were punished by the padres for offenses, their reaction was
often a resentment toward the particular person who delivered the
punishment. Indians had respect for the property of others within
their group. but not with respect to outsiders, so some stock stealing
and petty theft took place, and caused ill feelings when it happened .
Other crimes that occurred included apostacy, conspiracy, arson, sex
violations, and murder. There is no evidence to suggest that these
crimes were any more prevalent among the Indians than among the
white population!' Another possibility for the cause of crime is that
the Indians really did not understand and assimilate the Christian
ethic and morality.
Indian medicine involved medicine men (shamen) and the use of
natural or home remedies from roots, herbs, and berries, and the
temescal or sweathouse. The shaman was believed to have
supernatural powers and his work involved incantations and dancing.
The Indians believed that something foreign in their bodies was
causing the disease, so the shaman, through "sleight of hand,"
would come with an object such as a bone, snake, or lizard which was
supposed to have caused the illness.
The missions had very few doctors, and those that they did have
were often incompetent and knew little about surgery. The Fathers
had some knowledge of medicine, and some knew a little bit about
surgery, but their knowledge was not sufficient to treat many
illnesses. Seeing the large amount of illness and the failure of
''civilized'' medicine, the missionaries often permitted the neophytes
to get what benefit they could from their own methods, but every
effort was made to prevent the use of any methods that were
considered un -Christian . These methods were often used without the
padres knowing about them, because when the Indians saw their lack
of competence in medical matters, they stopped reporting to them
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when they were sick ."'
Some of the Indian natural, rather than supernatural, remedies
were somewhat effective on a limited number of diseases. The
temescal was helpful in curing some skin diseases, but when the
panicky Indians tried to use it as a cure for the measles, the result
was disastrous. 25
Indian medicine men lost much of their prestige as the Indians
came into contact with European diseases . White man's diseases
such as measles. chicken-pox, cholera, and venereal disease killed
hundreds. even thousands of Indians.
The pre-mission birth and death rates were about the same; 45-50
per thousand . During the mission period between 1774 and 1784, the
death rate was 70 per 1,000 annually.'•
In 1806 there was a measles epidemic throughout California. In San
Francisco 234 Indian s died in two months, and in Santa Barbara 44
died in fifteen days. In 1806 the number of deaths above the mean for
a year was 1.800. In 1827 another measles epidemic occurred, killing
possibly up to 1.000 Indians ."
Indian s also su ffered from influenza. and other general illness, as
well as periodic sem i-epidemics. It is estimated that 1,000 to 5,000
deaths were caused by syphili s. probably introduced by the Spanish
soldiers . Syphilis made the Indians more susceptible to other
diseases such as influenza, tuberculosis, and dysentery.
Crowding was probably a major cause in the spread of disease, as
was intercommunication between missions. between mission and
presidio. and between mission and village . Other causes would be the
change in climate for the Indians. sexual relations, bad sanitation,
and lack of treatment .
The estimate that S.F. Cook makes on the native population in
1770. exclusive of the Modoc, Paiute. and Colorado River tribes, is
about 135.000. By 1832 there were about 98 .000, and by 1880 there
were 12.500." These estimates show a sharp decline in Indian
population due in part to disease. but also to the encroachment of
Mexican and American ranchers and agriculturalists
after secularization .
William Newcomb Jr . describes the California Indians as a group
that would adapt to local conditions and then be very unsusceptible to
change. which would occur only very slowly . The Indian s were forced
to go through a very rapid change of life style. Cultural assimilation
must. by its very nature. take place gradually over a long period of
time. The missions were not in existence long enough for this to
happen. In some cultural ways the Indians did a good job of adapting
to mission life. In physical and psychological ways the adaptation was
not always so good. After secularization, some Indians reverted
comp letely to old ways and some retained many European ways of
life. For example. some adopted a horse and cattle raiding existence .
Regardless of which life style a particular Indian chose after leaving
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the missions, he had a great difficulty in competing with the
onslaught of white men into California after 1850. Probably all of the
Indians that exist in California today are either on reservations, or are
totally assimilated into white society.
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Villa de Branciforte
by
Steven Payne
The Villa de Branciforte was a small settlement which was founded
near Mission Santa Cruz in 1797 and which lasted until the end of the
Spanish period in 1821. It was financed by Spain for the purpose of
populating California and providing a permanent reserve of soldiers
to defend California in the event of a foreign invasion . The
advantage of the new settlement, as originally planned, was that it
was to be self-supporting by growing its own food, raising its own
livestock, and trading its products at the markets of Monterey and
San Francisco.
In order to fully understand the intentions of Spain in proposing the
Villa de Branciforte, one must be aware of the prevailing military and
political conditions concerning Spain in the late 1700's. In an effort to
beat Russia in a race for possession of the Nootka Sound (off the
Canadian coast), the Spanish government sent Esteban Jose
Martinez to take control of the harbor and make an establishment
there . Martfnez arrived at the Nootka Sound on May 5 , 1789 and
found five ships anchored, two of which were British . James Colnett,
captain of the British ships, had made his voyage for the purpose of
colonizing the area for Britain but refused to show Martinez any of his
legal documents verifying his action . Colnett maintained that he had
the authority to colonize this area since Captain James Cook, in 1778,
had visited, named, and claimed discovery rights of the Nootka
Sound . Actually, Juan Perez, a Spanish navigator, had discovered the
Nootka Sound in 1774. Because of this disagreement, Martinez
detained the British ships which led to a threat of war . '
War between Spain and Britain was finally averted by the
formation of the Nootka Convention on October 28, 1790. The
negotiations continued until April 2, 1794 at which time it was
mutually agreed that both countries would have equal access to the
Nootka Sound . It was further agreed that Britain could not enter or
make establishments anywhere in Alta California or in the Americas
occupied by Spain . It was implied in the wording of the convention,
however, that either power could enter and hold those areas not
already occupied by the other. Spain was very suspicious of this
implication since Britain had previously seized small islands in the
Caribbean under similar conditions .'
The agreements reached at the Nootka Convention served to pacify
Spain only temporarily. Soon after the convention ended ten British
ships were seen entering the Nootka Harbor. Spain began to fear that
the British intended to take over the Nootka Sound completely and
then possibly move down the coast to Alta California. Alta California
was a valuable possession she did not want to lose. In addition, the
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loss of Alta California to the British would put an end to trade with the
provinces of Northern Mexico and would make the Manila galleon an
easy target for the British Navy. Another matter of grave concern was
that the Spanish naval fleet at San Bias, Mexico was much smaller
than the British naval fleet located at Botany Bay in the
South Pacific. 3
Due to Spain's increasing suspicion about Britain's intentions,
Spain began to formulate plans for the fortification of the California
coast. The only protection Spain had established in Alta California at
that time was the presidios. The presidios were constructed for the
purpose of Indian control and were not armed on a scale that a major
war would require . They were made of adobe walls of average
thickness and armed with Indian fighters on horseback. The presidio
at San Francisco had two cannons, neither of which were in working
order; San Diego had three but they were not mounted; Santa
Barbara and Monterey were in somewhat better condition . The
Marques de Branciforte, Viceroy of New Spain, ordered that each
presidio be fortified with at least eight serviceable twelve-pound
cannons immediately.
It soon became clear, however, that a few cannons would not be
sufficient to protect the coast. In between the presidios were vast
stretches of open land where foreign invaders could enter and make
establishments. Also, if the presidios were overtaken by the enemy
and then fortified to a greater extent, it would be difficult for Spain to
regain control of Alta California. Miguel Costanso, a Spanish
engineer, and two others were the first to seek solutions to these
problems . Costanso wrote a letter to Viceroy Branciforte on October
17, 1794 describing his plan . The plan involved the establishment of
families of gente de razon at each mission . This would help to speed
up the indoctrination of the Indians into the Western Civilization.
Secondly, Manila galleons carrying retired soldiers from the
Philippine Islands to Acapulco would stop off at California and the
soldiers could remain, ifthey wished, at the presidios or as settlers of
towns. Costans6 also suggested that a detachment of soldiers armed
with artillery be sent to each presidio.'
The Viceroy de Branciforte, after considering Costanso's plan,
came up with his own plan shortly afterwards. To simply fortify the
presidios with large numbers of soldiers was, in his opinion, too great
an expense because the soldiers finishing their terms would leave and
more would have to be hired in their place. Branciforte's plan
involved a new kind of town which would function as both the
establishment of a population and as a military defense and could be
maintained economically. A group of married soldiers was first to be
sent to Alta California to man the presidios . After they completed
their military terms they would receive free land and provisions in a
new villa or pueblo that would be located in the area of San Francisco.
Branciforte thought the soldiers would be happy to receive the land
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and that it would serve as an incentive for them to remain in Alta
California. With the soldiers living near the presidios they could be
readied for battle on short notice and could wage war from the
interior in the event that the presidio was captured . In addition, the
settlement would be a self-supporting trade center and a place where
Indians could be civilized .
Don Alberto de Cordoba, a Spanish military officer, was sent by
Branciforte to the port of San Francisco . He was instructed to locate a
site for the villa that would be somewhat near a battery and be
defensive to the coast to prevent enemy landings . Cordoba arrived in
early 1796 and began his search for the new site . The lands explored
by Cordoba were as follows: all those in the vicinity of Mission San
Francisco and the presidio there; the lands in the vicinity of Mission
Santa Cruz, from the Pajaro River to Santa Clara; and the place
called Alameda.
Viceroy de Branciforte had ordered that the governor of Alta
California, Diego de Borica, be in charge of the operations concerning
fortifications of the presidios and the establishment of the new villa.
On July 2, 1796 Cordoba wrote to Borica concerning his recently
completed exploration of the possible sites for the new villa:
The only place desirable is situated on the river side of the Mission Santa Cruz next
to Monterey. Good land is found there, some of which can be irrigated and some moist
enough to grow crops, and other portions are pasture lands, for large and increasing
herds of cattle; also having all the necessities such as timber, stone , limestone, clay, to
make adobe bricks and tiles for the construction of edifices, and plenty of water. It is
near the sea containing an abundance of fish, a means of transportation of the exports
of the settlers of the new settlement. It is my opinion that Indians will not suffer any
damage or drawback by reason of founding a new settlement, because at the Mission
there will be left to them large tracts of land, which they can use for cultivation, and
upon which their animals can pasture. 5

With regard to the other lands explored, Alameda was undesirable
because it lacked sufficient water, stone, or timber, and the San
Francisco lands were too sandy, had a poor water supply, and it was
often quite windy there . Cordoba wrote further that the Indians had
no chiefs or leaders who, as previously planned, could have lived
among the villa's settlers in order to insure the obedience of the
tribes. The way to civilize them was to locate some of them near the
villa and in time they could learn and imitate the ways of
the Spaniard. •
In April of 1796, according to plan, Commander Lieutenant Colonel
Pedro de Alberni arrived at San Francisco Bay with his ship carrying
seventy-five soldiers from Guadalajara. It is not clear whether they
were married men as Branciforte had ordered. These men were
assigned in smaller groups to the Presidios of San Diego, Monterey,
and San Francisco. A short time after their arrival Governor Borica
wrote to Branciforte asking that settlers be sent to relieve the soldiers
who, since being sent to the various presidios, had been
overwhelmed by domestic duties and were not training for battle. In
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addition, there was no one available to build the new villa. Governor
Borica also requested that each settler be given a sturdy adobe house
because he didn't want the new villa to be like the pueblos at San Jose
or Los Angeles where settlers lived in tule huts. He requested that
Viceroy Branciforte send four classes of settlers as follows: '' .. . first,
robust country people from cold, temperate climes; second,
carpenters, smiths, stone-cutters and masons; third, tailors, farmers,
shoe-makers and tile makers; fourth, shipwrights and sailors to take
advantage of the abundance of whales ... "' Governor Borica was
highly enthusiastic about the new settlement, and he wanted the
settlers to be decent people possessing certain skills necessary to the
success of the new establishment.
On January 25, 1797 Viceroy de Branciforte formally approved the
establishment of the villa to be called the Villa de Branciforte in his
honor. It was to be located on high ground on the east side of the San
Lorenzo River, directly opposite Mission Santa Cruz. On May 9, 1797
Cordoba was instructed to design the town to include houses for
settlers, a church, government buildings and a hospital.
Elaborate efforts were made to recruit settlers from New Spain
including the distribution of questionnaires to people of several
towns. Unfortunately, very few people were interested. Those people
interviewed said they were afraid of the hazards of sea travel, they
were too old or too sick, or they didn't want to leave what they already
owned for something too distant and unsure as a town that wasn't
even built. • On May 12, 1797 nine colonists arrived in San Francisco,
all of which were men condemned for petty crimes and gotten from
Guadalajara. Some were sick from syphilis and other unknown
diseases . The new colonists were put under the control of Corporal
Gabriel Moraga, an excellent soldier and Indian fighter, who was
instructed to put the colonists to work building temporary structures
and to watch over their conduct. •
Governor Borica was not happy with the class of people who had
been sent to him. He again wrote to Viceroy de Branciforte
requesting that a more honest class of people be sent including
healthy women of good character. In addition, no tools or clothing had
been sent with the first group and he asked that they be sent with the
second group. On August 28, 1797, a second group of settlers arrived.
There were sixteen men this time and all were of the same class as
the first group. Borica's requests for tools and clothing had not been
observed, nor were any of the settlers skilled at any of the necessary
trades. Borica decided not to send the second group of settlers to the
Villa de Branciforte. Some were put into the military and others were
allowed to become part of the general population of Alta California.
One suspects the governor did not think these undesirables would
contribute to the building of a sound community.
By July 24, 1797, the first group of settlers had dug irrigation
canals, erected temporary dwellings of tule and mud, and measured
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the fields for future planting. A bridge was built over the river
connecting Mission Santa Cruz and the villa and a water mill and a
lime kiln were constructed. On August 12, 1979, Cordoba went back
to the Villa de Branciforte in order to prepare an estimate of the
necessary costs of construction. The estimate of $23,405, an
extremely large sum for those times, was sent to Branciforte.
Unfortunately, Cordoba was notified soon after that all the funds for
the new villa had been exhausted due to the costs of the war which
had broken out between Spain and France on October 7, 1796.
In the meantime, the second group of convicts became involved in a
series of legal disputes which lasted for several years. The
controversy centered around the fact that Governor Borica refused to
pay a salary or give rations to these men because they did not live in
the villa, even though he had told them not to go there. In addition,
Borica had not decided whether or not they could return to New Spain
when they had completed their terms of punishment. Borica died
before any settlement was reached which further complicated the
matter. Jose Joaquin de Arrillaga, then lieutenant governor of Baja
California, took Borica's place but did not go to Monterey for six
years . In the meantime, Branciforte's counselors determined that
only those settlers actually living in .the Villa de Branciforte were
entitled to government aid, and only if their conduct was reasonable.
The counselors also ruled that no convict could return to New Spain at
the end of his sentence because it would be a waste of government
money and the purpose of populating California would not
be achieved.
Six of the convicts from the second group were admitted into the
Villa de Branciforte after the counselors had made their ruling . The
rest of the group traveled from place to place but did not seem to fit in
anywhere . These men were criticized for their conduct and served
only to bring shame to the government officials who had sent them
there. One convict even made an attempt to murder Governor Borica.
One man wrote the following note regarding the convicts: " .. . it
would be most favorable to the interests of the province if the convicts
were distant from it a million leagues [3 million miles] for a couple of
centuries, an occurrence which would be of advantage to both God
and the King ."'"
The missionaries had a similar view of the convicts and had been
opposed to the establishment of the new villa from the time they first
heard it proposed. Father Alonso Salazar wrote to the Viceroy de
Branciforte in 1796 regarding his fear that the new establishment
would be like the pueblos at San Jose and Los Angeles: "The two
towns founded twenty years ago have made no advancement. The
people are a set of idlers. For them the Indian is an errand-boy,
vaquero, and digger of ditches - in short, general factotum .
Confident that the Gentiles are working, the settlers pass the day
singing. The young men wander on horseback through the rancherias
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soliciting the women to immorality.""
On August 30, 1797, a joint letter signed by various missionaries
was sent to Borica requesting a suspension of the building of the Villa
de Branciforte until it could be moved to another spot far away from
the mission Santa Cruz . The specific objections of the present site
were as follows: the villa was too close to the Mission Santa Cruz and
this was a direct violation of the laws of the West Indies; it was unfair
to the Indians to give away their land to strangers; the Indians were
entitled to plenty of water and land so their cattle could graze and
drink without being confused with those of the villa. The missionaries
were convinced that between the missions of Santa Cruz and San
Francisco there was plenty of room for a relocation of the new villa."
According to Borica, the missionaries were being unrealistic about
the impact ofthe new settlement on the Indians. In a letter written to
the missionaries Borica stated that in 1796 the Mission Santa Cruz
had grown more wheat than was able to be harvested. It could, if
necessary, expand its land in all directions except to the west where
the villa was located. The Indian population had decreased about
twelve percent due to disease in the last three years so it was not as
though the Mission needed to expand anyway. The Mission, said
Borica, had made profits by selling extra seeds to the new members
of the villa and besides, Cordoba and some of the settlers had built a
warehouse, a lime kiln, and a mill for the Mission. Again, Borica told
them that there was no land between the two missions large· enough
for the villa to be moved to."
In spite of Borica's efforts, the missionaries continued to complain
and cause trouble for him. As a result of their objections, work on the
villa was halted from 1797 to 1800. It was felt that it would be foolish
to put money and effort into this project only to have it moved to a
different site.
In the meantime, Borica was having a considerable problem
keeping the convicts orderly at Villa de Branciforte. He issued orders
that there was to be no gambling, drunkenness, intercourse between
settlers and Indians, or sale of government equipment, and that
failure to work would be punished. Unfortunately, the governor's
warnings were not sufficient to control the men from Guadalajara.
Many began to take pleasure trips to the pueblo at San Jose because
it was larger and had more excitement. Sometimes they would not
return for days. By order ofthe governor, any man who did not return
on a specified date was to be sentenced to several days in the stocks .
Two men were punished this way and two others left the settlement
for good . By 1800 all such trips to San Jose were prohibited.'•
The sum of $23,405, estimated construction cost of the villa not
including labor, was finally agreed to be paid on March 6, 1801. Since
the previous year, however, the price oftools had more than doubled .
On June 5, 1801 Manuel Carcaba, paymaster general of Mexico, sent
a recommendation to the new Viceroy, Felix Berenguer de Marquina,
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asking for a suspension of the investment in tools. On Sept. 30, 1802
the Viceroy was informed further that no qualified engineer was
available in California that could oversee the construction. Taking
these matters into consideration, the Viceroy suspended operations
on Dec. 11, 1802 until the provisional governor, Jose Arrillaga could
move to Alta California and find an engineer."
Sometime in 1801 an attempt was made to establish civil
government in the villa. Jose Vicente Mojica, one of the original
settlers of 1797, was elected alcalde . Also elected were two regidores
and a juez de paz (justice of the peace). The position of alcalde was
supposed to carry a great deal of authority and·it was hoped that the
establishment of civil government in Villa de Branciforte would bring
the settlers under control and aim them in a more positive direction.
This was a sound intention but it was difficult for the alcalde to keep
order in a settlement stricken with financial problems and composed
partially of convicts.
In 1803 Jose de Ia Guerra was sent to the Villa de Branciforte to
make a report on its condition:
The account he gave was a sad commentary on the town itself and on the competence
of the men who had established it. Guerra found the houses of the town constructed
without solidity, arranged without symmetry, and located on a poorly chosen site,
namely a little level spot on the extremity of a small hill. Of the twenty-five houses ,
only one was built of adobe. The rest were made of palisades covered with mud and
were roofed with tule. They were grouped together without the slightest vestige of
streets or a plaza. The opportunities for planting and reaping a good harvest were few.
In the vicinity there was not lack of rich irrigated land but the Mission Santa Cruz had it
all, just as the villa had all the best pastureland. Thus the town and the Mission were a
source of mutual disadvantage to one another. 16

Some progress had been made, however. The number of simple
dwellings had increased and the population had risen to 101 persons.
But even these accomplishments were as a result of the labors of
some retired soldiers who had come there and done most of the work.
By 1805 the population had fallen to 31 people . It is thought that
because the villa did not have sufficient farm land it was hard to
confine the population to the limited area of the town." Arguments
over property boundaries erupted between the Brancifortians and the
missionaries of the Mission Santa Cruz. Many people left the
settlement at this time and the civil government collapsed.
In 1806 the governor reported that only five of the original settlers
remained . Only seven houses were occupied and these were crude
and poorly roofed . There was a total of 14 houses left standing out of
the 25 reported in 1803. After 1806 the population began to rise
slowly . In 1811 the population was 37 and in 1815 it was 53 . In 1816
the new governor, Lieutenant Colonel Don Pablo Vicente de Sola,
gave new orders regarding the conduct of the residents of the Villa de
Branciforte. His orders were no more successful then than they had
been when Governor Borica gave them. The new governor also
started a new succession of alcaldes which lasted until the end of the
Spanish period in 1821.
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It is hard to believe that from what appears to have been very
thorough and intelligent planning the outcome could have been so
bitterly disappointing. Not only was the Villa de Branciforte not
self-supporting, it was a financial drain and a source of
embarassment to the Spanish government. The idea of establishing a
lasting military defense system and at the same time increasing the
population, providing a port and a trading center, and civilizing the
Indians, is practical and impressive . I do not think the Villa de
Branciforte failed because the expectations of the planners were
unrealistic. On the contrary, had certain key details been more
strictly adhered to in the execution of the plans, it is quite possible
that the Villa might have prospered and become the dignified
community it was intended to be. Probably the most important
mistake made was sending convicts instead of honest people
concerned with making a better living in a new land. And then, once
the convicts had arrived, to leave them idle because of lack of good
leadership and finances, was to invite the opportunity for them to
return to a life of crime, which they did. The actions of the convicts
reaffirmed the suspicions of the missionaries who might otherwise
have offered their services. Lastly, it seems ironical that the threat of
war initiated the planning of the Villa de Branciforte but war itself, by
depleting essential resources , was a major factor in precluding the
success of the new establishment.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12 .
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
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Ernestine Smutny, Book Review Editor
CALIFORNIA MISSION MUSIC, performed by the John· Biggs Consort. (Berkeley.
University of California Extension Media Center [94720] 1978. Two 12" stereo LPs
(33-'/, rpm) in album with jacket, notes, and booklet GLORIA DEI, the Story of
California Mission Music. by Sister Mary Dominic Ray: O.P ., and Joseph H.
Engbeck, Jr. Records . $12.00, booklet $2 with album, $4.00 separate)
From the outset of their work in the New World the Spanish missionaries recognized
that their basis of common religious understanding with the Indians lay in ritual that
involved singing. instruments and costume. Music was part of the daily life of the
mission s, both forming a bridge between Europeans and native Americans and serving
the Europeans as a link with the culture of home. Most unfortunately this aspect of
mission life has remained negl ected . It has lain outside the capabilities of mission
historians because of its technical nature and outside the interests of musicologists
because it is not part of the mainstream of music history. A fortunate product of the
bicentennial projects of 1974-76 has been to bring this music to light.
The very fine performances on these two records were taped at two of the mission
concerts sponsored by the California State Parks Foundation in 1974-75. They include
the early musical antecedents of the mission music from Spain and Mexico, Indian
music . mission-adapted Gregorian chant, music composed especially for the California
missions during the mission period, and later mission music composed for the 1934
commemoration of the death of Father Serra. This historical sweep is marred only by
the absence of church music from 19th century Spain, the current fashion brought to
California, whose influence is to be felt (along with that of Spanish folk music) in the
compositions written especially for use in California . The heart of the record for
California historians is the music of the mission period on sides three and four.
The program notes on the inside of the record jacket are excellent, thoroughly
reliable fro m a scholarly point of view and the best brief aper<;u to be had ofthe mission
music story. The booklet Gloria Dei which accompanies the record album fleshes out
the story of music in mission life in all its dimensions, including bells. It provides a
setting so that in listening to the music or in looking at the musical artifacts in the
mission museums. one can have a feeling for this part of the heritage. It is less careful
in its details, however, and should not be taken as a solid reference for facts (e.g.,
Padre Narcisco Duran definitely did not invent the system of colored notation in
common use in California.)
Not yet recorded is a disk or album devoted entirely to music written in California for
the missions. Such a work might have complete masses instead of the single
movements here. plus shorter pieces and, perhaps, festival liturgical dramas. The
performances should be as historically authentic as possible, using boys' voices instead
of women's and instruments doubling the vocal lines. Even if such a set of performance
were to appear it would add to, not replace, the worth of California Mission Music,
which is a highly recommended addition to the collection of anyone interested in the
history of the state.
Nelda Smith
THE SOUTHWEST EXPEDITION OF JEDEDIAH SMITH: IDS PERSONAL
ACCOUNT OF THE JOURNEY TO CALIFORNIA, 1826-1827, Edited with an
Introduction by George R. Brooks. (Glendale, The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1977.
Western Frontiersman Series, XVIII. 259p., maps, notes, bibliog., index. $25.95)
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''His character as a traveller - as the great American traveller - must depend upon
his works ... one of Jed Smith's eulogists said of him in J une . 1832. "When they are
published. exactly as he left them. there are thousands in our country who, thirsting for
more knowledge of the 'farthest west.' will delight to render him all the honor that is
justly due him."
The discovery (in the summer of 1967) of Smith's personal journal detailing his first
journey to California has led to this historic edition. It is a book sure to delight modern
readers who wish to rediscover the far western territory through the eyes of its greatest
early explorer and revisit Ca lifornia as it was I SO years ago . To move in that sparsely
settled land of Mexican soldiers and officials. padres . Indians. and visiting Yankee
seamen. is to rediscover a land of beauty and hardship. Like the journey which it
records . this hook can only be called a great adventure. For what it tells us of mythic
California and the legenda ry Smith. it is a priceless document that belongs on every
western historian's shelf.
George Brooks has done an impressive job of editing and annotating this handsome
edition of th e Smith journal. His work frames the journal in its proper historical context
a nd makes clear both where .Jed went in the West and why he moved as he did. To read
Smith's understated. yet eloquent impressions of travel across the Sierra. deserts.
rivers. and trail s of the West is to share the rigors and riches of that epic journey.
To open thi s book is to "saddle up" and ride back into time at the side of an
extraordinary traveller and philosopher who wished. as be said. "to be the first to view
a country on which the eyes of a white man had never gazed and to follow the course of
rivers that run through a new land." In going with Smith where no one of his kind has
gone before in order to see what none of them have seen. we discover the full truth of
his observation that ··we are creatures of choice and that we follow fortune through
such paths as these."
Howard Lachtman
BRAND BOOK NUMBER FIVE, SAN DIEGO CORRAL OF THE WESTERNERS.
Theme: Travel and Transportation in the Far Southwest. Introduction by Ray Allen
Billington. Ed ited by Alex Summers. (San Diego . the Corral [Box 7147. 92107] 1978.
207p .. illus. [part coL], ports., bibliog., sketch maps, facsims., index. $27.75;
Collector's ed. $80 .00)
This Number Five Brand Book of the San Diego Corral should make each of its
members glow with prid e. as it is not only beautiful but full of interesting history from
the excellent introduction by the noted Ray Billington to the final article by Owen
Clarke on "San Diego. First in Air."
One of the features that make this a great Brand Book is the illustrations , especially
the full page color reproductions of paintings by the fine artists Maynard Dixon, Carl
Oscar Berg and Ken Eberts. These beautiful paintings illustrate the various articles
dealing with different phases of tran sportation as it developed over the years in the
Southwest .
The fascinating articles cover the entire history of transportation. exploration and
communication as San Diego developed into its present greatness as one of the finest
metropolitan areas in California . The variety of the articles provides something for
everyone. no matter what his interest in history may be.
Alex Summers and Robert Long. co-editors. and the editorial committee must feel
justifiably proud of this outstanding Brand Book. Anyone would be proud to have a
copy for his library: no Westerner should fail to own one.
R. Coke Wood,
Director Emeritus, Holt-Atherton Pacific Center of Western Studies, U.O.P.
THE READER'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE AMERICAN WEST. edited by Howard R.
Lamar. (New York: Crowell. 1977. 1306p .. illus .. ports .. diagrs., facsims .. sketch
maps. $24 .95)
This is the first full-scale. in-depth, encyclopedia of the American West and it is a
remarkable achievement. It treats all aspects of the frontier experience in America both in its factual and fictional modes - and it does so in a lively and engaging
manner. There are over 2400 signed entries by 200 historians of the American West.
The encyclopedia covers such disparate subjects as Pueblo architecture. populism,
William Randolph Hearst. prostitution, John Wesley Powell, scalping, etc. But. in
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addition, there are many overview articles that supply broad interpretations and
narratives of such topics as the physiography of the United States and the formative
frontier histories of each state of the Un ion. Each article also has a bibliography that
affords a guide to further reading.
In the preface, the editor describes the scope of the project as follows :
Thematically the Encyclopedia embraces the story of Indian -White relations;
the diplomacy of American expansion: the overland trails experience; the era
of the fur trader. the miner . the cowboy , and the settler; and those Western
subcultures we call Texan and Mormon . As a realm of the imagination the
American West encompasses the work of both the romantic and realistic
writers and painters of the last two centuries; for the purposes of music,
theatre . photography . graphic illustration , film. and television.
While this may sound like a rather grandiose ambition, it has to be said that this
encyclopedia succeeds in its stated purpose. I recommend this book highly to those
interested in American history and especially to those concerned with the history of the
trans-Mississippi West.
Bart Harloe, University of the Pacific
BUGLES, BANNERS AND WAR BONNETS, (From Fort Riley to the Little Big Horn; A
Study of Lt. Col. George A. Custer's 7th Cavalry, the Soldiers, their Weapons and
Equipment) by Ernest L. Reedstrom, edited by Don Russell (Caldwell, Idaho; Caxton
Printers. 1977. 362p .. ill us., ports. , sketch maps. bibliog .. index. $17 .95)
This is a book about the U.S. Cavalry on the Great Plains in the immediate post-Civil
War era . The author focuses his story very loosely on the famed 7th U.S. Cavalry and
General George Armstrong Custer. but the book is not meant to be a history of "Garry
Owen ." In five chapters Custer and the 7th carry the burden of the narrative which
reaches its climax at the oft-repeated story of the battle at the Little Big Horn.
Although Custer's last fight is excitingly recounted, the author disclaims any desire
"to tell again or to offer a new version of that highly publicized disaster."
The remainder of the book treats the more mundane aspects of life on the plains
among the troopers . The author includes chapters on uniforms, weapons, tactics,
horsemansh ip . life of the cavalryman in camp and on the march and, belatedly, a short
last chapter on his perennial enemy, the plains Indian.
As you might have guessed. Reedstrom is a cavalry buff. He has crammed half a
lifetime of research and study into the pages of this absorbing though heterogeneous
work. If you want to know why Major Reno didn't ride to the sound of the guns at Little
Big Horn, why the Army adopted the abominable McClellan saddle , or that hardtack
measured 3-l/8" by 2-7/8" by 1/2" thick, Bugles, Banners and War Bonnets is the
book for you.
One other remarkable feature of the book is the 300 black and white photographs,
sketches and maps that the author has so generously included. They add immensely to
the interest and enjoyment of the whole.
Leonard Humphreys,
Raymond Callison College, U.O.P.
SUNSET ON UTOPIAN DREAMS: An Experiment of Black Separatism On The
American Frontier. by Thomas Knight. (Washington. D.C.. University Press of
America, 1977. 182p., illus., maps, tables, bibliog. paper, $8.75)
This well researched and documented study examines a relatively unexplored area,
the all-Black town in Oklahoma which, though actually a failure, was none the less a
noble and unique experiment in the settlement and urbanization of the West.
It is a detailed history of the development and survival or death of twenty-eight such
all-Black towns in Oklahoma from pre-statehood days to date. To provide the
background needed to understand this unusual phase of the Black quest to realize the
American dream. the author has described the status of Blacks in Oklahoma and the
surrounding areas before and after the Civil War. He carefully investigates the factors
determining this status. including the forceful Indian removal from the South. the
Dawes Commission. the continuing racial conflict among Whites, Indians and Blacks,
and the Black Exodus of 1879.
The founding, development and decay of the twenty -eight all-Black towns and the
influencing factors are covered in detail. both events and people. Today only eight
remain- mostly ghost towns of memories and the elderly. still striving gallantly against
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hopeless odds to improve their situation.
There is a lengthy bibliography of primary sources, documents, laws , annual
reports. unpublished materials and personal interviews, as well as the usual items.
Numerous statistical tables. photographs, maps. and sketches are scattered
throughout the text. adding to its interest and usefulness. This is a valuable
contribution to Western and Urban as well as Black history and a useful tool for
''rootists . ··
Virginia L. Struhsaker, retired Branch Librarian
WHERE THE LIGHT TURNS GOLD: The Story of the Santa Ynez Valley , by Joanne
Rife . (Fresno. Valley Publishers. 1977. 167p .. illus . . chronology, bibliog., index.
$10.00)
Ms. Rife describes her story of the Santa Ynez Valley as a history of the land and the
people. for there is no separating the two. It is in addition a story of her deep respect
and love for both the area and its natives. making this local history indeed a labor of
love. It is not. nor does it mean to be, a definitive history. It is slight, but packed with
facts . chatty. very readable and quite enjoyable.
There are brief but informative background chapters on the Chumash and the
Spanish/Mexican period stressing the mission and the ranchos . The pioneer towns of
Ballard. Santa Inez. Los Olivos. Buellton . and Las Cruces are described in some detail,
including both events and people. with tasty tidbits of historic gossip that make the
long dead quite alive . The ranchers and homesteaders of the mountains and canyon
outback ringing the more settled lowlands are treated in a chapter fittingly titled the
"Outlanders." The Danish influence and the Solvang story are presented in the final
chapter. bringing the history up to 1976. (This appears to be a bicentennial title.)
A clear map of the area forms the lining papers and there is also a map of the area
land grants. Numerous light but interesting photographs from the Santa Inez Valley
News Collection -at least one by the author - are scattered through the text. In brief. it
is informative for the history buff. fun for the curious . and useful for the genealogist.
Virginia L. Struhsaker, Retired Public Library Branch Librarian
INTERURBAN RAILWAYS OF THE BAY AREA. by Paul C. Trimble. (Fresno . Valley
Publishers . 1977. 199p .. illus .. maps. facsims. bibliog .. index. $20.00)
This is the first complete study of the interurban lines of the Bay Area . and that fact
alone makes this work important in the historical study of passenger transportation in
this populous region of Northern California. Mr. Trimble has attempted a complete
coverage of all the passenger Jines of the Bay Area which meet two criteria: electric
traction and a private right of way . He thus excludes steam hauled passenger service
and urban streetcar service . Even so. the types of local railroads included do vary by
style considerably. from " classic" interurban lines such as the Petaluma and Santa
Rosa. to networks closely resembling a streetcar system, such as the Key Route service
in the East Bay.
Although attempting a full review of the process of development and operation of
these interurban lines . Mr. Trimble's heart is clearly that of the railfan. not the local
historian. Thus there is ample material on the rolling stock of the lines under
discussion . but the material which should enlighten us as to the relationship between
transportation development and the processes of urban growth is somewhat erratic. As
an admirer of the electric interurban , the author is enthusiastic about the phases of
early development. but the writing tends to become limp when he deals with the
demise of the passenger service.
The book is well, if irregularly, illustrated with old photographs, facsimiles of
documents and timetables . but. as this reviewer frequently suggests about railroad
books. it could benefit from a higher quality of mapping. One bad typographical error
in the use of technical terminology. the use of the word "celestory" for "clerestory" on
page 2 and again on page 4. should certainly be corrected as soon as possible.
Roger Barnett, University of the Pacific
OILDORADO: Boom Times on the West Side. by William Rintoul. (Fresno, Valley
Publishers. 1978. 24 lp .. index. $10.95)
Bill Rintoul. a professional journalist who grew up in the oil fields he describes. is a
gifted writer with a newsman's nose for the human interest side of history . In this
collection of twelve articles. most of which were previously published in newspaper and
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trade journals . the author covers the life and times of the West Side oil fields and the
society they brought forth from 1912 to the Great Depression. Printed in large,
bold-face type for easy reading and illustrated with crisp half-tones, the book narrates
events that old-timers from Taft or Maricopa or Reward still vividly remember: the
great windstorms of 1916 that blew down most of the derricks, the time Fatty Arbuckle
came to town to make Hollywood 's first oil movie. the terror of the Klu Klux Klan in the
early 1920s. the laborious and ultimately futile efforts of Standard Oil to bring in the
world's deepest well. the incredible field mice invasion of 1926. and the collapse of oil
prosperity during the early 1930s when gasoline plunged to ten cents a gallon and less.
As a social history of the West Side this book is excellent. It is not a general history of
the oil industry. nor does it provide a review of the role that petroleum played in the
economic development of the state. But those who want to relive vicariously some of
the exciting times of the oil boom will find the book not only entertaining but
informative. The addition of a district map and a concluding chapter would have been
helpful to the more inquiring reader . but for light reading the book will be hard to beat
in the local history field.
Ronald Limbaugh, College of the Pacfic, U.O.P .
FORTUNES AND F AlLURES: White-Colar Mobility in Nineteenth-Century San
Francisco. by Peter R. Decker. (Cambridge , Mass. , Harvard University Press. 1978.
336p .. illus .. maps. tables . bibliog .. notes. index. $20.00)
THOSE POWERFUL YEARS: The South Coast and Los Angeles, 1887-1917 . by Joseph
S. O ' Flaherty. (Hicksville. Exposition Press. 1978. 357p .. illus .. maps. tables, notes.
bibliog .. index. $12.00)
These two studies , the one scholarly and the other "popular," illustrate divergent
methodologies for interpreting the history and myth of California and the West. Each,
in its own way . is a model of technique . successful in the particular approach it
employs.
In Fortunes and Failures. Duke history professor Peter Decker describes the
expectations of those who came to nineteenth-century San Francisco hoping to find a
seaside paradise and the disenchantment of those who found that what the magic city
really offered was " the tragedy of frustrated ambitions, intensified class-consciousness. and bitter social and economic antagonisms ." So much for paradise!
Fortunes in old San Francisco were as conspicuous as the elaborately pretentious
mansions which railroad barons and silver kings erected for the admiration of the city
and the envy of the world atop Nob Hill. To settle there in vulgarly ostentatious style
was to have arrived, to have won the game. But the game, as Decker shows, was not
easily won; the dice were loaded and the rules changed at the whim of the house. Most
working San Franciscans were victims of the city's fluctuating economic fortunes and
political squabbles . and their experience lends support to Decker's thesis about the
precariousness of the American Dream, the shallowness of the California Dream.
Fortunes and Failures is essentially a view of the operation of American capitalism
through ''the American image of the self-made man in an egalitarian society." Decker
probes the nature of the system which shaped San Francisco's character and destiny in
a way which . from the first. flawed the dream and spoiled the promise of this urban
frontier city by the sea.
The dream was a golden city of get-rich -quick and live-happily-ever-after, a pot of
gold at the end of the continental rainbow, a special place in time and space where
every citizen had an equal chance of success; the reality was a cut-throat commercial
town ruled by ruthless profiteers. a city in which a man's assets testified to his
character and dictated his mobility.
San Francisco was (and is) a dream town, luring thousands with its promise of the
fast buck and the good life. rewarding a few , discouraging and disillusioning many. For
Decker. the nineteenth century city proves the validity of Tocqueville's observation
that discontent is the inevitable product of Western egalitarian ideology: "It cannot be
denied that democratic institutions strongly tend to promote the feeling of envy in the
human heart; not so much because they afford to everyone the means of rising to the
same level with others. as because these means perpetually disappoint the persons
who employ them. Democratic institutions awaken and foster a passion for equality
which they can never entirely satisfy."
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Decker's history is a stunning expose of the equality myth . Going to California especially to San Francisco - was the next best thing to heaven in the eyes of its
immigrants, and critics of the myth were ignored ("Going to California, " Thoreau
scoffed. "It is only three thousand miles nearer to hell.") But in San Francisco, many
found themselves living between the devil and the deep blue Pacific Ocean. For the
illusions of "great expectations" often turned into the realities of lost opportunities,
missed personal goals. economic and occupational failures. and misplaced fortunes.
"Beneath the exaggerated advertisements proclaiming a serene civic and economic
environment in San Francisco, where one could pocket a personal bonanza,''
Decker observes. ''there existed a harsh competitiveness as violent and debilitating as
in any town or city in nineteenth-century America. ' '
It was here that Dennis Kearney 's workingman 's army of revolt was crushed by the
bought Vigilantes of the managing class; where Henry George's formula for economic
and social health was formulated; and where Frank Norris' novel McTeague
demonstrated in fiction the actual power of blind chance and blinder greed to blight
local lives (one blighted native son named Jack London returned in 1906 to record the
destruction and partial obliteration of the city which for him , one of the most famous
and f01iunate writers in the world, would always remain a personal symbol of failure.)
So much for the pursuit of money and happiness in San Francisco . What about its
southern counterpart? In Those Powerful Years. Joseph O'Flaherty selects a larger
canvas and a wider assortment of colors for his history of Los Angeles from the late
1880s to World War One .
Unlike Peter Decker. O'Flaherty is neither a professional historian nor teacher, but a
technological exec utive with an obvious love for his subject and a knack for telling a
tale . His is an anecdotal and episodic history which captures the times and temper of
old Los Angeles through a collection of anecdotes and incidents. The sum of these
stories vividly communicates the special sense of energy and purpose possessed by Los
Angeles and Southern California in late Victorian and post-Victorian "boom" times.
"It was a good time to live." O'Fiaherty maintains. "and possibly the best place to be
was Southern California and Los Angeles. "
Possibly it was. but O'Flaherty's cheerfully nostalgic view will undoubtedly be
challenged (if it hasn't already been) by social and economic critics intent on employing
the history of a Western city to define qualities of the American character or defects of
the American Dream. O'Flaherty sees the dream ending for Los Angeles because of
intervention in a foreign war ("the turbulent war would lead to years of cynicism, then
frustration and finally almost despair, a stark and sad contrast to the wonderful period
of confidence and ebullience only a generation or so before") rather than containing
the seeds of its own destruction. Finally. as O'Fiaherty's cultural history of old Los
Angeles and Decker's economic history of old San Francisco teach us, history (like
beauty) depends on the eye of the beholder: where one historian sees a record of
inequality and injustice , another is likely to perceive a fable of adventure and romance.
Both of these historians demonstrate that history is a humanistic art and that the
best histories are ones in which we find , as we do here . the story of individuals whose
nobl e or selfish aspirations collide with forces inimical to their desires. How they
achieved. accommodated . or surrendered their visions is the lesson of history; how we
Howard Lachtman
make use of their experience is the promise of history.
HOLY SMOKE: a Dissertation on the Utah War. by Paul Bailey. (Los Angeles,
Westernlore Books . 1978. !Sip .. illus .. ports .. bibliog., index. Great West and
Indian Series. Vol. 44. $8.95)
Paul Bailey. author of seven fiction and eleven historical titles. many on Mormon
subjects. pres ents in this Westernlore Books title a readable. slight but
well -resea rched and documented account of a minor but unique war. the Utah War of
1857. Another in the long series of American military farces, this one was intended to
preserve not just the union but also monogamy.
It was a minor miracle. richly undeserved, that. out of such a confusing melange of
a vacillating government. a politically inept and frightened president. an angrily
buzzing swarm of justly irritated Mormons. a bored and frustrated soldiery and a
bumbling. offensive Peace Commission. an uneasy but successful compromise did
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evolve. Johnston's Army went for a walk from Camp Scott through Salt Lake City to
Camp Floyd. and Buchanan's blunder ended with a whimper. not with a bang.
This accou nt. presented with a light touch that makes reading history enjoyable, is
for the interested and curious lay reader and beginning history buff, not the dedicated
scholar or researcher. Though it is fine as far as it goes, it. like Johnston's Army. does
not go all that far .
Virginia L. Struhsaker, Retired Branch Librarian
CALIFORNIA GUNSMITHS 1846-1900, by Lawrence P. Shelton. (Fair Oaks . CA. Far.
Far West Publishers [Box 171, 95628]1977 . 289p. , illus., index. Edition limited to
1500 copies . $29.65 + tax and $1 handling)
[Editor's Note: Mr. Hayes, a Stockton rancher, is a nationally known collector and arms
authority. Approximately twenty-five percent of the illustrations contained in this book
are from Mr. Hayes' personal collection.]
After his discharge from the Second Mississippi Regiment, recently returned from
the Mexican War, Francois Bekeart purchased in New York 200 Colt's Patterson and
200 Allen 's Pepperboxes. He then proceeded to the Isthmus of Panama, across which
he walked, went aboard the S.S. Oregon and sailed to Yerba Buena. He arrived on
April I, 1849 only to sleep at the base of Montgomery Street, rolled up in a blanket in
the sand. Days later Bekeart was in Coloma opening what was probably the first gun
shop in California.
This anecdote is one of the many such on the characters and events speaking of
gunsmiths and guns in early California. These were the days of shoots and matches - a
favorite spectator sport, a family affair with picnics and dancing drawing often over
50,000 people. Guns were a way of life then, much needed for protection and hunting.
Shelton has written the only basic work on the subject and it will stand as such for the
historian and collector. The book is well written and beautifully illustrated with
photographs and drawings of guns and accessories. Over 400 gunsmiths, dealers and
early shooters are listed in alphabetical order. There are sample advertisements and
examples of price lists. Here is a valuable resource for the non-collector as well as for
the collector.
Hugh Hayes
FRIENDS OF JOHN STEINBECK, A collection of taped commentaries by his
California contemporaries: Carlton Sheffield, Webster Street, Richard Albee in 3
cassettes. Edited by Ted M. Taylor and Van Essayan. (Monterey, CA. Spyglass
Productions. Inc. [Box 524. 93940] per set, $29.95, $33.75 post paid. Also available
separately.
.
One of the more noteworthy results of the celebration of America's Bicentennial is an
increasing attention to new or previously unsophisticated historiography. Of the many
techniques of research now being considered by historians , literary writers or social
scientists. none may prove to be more difficult to work with than that of the taped oral
interview. The problems are fairly obvious: credibility of witnesses, capability of
interviewers, quality of production, to name but a few. A successful interview, which
should always be weighed against other recorded data. may bring life and color to the
objects of study. At their very best , such interviews may bring new meanings to a
study.
Friends of John Steinbeck brings to the listener that life and color which both buffs
and scholars will enjoy. College friend and lifelong associate of the Nobel Prize winning
author . Webster Street comments about Steinbeck's life style and the possible genesis
of several of his works. Especially valuable are Street's observations on Ed Ricketts,
the "Doc" of Cannery Row . Carlton Sheffield, college roommate, an occasional
Steinbeck editor and a correspondent. reminiscences about the work of Steinbeck. He
offers insights while making no claims for being definitive. Richard Albee, the third
interviewer. met Steinbeck in 1930. He influenced Steinbeck's work by introducing him
to the metaphysical teachings of John Boodin. Albee followed Steinbeck and his works
throughout his career. He is well informed and a perceptive analyst.
These tapes are not particularly distinguished as technical productions. Their
organization and variation in tone and intensity reflect some of what are yet problems in
the medium. This is unfortunate because the subjects interviewed and the direction of
the interviews are as interesting as they are beneficial to anyone wishing insights into
John Steinbeck's life and work.
James M. Shebl, Holt-Atherton Center, U.O.P.
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(cloth) $5.95 (paper) September 1, 1978.
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Notes from the Book Editor
PAPERS CONCERNING ROBERTSON'S COLONY IN TEXAS: Volume IV, May
through October 10, 1830. Tenoxtitlan, Dream Capital of Texas, compiled and edited
by Malcolm D. McLean . (Arlington , University of Texas at Arlington [760 19] 1977.
626p .. ports .. maps , facsims .. notes. bibliog., index. $20.00)
With this volume , issued in an edition of 1000 copies on October 10, 1977, the !87th
anniversary of the date on which Sterling C. Robertson became Agent of the
Empresario of the Texas Association, publication of the Papers was transferred from
Texas Christian University to the University of Texas at Arlington. Here a special vault
and editorial facilities have been designed and ample support assured for continuing
publication of the Robertson Colony Collection .
Although the story of the Colony itself is on ly a little advanced in this volume , the
history of Texas is immeasurably enriched by the inclusion of 237 official Mexican
doc uments (translated into English for the first time) which tell in fascinating detail the
plan of the Mexican Government to build a fort on the Brazos as part of its decision to
slow or halt emigration from the United States into Texas . Lieutenant Colonel
Francisco Ruiz , commander of the expedition to build Tenoxtitlan and later a signer of
the Texas Declaration of Independence, is, McLean believes, a fit subject for a full
length biography.
In th is volume , which ends with the appearance of Robertson in the jail where the
Empresario is being held on serious , though unfounded, charges (can we suspect
Austin of being in favor of this incarceration?) McLean provides a lively and readable
summary of events to place the documents in context. His wry and witty comments add
a welcome grace note of humor to a crowded and entangled narrative.
We must apologize for two errors in the review of Volume III (Pacific Historian
Spring 1977). Miss Alien's first name is Winnie, and the total numbers of volumes in
the series has not yet been determined. Obviously , even had it been , the discovery of
additional pertinent documents could make any projection invalid!
SACRED CIRCLES: Two Thousand Years of North American Indian Art. Nelson
Gallery of Art - Atkins Museum of Fine Arts, Kansas City, Missouri. Exhibition
organized by Ralph T. Coe in cooperation with the Arts Council of Great Britain with
the support of the British-American Association. (Seattle, Disbributed by the
University of Washington Press, 1977. 252p., illus., [part col.], sketch maps, tables,
glossary, bibliog. paper, $12 .95)
Ninety museums and individuals in six countries allowed their art objects to be
displayed in the· encyclopedic exhibition of over 800 items which are cataloged in
Sacred Circles. Except for Casas Grandes, Native Americans from the Rio Grande to
Alaska are represented in works which range from prehistoric days to the present.
Originally mounted in London's Hayward Gallery in 1976 and then in Kansas City in
1977, the exhibition attempted to show that American Indian Art should be regarded
by aesthetic standards and not left solely to the anthropologist. Text and photographs
admirably cover the vertical and horizontal span of tribes and years . The descriptive
notes for all the items seem to be included, although in several cases there are no
photographs to illustrate them . The color plates are magnificent. and show clearly how
skillfully the Native Americans used color to enhance the artistic effect.
STEAM WHALING IN THE WESTERN ARCTIC, by John R. Bockstoce, with
Contributions by William A. Baker and Charles F. Batchelder. (New Bedford,
Mass., Published at the New Bedford Whaling Museum by the Old Dartmouth
Historical Society and distributed by the University of Washington Press, 1978.
127p. , illus., ports., maps, bibliog., index. paper, $15.00)
Steam Whaling has a two-fold purpose: to serve as a catalog for a special exhibit at
the Whaling Museum and to "stand thereafter as a permanent contribution to
knowledge about th is last significant phase of American whaling history." Bockstoce, a
scholar with ten seasons of field experience, prepared the exhibit. the history of steam
whaling and the biographies of the ships and revised Batchelder's list of commercial
wintering voyages 1850- 1910, while Baker prepared the chapter on the design and
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construction of steam whalers.
Profusely illustrated with 124 photographs and maps. Steam Whaling gives a
comprehensive history of the last days of Arctic whal ing and the economic and
technological factors which caused it to flourish and fade.
Steam Whaling and A Whaler & Trader are good companions; Allen's book tells of
the story of whaling from the viewpoint of the men who manned the boats when the
seas were open and hauled wood, melted ice for water and played baseball around the
frozen-in ships when winter closed in.
A WHALER & TRADER IN THE ARCTIC, 1895 to 1944: My Life with the Bowhead, by
Arthur James Allen. (Anchorage, Alaska Northwest Publishing Company, 1978.
213p., illus., ports., sketch maps. paper $5.95)
When young Jim Allen signed up in 1895 for a stint as one of the engineers on a
whaling ship he little realized that the trip would change the course of his life. Soon he
was shipping as a harpooner. and. when the returns from commercial whaling seemed
slight and precarious. he struck out on his own as a trader and small boat whaler. A big
man. strong and quick to Jearn the ways of the North, he earned the trust and
friendship of natives and whites alike.
In this absorbing account of life on the northern edge of the continent he relates the
hazards of seas and storms which were everyday facts of life. of errors in judgment that
could quickly prove to be fatal. of friends and family, and of the thing that never
changes, the ice of the Arctic.
TO SAVE A WHALE: The Voyages of Greenpeace. Text: Robert Hunter, Photography:
Rex Weyler. Introduction : Paul Spong. (San Francisco. Chronicle Books [870
Market, Suite 915, 94102] 1978. 120p., illus. paper, $6.95)
By now there cannot be many who do not know of Greenpeace, the remarkable
group of men and women dedicated to saving the world from at least some of its
excesses . Formed to stop nuclear tests at Amchitka in 1971 and .at Mururoa Atoll in
1972. the group soon began to realize that, unless drastic measures were taken, the
already decimated whale populations would become extinct as Japanese and Russian
whalers methodically pursued and slaughtered them both at sea and within North
American coastal waters .
This is the story- simply told but highly exciting in its implications - of the desperate
and amazingly successful effort to stop the whalers. By placing themselves between
the killer boats and the whale pods. by photographic documentation of every phase of
the hunt and the attempt to stop the slaughter, a handful of dedicated men and women
were able to turn the Russian fleet and save a remarkable number of whales.
The Soviets estimate that by 1980 so few whales will remain that harvesting will no
longer be worthwhile; the Greenpeacers hope that public pressure will stop the
slaughter before this grim prediction is fulfilled. Who will help?
THE HUSE JOURNAL: Santa Barbara in the 1850's. by Charles Enoch Huse. Edited
by Edith Bond Conkey. Translated by Francis Price. (Santa Barbara. Santa Barbara
Historical Society. 1977. 279p.. ill us., ports., sketch maps, facsims ., notes,
appendix . index. The Santa Barbara Bicentennial Historical Series Number Two.
$25.00)
The language skills which Huse developed at Harvard served him well when he
turned from preparing for the ministry to the study of the law. The third son of a
well-to-do Massachusetts family. he left for California in 1849 to search for gold; it
appears. however. that he soon turned from mining to real estate, and the first journal
entries . dating from June 1850. are notices of business transactions. Even so, the
entries throw additional light on court proceedings and "lot-jumping" in the hectic
early days of San Francisco - and of the hard times which afflicted the city in 1851.
After Huse went to Santa Barbara in January 1852 and began to practice law the
entries became fuller. though without the help of the notes some of them would not
be meaningful. A gifted and upright man. he devoted much of his time to helping
others and to improving the city in which he chose to live , and his diary reflects his
concern for education. better transportation and more churches. In addition to the
notes . Conkey has prepared an Introduction which fills in the outline ofHuse's life, and
as an Appendix she reprints the ··Sketch of the History and Resources of Santa Barbara
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City and County" which Huse prepared for the Centennial in 1876.
Handsomely printed and bound. The Huse Journal is an important contribution to
local history and a fitting tribute to our Bicentennial.
GREAT WINEMAKERS OF CALIFORNIA: Conversations with Robert Benson,
Foreword by Andre Tchelistcheff. (Santa Barbara, Capra Press [631 State Street,
931011 1977. 303p .. ports .. sketch maps. glossary. addresses. index. $1 5.00)
As Tchelistcheff says in his Preface. Benson has. in this book of personal interviews
with a gallery of winemakers. included a host of historical as well as current
winemaking facts.
As he moved from region to region - from the Santa Cruz Mountains, Livermore and
Monterey to Napa. Sonoma and Mendocino and then. surprisingly, to the south coastal
mountains of Temecula, Benson interviewed 28 vintners who produce wines that rank
among the world's best. The personalities and prejudices of each make fascinating
reading; on a deeper level their experiences and experiments offer a wealth of
information for a would-be winemaker. historian or wine lover.
LISTEN CHICANO: An Informal History of the Mexican-American. by Manuel A.
Machado. Jr . Foreword: Barry M. Goldwater. Illustrations: Joseph Wortman.
(Chicago, Nelson Hall . 1978. xviii, l96p .. illus .. bibliog., index. $10.95)
Machado decries the attempt of both Chicano and white, liberal or otherwise, to
force the diverse and heterogeneous Mexican-American into a single homogeneous
group . In pointing out "some of those elements that need study before the
Mexican-American can be viewed with any sort of perspective" he describes the major
influences which formed Mexican culture - the Indian societies. the conquering
Spanish and the development of a hacienda culture , the revolt from Spain, and the War
of 1848 and the Gold Rush, two events which transferred thousands of Mexicans to
American control, as well as discussing the economic disturbances of more recent
elate. He explores the prejudices of the dominant white majority and the frustration of
those who are stereotyped rather than considered on their own merits.
Above all. Machado argues for true social and economic integration which will allow
for individuality and for differences in cultural patterns - with good will and good faith
on both sides.
NEW DIRECTIONS IN CHICANO SCHOLARSffiPS, edited by Richard Romo and
Raymund Paredes. (La Jolla , Chicano Studies Program, University of California, San
Diego, 1978. 268p., bibliog., notes. Chicago Studies Monograph Series . paper,
$5.95)
The twelve essays of New Directions were first published in 1977 as a special issue of
the New Scholar. Covering almost every facet of the Chicano spectrum from
folklore/folkso ng and literature to discrimination, urbanization and inter-cultural
relations between Chicano/Mexican, Chicano/Chicano and Chicano/White, the essays
deserve the wider readership which they will receive through wider availability.
SIDEWHEELERS TO NUCLEAR POWER: A Pictorial Essay Covering 123 years at the
Mare Island Naval Shipyard, by Sue Lemmon and E .D. Wichels. (Vallejo , Mare
Island Historical Record [P.O . Box 3397, 94590]1977. 240p .. chiefly illus. [part col.],
appendices . index. $11.95)
Mare Island . purchased in 1852 to serve as the West Coast Navy yard and
ammunition depot. has served in peace and war since 1854. Here it receives a fitting
tribute from two long-time history buffs. now retired from careers at the Yard .
The well -written text identifies and supplements some 265 vintage and
contemporary photographs which illustrate not only the important role played by Mare
Island in its long service to the Navy but also the faithful service and daily concerns of
the officers. sailors and civilian employees whose devoted service made and sustained
its env iable record.
LIGHTHOUSES AND LIFEBOATS ON THE REDWOOD COAST. by Ralph C. Shanks ,
Jr. and Janetta Thompson Shanks. (San Anselmo . CA. Costa no Books [Box 791.
949601 1978. 255p .. illus .. ports .. facsims., sketch maps. notes. bibliog ., glossary.
$11 .95. paper $6 .95)
The Shanks' first book told of the lighthouses of the San Francisco Bay (Pacific
Historian, Summer '77); with this volume they move to the infinitely more treacherous
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and exciting waters of the Pacific. From the Bay Area and the Farallon Islands
to St. George's Reef, the authors give the history of each lighthouse and lightship ,
adding information on the life-saving stations . A wealth of pictures vividly
illustrates the hazards and the satisfactions of the strenuous and often dangerous lives
the "wickies" and surfmen led . Incredibly narrow escapes. tragic stories of sudden,
overwhelming disa ster and unexplained footsteps that hourly climbed the stairs in the
fiercest storms hold the reader and preserve the memory of the men and women who
tended the lights and manned the boats.
Today automation has ended the need for manned lighthouses and lightships. and
most of the shore in stallations are abandoned. The Shanks describe how the sites may
be viewed and which may be visited. Surely. they argue. we should preserve at least
some mementoes of the days when the dedication and skill of a few protected seafarers
from the treacherous rocks and shoals of an ocean which is seldom pacific.
LIVING SHORES OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST. by Lynwood S. Smith.
Photography hy Bernard J. Nist and Lynwood S. Smith . (Seattle, Pacific Search [715
Harrison. 981 09]. 1976. 159p .. ill us. [part col.]. appendices . tables. sketch map.
bibliog. paper, $9 .95)
Did yo u know that with patience you can teach an octopus simple tricks? Many
unu sua l facts about the myriad cre atu res that inhabit the edge of the land will hold
yo ur attention as you read Living Shores.
Almost all visitors to the seashore are fascinated by the variety of life found in or on
the tidepools and beaches. This guide, using non -technical language, shows how to
distinguish the various types of beaches and how to look for their often camouflaged
inhabitants. Although living Shores is mapp ed for the coast of Washington and
Oregon much of the information will be generally useful. Even if you can ' t use this
g uid e at a beach. however. you can still enjoy and profit from the lucid text and the
excellent pictures . over a hundred of which are in full color .
THE STINSON BEACH SALT MARSH: The Form of Its Growth. Photographs and Text
by Bernard Poinssot. (Stinson Beach. CA. Stinson Beach Press [Box 475. 94970]
1977. 64-.. illus . paper. $12.00)
Marsh land is not waste land - it is a very special in-between land that belongs to
both the sea and the land. San Francisco architect Bernard Poinssot spent three years
photographing the plants of the Stinson Beach Salt Marsh as they grew . flowered. and
died through the seasons. The thirty-six black and white photographs are haunting and
evocative of memories; the text which accompanies them is poetic in its reflection of
the author's instinctive response to the ever-changin_g rhythms of nature.
THE BLACK ROCK DESERT. by Sessions S. Wheeler and 11iustrated by Nevada's
Desert Artist. J . Craig Sheppard . (Caldwell, Idaho . Caxton Printers. 1978. 187p.,
illus., maps [2 fold. col.], bibliog., notes. paper, $4.95)
Part of an ancient lake bed. the Black Rock Desert today is still a treacherous
expanse whenever thunderstorms or snow soften the heavy crust which covers it .
Fremont's party comprised the first white men known to have seen it (though several
groups of Indians had lived in the region for hundreds of years) and during the Gold
Rush thousands of travelers crossed it in the mistaken hope of a shorter and easier way
to the gold fields.
Wheeler gives a short. interest ing account of the area from prehistoric days to the
present; the desert is presently public land under the Bureau of Land Management.
Shaken by the proposal that it be used as a gigantic garbage dump for San Francisco (a
suggestion which fortunately died young) he calls for recognition of its unique beauty.
its historical value and its potential for limited recreation use. and stresses the
overriding necessity of careful conservation.
A HISTORY OF SAN BUENA VENTURA MISSION. by Msgr. Francis J . Weber. (San
Buenaventura , CA. San Buenaventura Mission Gift Shop [225 E. Main. 93001] .
1977. 127p .. illus . $7.00)
After Msgr. W~ber became Administrator and Pastor of San· Buenaventura in 1975
he prepared a series of thirty-three essays on its history for the Ventura Star - Free
Press . This charming little volume presents these essays . now enlarged and carefully
edited.
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Since the chapters are really small essays . the reader can choose whether to read
them in the printed order or browse for items of special interest. Msgr. Weber's wide
knowledge of California Cathol ic history ensures that they are well worth the reading.
RAMBLES IN KING'S RIVER COUNTRY. by John Muir. With a Foreword by Alan
Ross. (Ashland, OR. Lewis Osborne fP. 0. Box 1210. 97520] 1977. 57p .. illus .. map.
Edition limited to 600 copies. $25 .00)
The well- written and perceptive summary of Mu ir' s early life up to his arriva l in
California in 1868 is a good introduction to this vignette. Disturbed by the beginning of
commercial explo itation of the" King's River Yosemite" which he found on his second
visit in 1891. Muir wrote these Rambles in an effort to call attention to the grandeur of
th is magnificent valley.
This handsome ed ition is truly a collector's item. with type hand set. printed on ivory
laid-finish paper with facsimile illustrations from nineteenth century journals and a
very attractive binding.
GRAND AND ANCIENT FOREST: The Story of Andrew P. Hill and Big Basin
Redwoods State Park. by Carolyn de Vries. (Fresno. Valley Publishers . 1978. lOOp ..
illus .. ports .. facsims .. notes. bibliog .. index . $10.00 . paper $3.95)
Hi ll was a talented artist and photographer . but his most lasting claim to affectionate
and appreciative remembrance is that he . more than any other single person. was
responsible for spearheading the campaign that finally resulted in state acquisition of
·'the last possible reservation of redwoods that included not only the big trees but also
the varied growth once found in typical California forests. " This first state park . in the
days before the State Parks Department existed . still had to be protected from partial
logging. augme nted by the acquisition of contiguous parcels and prepared for
non -destructive recreational use . and Hill never ceased to work on its behalf. The
Sempervirens Club, which he founded. has now been succeeded by the Sempervirens
Fund . which still works to preserve parkland and redwoods in the Santa Cruz
Mountains.
This special edition of 500 numbered copies commemorates the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of the State Parks Department and the 1Oth anniversary of the
Sempervirens Fund. It is a fitting tribute to a man whose unstinting devotion and love
for the redwoods has enriched future generations and who deserves to rank with Muir
in the hearts of Californians.
SELF-PROPELLED IN THE SOUTHERN SIERRA. V. 1: The Sierra Crest and the Kern
Plateau, by J.C. Jenkins. (Berkeley, CA, Wilderness Press. 1978. 292p .. illus.,
maps, index. paper, $9. 75)
Five years of study and surveys went into the preparation of this guide, the first of its
kind for the area . Designed to help self-propelled travelers "plan their recreation with
the fewest conflicts from logging, grazing, back-country off-road vehicle use, hazards
to personal safety and the impact of overcrowding." it offers directions for one
hundred trips - by foot, bicycle . snowshoe or ski. ranging in length from one day to
eight. Each trip is carefully graded for difficulty, and gives distance (checked by a
mileage wheel). season . etc., as well as a brief paragraph on special features and a
description of the main features . The seventy-nine maps deserve special mention,
since all are USG S maps carefully corrected by the author to reflect the many changes
that have occurred in the twenty-odd years since the government issued them.
Jenkins warns the prospective hiker that some trips are only for the experienced - a
cardinal rule of the wilderness is to know your limitations and stay within them.
Another important rule is to learn and practice techniques of conservation; only if we
treat the wilderness as the fragile resource it is can we hope to preserve it for future
enjoyment by ourselves and our successors .
THE BRANNAN SAGA: Early-Day Calistoga, by Kay Archuleta. Drawings by Joe
Seney. (Calistoga. The Author [1320 Cedar. 94515] 1977. ll6p .. illus ., facsims.,
index . $14.95, paper $6 .95)
The beautiful Napa Valley and its healing hot springs were known to many
generations of Indians before the com ing of the whites brought the era of private
property and commercial exploitation. Kay Archuleta's intimate and carefully
researched narrative of the early settlers lets us experience the dramatic changes from
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peaceful wilderness to pastoral/agricultural/ranchland and . urban area.
All the major characters are here- George Yount was the fir st. but Sam Brannan,
promoter par excellence. was not only the most flamboyant but the greatest single
influence . It was he who built the grand resort at the hot springs and who coined its
modern name when he enthusiastically cried that he would make it the "Calistoga of
Saraforn ia!"
Archuleta says that the Brannan Saga is for reading . not research, so she does not
include a bibliography or footnotes. And read it surely will be , for this handsomely
printed volum e will grace many a shelf in private homes and public libraries.
MENDOCINO COUNTY REMEMBERED: An Oral History. Volume II (M-Z) by Bruce
Levene and William Budd . Lana Krasner, Gloria Petrykowski, Rosalie Zucker.
Foreword by Lawrence C. Jorgensen. (Fort Bragg, Mendocino County Historical
Society Publications [243 W. Bush Street . 95437] 319p .. illus .. ports. , index of
names. The Mendocino County American Bicentennial History Project. $19.13.
paper . $9.76)
Th is volume completes the publication of two hundred interviews with Mendocino
County pioneers (see Pacific Historian Summer 1977). Not intended as a formal or
factua l history. Mendocino County Remembered seeks to preserve a sense of the
quality of life - "the way it was" from the turn of the century to about World War I.
However. since many of those interviewed told of the life of their parents and
grandparents who had migrated to the West, the narratives embrace the entire period
of U.S . expansion into Northern California.
With only a few exceptions. the stories tell of everyday lives and experiences though today many of these experiences seem far from ordinary or everyday - like
catching 225 trout in one day or being followed by a bear or cougar! The work and play.
school days and holidays. joys and sorrows of an era that is almost passed live on to
help new generations understand the foundation and heritage of our land and peoples.
You will not find Mendocino County Remembered in the bookstores - it must be
ordered direct. Do not delay - volume one is already out of print.
THE MARCH INLAND: Origins of the ILWU Warehouse Division, 1934-1938. by
Harvey Schwartz. (Los Angeles . Institute of Labor Relations . University of California
at Los Angeles . 1978. 262p .. notes, bibliog. Industrial Relations Monograph Series
no . 19. paper, $7.50)
Th is is labor history at its best - a clear and complete narrative enhanced by a good
style that neither rambles nor raves .
The march inland - the drive of the Bay Area Warehousemen to win over the
non -union workers of the hinterland as a bridge to the non-union farm workers - was
finally stopped at the Stockton canneries in 1937, but the meteoric rise in union
membership brought lasting change in the condition of West Coast labor. Schwartz has
done his research thoroughly and marshalled his facts convincingly. Especially to West
Coasters . The March Inland is fascinating history.
DOUG & MARY: A Biography of Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford, by Gary
Carey. (New York. Dutton. 1977. 298p .. illus .. ports. $8 .95)
The biography of Doug and Mary is more than the story of two of the first great stars;
it is also a history of the movies. a nostalgic look at the first medium of communication
that could be shared from coast to coast and at the same time sent abroad.
Carey's painstaking research adds depth and understanding to the lives of the actors
who captivated their audiences and who were . in turn. recipients - or victims! - of a
hero-worship so encompassing as to be well-nigh suffocating. Skillfully written and fast
paced, Doug & Mary describes the long, hard road to the top. the contributions each
made to the development of the moving picture. and what it meant in terms of personal
sacrifice to reign as the King and Queen of Hollywood .
CRYSTALS IN THE SKY: An Intellectual Odyssey Involving Chumash Astronomy,
Cosmology and Rock Art, by Travis Hudson and Ernest Underhay. Foreword by
Anthony F . Aveni; Illustrated by Campbell Grant. (Socorro, NM, Ballena
Press/Santa Barbara Mu seum of Natural History [P.O. Box 1366, 87801] 1978.
BaHena Press Anthropological Papers no. 10. paper, $8.95)
Ethnoastronomy fuses anthropology and astronomy to reconstruct early knowledge

424

of and beliefs about the cosmos. and Crystals in the Sky is a fascinating journey into the
ritual and symbolic world of the Californ ia Chumash . After giving background social
and technological information . the authors . using new material collected by John
Harrington (see Pacific Historian, Fall 1978, e.g.) and a wealth of other sources,
conclusively demonstrate that a sophisticated knowledge of astronomy is not unique to
agricultural cultures . While absolute certainty is . of course . often impossible. there is
overwhelming evidence that stars and planets played a role as vital as earth. sun and
moon in the cosmic whole . and that a skilled cadre of astronomer-priests guided their
people through the ritual year and the special occasions of the life cycle. Crystals in the
Sky will add a new dimension to our appreciation of hunter-gatherer cultures.
YUROK MYTHS. by A.L. Kroeber. with a foreword by Theodora Kroeber. (Berkeley .
University of California Press . I 976. 488p .. maps . key to maps . footnotes. bibliog ..
appendix, index. paper, $6.95)
This large collection of Yurok Myths. first published in 1976. (Pacific Historian Fall
1976) was widely acclaimed as a major contribution to our knowledge of Indian folklore.
Still available in cloth ($18.50) it has now been published in a sturdy and attractive
paperback edition which will be welcomed by students and small libraries.
THE NORTHERN MAIDU . by Marie Potts. (Happy Camp. CA. Naturegraph
Publications [P.O . Box 1035. 96039] 1977. 46p .. illus .. ports .. sketch map. $6.00.
paper. $2.00)
The Maidu were a small and peaceful tribe of Northern Cal ifornia. and . like so many
of their fe llows on the West Coast. they found life pleasant and sustenance plentiful.
Marie Potts. now in her eighties. relates the history and culture of the Northern
Maidu. describing also her childhood days at Big Meadow. The twenty short chapters
encapsulate most aspects of Maidu life and tell how the coming of the white man
changed that life forever.
DRAWN FROM LIFE: California Indians In Pen and Brush. by Theodora Kroeber .
Albert B. Elasser. and Robert F. Heizer. (Socorro. NM . Ballena Press. 1977. 295p ..
illus., notes, bibliog . paper, $8.95)
To give life and meaning to these 322 reproductions of art works of or including
Indians the authors have grouped them according to area . Mrs . Kroeber has written a
general overview of the California Indians as a group as well as an introduction to each
of the eight geographic areas. Most of the text is based on Alfred L. Kroeber's
" Handbook of the Indians of California" (191 7). and the pictures range from Spanish
days to the 1880 's . when the camera largely superseded the artist.
The collection of illustrations is as complete as the authors could make it. including
not only portraits but scenes which include one or more Indians . Mrs. Kroeber . whose
sensitive writing is familiar to us from Ishi (Pacific Historian . Winter '76) again evokes.
in the formal but informational text. a haunting evocation of earlier Indian life and the
trauma of the white invasion.
RED SHADOWS: The History of Native Americans from 1600 to 1900, from the Desert
to the Pacific Coast. by Dan Georgakas . (Garden City. Doubleday & Company. 1973.
A Zenith Book . 128p .. illus .. ports .. sketch maps. index. $4 .95)
This brief treatment of the western Indians is a grim recital of white aggression .
Indian resistance. and eventual white dominance. Some seventeen tribes are
discussed. so that not too much detail can be included . Unfortunately there is no
bibliography or documentation to aid those desiring to read further.
THE SHAWNEE. by Jerry E. Clark . (Lexington. University Press of Kentucky . 1977.
The Kentucky Bicentennial Bookshelf. 99p., illus., ports., bibliog. essay. $4.95)
Clark disputes the widely held theory that there were no Indian settlements in
Kentucky in historic times. arguing that the Shawnee practice of annual migration
between winter hunting grounds and summer homes would mean only the lack of
permanent year-round villages.
In The Shawnee he summarizes the probable origin and dispersal of the Shawnee,
the southernmost of the Algonquin tribes. and relates the facts known of their social
organization and manner of life. He traces the effect of their increasing trade with the
encroaching whites and their increasing dependence on trade goods. The Shawnee
were frequently used as buffers between opposing groups of whites. but white
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expansion brought conflict. and. occasionally war. Most gave up the struggle after
their defeat in 179o. though Tecumseh and a group drawn from many tribes fought
with the British in the War of 1812. Eventually. of course. the Shawnee were forced to
reservat ions in Oklahoma. where they remain.
TREE BOY. by Shirlev Nagel. (San Francisco/ New York. Sierra Club Books / Charles
Scribner's Sons. 1978. S8p .. illus. $6.95)
Written for children 10 years old and up. Tree Boy tells how a teenager successfully
launched a campaign to replace forests being killed by smog with trees that could resist
the pollution.
Andy Lipkis was an unusu al IS yea r old. refusing to be daunted by businessmen who
told him to grow up. by bureaucratic red tape or by lack of funds. In seven years. with
stead ily increasing support. he and many volunteer helpers planted about 60.000 of
these trees in the San Bernardino Mountains. Now that they have land to grow the
seed lin gs more will survive transplanting . Andy's dream is now rea lity because he
made it work - perhaps vours can come tru e also. if you really believe in it enough and
work hard enough.
THE VIEW FROM THE OAK: The Private Worlds of Other Creatures. by Judith and
Herbert Kohl. Illu strated by Roger Bayless. (San Francisco/New York. Sierra Club
Books / Charles Scribner's Sons. 1977. 112p .. illus .. index . $8.95. paper $4.95)
The Kohls start with the sens itive nose of the familiar dog to introduce the reader to
the strange and fascinating worlds of other creatures. How does the world of the ant
differ from that of th e bee? How does a dam know it is digging up and not sideways?
What would it be like to see like an eagle or hear like an owl? Or to hang on a branch for
yc,lrs waiting to drop on your prey when it walked under you? The answers to question s
like these help us understand how many creatures - from spiders to whales "experience space. sense time. and communicate with others of their kind."
The provocative text and exquisite drawings are beautifully printed on a fine buff
paper. The View From The Oak. one of the first titles in the new Sierra Club / Scribners
Books for Young Readers Publishing Program, is the winner of the 1978 National Book
Award in Children's Literature. Its appeal will not be limited to children .
A HISTORY OF THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AND ITS ACTIVITIES AMONG
INDIANS. by Curtis E . .Jackson and Marcia J. Galli. (San Francisco. R & E
Associates, 1977. 162p., notes, tables, bibliog. paper $12.00)
The authors have attempted to give a comprehensive overview of the relationship
between the ce ntral government a nd the Indian tribes from colonial days to the
present. Obv iou sly. such an overview must necessarily be largely general in nature.
considering the multifarious activities the Bureau of Indian Affairs and its
predecessors were expected to su pervise . as well as the time span of over two hundred
years . The authors have gathered a considerable body of material. but the text could
have been improved by stylistic revisions and more careful proof-reading .
WEST OF HELL'S FRINGE: Crime, Criminals, and the Federal Peace Officer in
Oklahoma Territory, 1889-1907. by Glenn Shirley. (Norman. University of Oklahoma
Press. JCJ78. 495p .. illus .. ports .. sketch maps. facsims .. bibliog .. notes. index.
$14 .95)
Hell's Fringe- that nebulou s and dishonored line between Oklahoma Territory and
Indian Territory - repres ented security to the felons fleeing from the Jaw until the
advent of the U.S. marshals who could pursue them into the Indian Territory as the
Oklahoma lawmen could not.
In this fast paced and fascina ting account Shirley relates the struggle between
lawmen and outlaw from the frantic disorganized stampede into the newly opened
Oklahoma Territory to the relative calm of statehood and the death of the last survivor
of the old horseback gangs.
But what a saga lies between! The Doolins and Daltons. Dynamite Dick. Arkansas
Tom. Zip Wyatt. Cattle Annie. Little Breeches and all the rest . together with the
marshals who grimly pursued them on both sides of Hell's Fringe - E. D. Nix. Chris
Madsen. Bill Tilghman and Bud Ledbetter. to na me a few . Ironically. the last outlaws
and lawm en profited handsomely from books and films based as firmly on fancy as on
fact to glorify themselves and denigrate their adversaries.
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Although West of Hell's Fringe covers much of the "theme and material" of Six
Guns and Silver Stars (1955) . it is. because of its extensive continuing research an
entirely new work. Shirley handles the mass of material in exceptionally fine style.
quoting liberally from contemporary sources and memoirs. and refraining from
over-interpretation. West of Hell's Fringe is vintage narration which will hold you
spellbound .
SLAVIC AMERICANS: A Study Guide and Source Book. by Joseph Stipanovich and
Maria K . Woroby. (San Francisco, R & E Research Associates, 1977. 90p ., bibliog.
paper. $6.00)
This volu me. like the others in the series on American cultural and racial groups.
attempts to give the reader a solid introduction to an ethnic group and to suggest
readings for further study. Not only are the Slavic Americans themselves a diverse
group with differing languages and. more importantly. differing rel igious affiliations.
the reasons for and time of immigration resulted in ·even more diversity and.
sometimes . hostility.
The st udy outline gives a good overview of the Slavic presence in the U.S.; the
selected bib liography. representing sources in English . is well chosen and forms a
bridge to further study .
THE PORTUGUESE IN AMERICA . by Sandra Wolfarth (San Francisco. R & E
Research Associates, 1978. 147p., bibliog. paper, $5.00)
The experience of the Portuguese immigrant in California differed in several
respects from that of those who settled on the East Coast. Wolfarth makes this clear in
her study of the complete range of Portuguese emmigration to America from the
earliest days to the present.
While the major part of the text deals with the Northeast . the discussion of the
origins and characteristics of the newcomers is applicable generally. The differences in
both the reasons for immigration and the reception of the emigre as indicated by the
date of immigration are clearly set forth. as is the inherent internal factionalism among
the Portuguese themselves.
The author recogn ized this factionalism. the general anti-institutionalism of the
Portuguese and their general reluctance to stress continuing education as barriers to
possible united action as a more recognized minority group.
RANCH AND RANGE IN OKLAHOMA. edited by J immy M. Skaggs. (Oklahoma City.
Ok lahoma Historical Society. 1978. 134p .. illus .. ports .. fold. maps. notes . index. Its
Oklahoma Series Vol. 8. $12.00 . paper $8 .00)
Nine knowledgab le men contributed to this volume of the Oklahoma Historical
Society ' s award-winning Oklahoma Series.
Stressing the uni qu e contribution of Oklahoma to the cattle-raising industry, the
authors disc uss the changes in land uti lization from Indian Territory to statehood.
The individual essays cover the great cattle trails. the futile attempts of the Indians
to hold on to their lands and ranches and the inexorab le pressures which soon filled the
territory with settlers . Ranch and Range is. one might almost say . the flip side of West
of Hell's Fringe, for it largely omits the strife, crime and bloodshed that attended the
birth of the new state.
GHOST TOWNS OF WASHINGTON AND OREGON. by Donald C. Miller. (Boulder .
CO . Pruett Publishing Company [3235 Prairie Ave .. 80302] 1977. 127p .. illus ..
ports .. sketch maps . notes. indexes . $12.50)
Miller has set himself the task of chronicling the ghost towns of the West ' other
books on Montana and Idaho have already been published .
Over 125 photographs recapture the past or present of more than 140 early
settlements. most of which grew because of mi nes or mining activity .
Not all the towns can properly be called "ghost " towns; quite a few still exist in a
state of not-q uite-suspended animation or have experienced a degree of reincarnation.
but they have been included because they are at least ghosts of their former selves. In
addition . a few other non-mine related towns of historical significance or photogenic
remains are included for each state. but these towns are not on the maps.
Ghost Towns is a beguiling volume - easy to read and to look at. it could also be an
inducement for pleasant exploring trips.
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WESTERN CARPETBAGGER: The Extraordinary Memoirs of "Senator" Thomas
Fitch. Edited and with a Foreword by Eric N. Moody. (Reno. University of Nevada
Press, 1978. A Bristlecone Paperback. 286p ., port., facsims., index . paper, $5.25)
The flamboyant Fitch. the "silver tongued orator of the Pacific" and "premier
carpetbagger of the Old West" pursued enough careers for a dozen men. Unable to
resist a change when wealth and fame eluded him. however. he never achieved either.
and his opportunism eventually gave him the reputation for unscrupulous behavior.
From the late 1850's to the ea rly yea rs of the twentieth century. he knew and was
known by all the prominent men of the West. serving in the state legislature and in
Congress. These memoirs. written in 1903 for the San Francisco Call, are not only
e ntertaining and often hilarious. they are also an accurate record of events and a mirror
of the times.
THE BOOK OF YOGURT. by Sonia Uvezian. Introduction by David Kaiserman.
Illustrations by Karen Okasaki Sasaki . (San Francisco. 101 Productions. 1978. 167p ..
illus., index. paper, $4.95)
The cover title adds "An International Collection of Recipes ." and it could also say
"From Soup to Nuts." or. more accurately. "From Breakfast to After-Dinner Drinks."
This is Uve7.ian's fourth cookbook and her second for 10 1 (Pacific Historian Spring
1978) and was a selection of two major book clubs. With the rapid growth in the
popularity of yog urt and the renewed interest in foods that not only are good but
bcndicial as well. these tempting recipes are sure to become favorites for family
enjoyment and companv delight.
FIRE AND SMOKE: Worldwide Charcoal Cookery. by Maggie Waldron. Drawings by
Ernie Youn g . (San Francisco. 101 Productions. distributed by Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1978. 168p., illus. paper, $4.95)
Waldron's whole-hearted devotion to the culinary arts has given her an amazingly
broad knowledge along with a wide circle of like-minded friends . In Fire & Smoke she
has brought together several hundred recipes from all over the world. giving vignettes
of their origins and describing their special features. Many sauces and marinades are
included. as well as a few non-meat recipes for vegetables and desserts and some for
th e smoke oven.
What better time to indulge in a littl e Fire & Smoke than December? You ' ll really be
ready for .June !
BRITISH AND CANADIAN IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES SINCE 1920,
by Kenneth Lines . (San Francisco. R & E Research Associates. 1978. 134p .. notes.
appendices, bibliog. paper, $11.00)
Lines. noting that the British and Canadian immigrants to America have received
less study than more "foreign " nationalities and almost none in the twentieth century .
decid ed to study this immigration in the post-World War I years. He considers the
views of the sending countries. of the receiving countries (many went to Canada before
coming to the U.S.) and of the emigrants themselves as reflected in questionnaires
sent to several hundred of them . using also statistics and published reports.
supplemented by personal interviews.
The immigrants questioned resided in California. Hawaii. Oregon and Washington,
so that the study has special relevance for the West Coast.
WESTERN CANADA SINCE 1870, A Select Bibliography and Guide. by Alan F.J.
Artibise (Vancouver. University of British Columbia Press . 1978. 312p .. illus ..
indexes. $17 .SO. paper . $6. 95)
The 3800 entries of this bibliography . as the title implies. are selected as the most
significant items dealing with almost any topic in Western Canad ian studies. Artibise
states that it is the only one which attempts to cover all four western provinces in a
single volume. that it contains also unpublished graduate essays . theses and
dissertations. and that it includes material as recent as 1977.
The sixty-three categories and subdivisions into which the references are divided
allow a chronological! geographical/subject approach, and there is a complete author
index. The select subject index includes references to ethnic groups. political parties.
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and the world wars . The "Brief Guide to Western
Canadian Studies" gives the novice information on scholarly papers. journals . and
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specialized series devoted to the area. as well as of libraries. archives. and historical
organizations and societies.
While th~ author hopes that his work will help identify areas in need of further
research an d that any deficiencies in it will be identified and corrected. the numbers
and scope of the references (e.g .. 123 references on the Riel Rebellion . from 1871 to
1977) gua rantees its usefu lness to anyone interested in Western Canadian history.
economics. cu lture. urban development or government.
THE MILWAUKEE ROAD EAST: America's Resourceful Railroad. by Patrick C.
Dorin . (Seattle. Superior Publishing Company. 1978. 175p .. illus .. maps. facsims ..
appendices. index. $14.95)
Dorin. a super rail fan and prolific author (see e .g .. Pacific Historian Sept. 1975 ,
Spring 1976) here summarizes the history of the Milwaukee Road and "provides a
review of its trains. traffic and passenger track east of Harlowton. Montana. from the
1920 's to the present. " It is a history of trials and triumphs and further trials. but one
of constant innovation and im agi native progress. As usual in Dorin's books. the text
adds background to and commentary on the numerous pictures. The appendices
contain route maps for the operating divisions and Hiawatha tra in schedules. With its
ea rlier companion volume. the Milwaukee Road West. by the Woods. it completes the
history of " America's Resourceful Railroad."
THE SWISS AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 1927-1977. by Heinz K. Meier.
Preface by Raymond A. Probst. Ambassador of Switzerland. (Norfolk. VA. The
Donning Company [253 West Bute St ., 23510], 1977. 82p .. notes, appendices, paper.
$4.95)
It is clear from Meier's account of the fifty-year history of the Swiss American
Historical Society that. over the years. the devotion of a few dedicated members was
responsible for the formation of the Society in the twenties. its preservation during a
period of dormancy and its reorganization and revival. Today the Society. with some
two hundred members. looks forward to increased services and cooperation with other
Swiss groups.
EXPERIMENT IN LIBERTY: The Ideal of Freedom in the Experience of the Disciples
of Christ. by Ronald E. Osborn. (St . Louis. MO. The Bethany Press [Box 179. 63103]
1978. The Forrest F. Reed Lectures for 1976. 144p .. bibliog .. notes . index . $5 .95)
The emph asis of the American experience on individual freedom and responsibility
had a strong influence on religious attitudes and the development of indigenous
churches. Under the influence of a democratic society the existing denominations
reshaped theology and ecclesiastical structure to meet this spirit of freedom. and new
religious bodies came into being.
" One of these. intensel y committed to liberty throughout its history. is that
movem ent whose members call themselves Disciples of Christ." Experiment in Liberty
traces the evolution . development an d partitioning of the Disciples and the important
part that many of them have played in the history of our country. This lecture series
was a fitting tribute to both the Church and the Nation in the Bicentennial year.
GRASS HUTS AND WAREHOUSES: Pacific Beach Communities of the Nineteenth
Century. by Caroline Ralston. (Honolulu . the University Press of Hawaii, 1978.
268p . . illus .. sketch maps. notes. bibliog .. index. $12.50)
Ralston traces in detail the pattern of growth of five small Polynesian ports Honolulu. Papeete. Kororareka. Levuka and Apia- from the early days of European
interest in trade with the islanders to the point at which the beach communities became
developed port towns.
She clarifies the role played by the early beachcombers in mediating between the
islanders and the foreigners. the exploitation of various island products in return for
desirabl e Western goods. and the impact of the arrival of missionaries. traders.
consuls and. eventually. planters.
Grass Huts and Warehouses shows how the early "predominately egalitarian
atmosphere" of early contact days "was largely undermined by later foreign
development and population increase.·· turning the ports into foreign enclaves
dominated by Western standards and conventions in which the islanders had no status
or voice. and effectively beginning a period of colonization.
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RENDEZVOUS. by Rick Steber. Don Gray and Jerry Gildemeister. (Union. OR. Bear
Wallow Publishing Company [97883] 1976. I 72p .. ill us .. [part col.]. maps on end
papers. historical notes. $27 .50)
A master storyteller. a talended artist. and a sensitive photographer have pooled
their skills to produce this strikingly handsome volume of old-timer stories. Steber has
arranged the tales as though they were told around the campfire of a mountain men's
rendezvous- the cherished time of year when they gathered with their year 's catch for
a brief period of fellowship before they headed out for another season of solitary
trapping. The paintings. sketches an d photographs. both new and contemporary ,
enhance the mood of the stories as well as giving them a physical setting and a sense of
reality.
Fo~get the time span of th e stories - these are ghosts who spin their ya rns from the
shadows about the fire- and live vicariously in the days when the West was still young.
INDIAN ART OF THE NORTHWEST COAST: A Dialogue on Craftsmanship and
Aesthetics. by Bill Holm and Bill Reid. (Seattle. University of Washington Press.
1978, c1975. 263p. , illus. [part col.], bibliog., notes. paper, $14.95)
Indian Art was orginally published for museum distribution as Form and Freelance:
A Dialogue on Northwest Coast Indian Art. republished in cloth in I 976 (Pacific
Historian Spring I 977) and is now available in a paperback edition.
The quality of the text and reproductions is easily the equal of the earlier editions.
the binding is strong and the cover attractive. This affordable edition should have a
wide appeal for any individual or library desiring material on early Indian art.
SPUDDING IN : Recollections of Pioneer Days in the California Oil Fields, by William
Rintoul. (California Historical Society; reprinted by Valley Publishers. Fresno. I 978.
240p .. illus .. ports .. map s. facsims .. index. $12.95)
Out-of-print since soon after its publication in I 976. this interesting story of the
beginning of the California "oil rush" (see Pacific Historian Summer '76) is now
available in a handsome reprint.
PARDNER OF THE WIND: Story of the Southwestern Cowboy. by N. Howard (Jack)
Thorp in collaboration with Neil M. Clark. (Lincoln. University of Nebraska Press,
1977, c1941, 1972. 309p. , illus., index. paper, $4.95)
This is the first Bison Book printing of one of the best and most readable collections
of cowboy life , anecdotes and tall tales ever published. Don't miss it!
COULTERVILLE CHRONICLE: The Annals of a Mother Lode Mining Town. by
Catherine Coffin Phillips. (San Francisco. The Grabhorn Press. 1942; reprinted by
Valley Press. Fresno. 1978. 275p .. ill us .. ports .. facsims. $17.95. paper $7.95)
Few local histories have touched the excellence in content and style of Coulterville
Chronicle. now once more available after an absence of some thirty years .
This facsimile reprint differs from the original only in adding 56 names to the list of
pioneers - it is too large for a stocking. but it deserves a place under every Christmas
tree.
A SELF-GOVERNING DOMINION: California, 1849-1860. by William Henry Ellison.
(Berkeley. University of California Press. 1978. c1950. 335p .. bibliog .. index. $1 2.00)
First published in 1950 and praised for its fresh and vivid writing as well as for its
sound scholarship. A Self-Governing Dominion has been out of print for several years.
The UC Press has now re-issued it in its California Library Reprint Series, and every
California library. private or i.n stitutional. should check to see if it needs a first or
additional copy.
SEATTLE PAST TO PRESENT. by Roger Sale (Seattle. University of Washington
Press, 1978, c1976. 273p., illus., ports., maps, facsims. paper, $5.95)
First published in 1976 and reprinted the same year. Seattle (Pacific Historian,
Spring '77) is now available in a well printed and sturdy paperback.
BEST RESTAURANTS Los Angeles & Southern California. by the Editors of California
Critic: Colman Andrews [et a!.] Illustrations: Ray Killeen. (San Francisco. 101
Productions, 1978. 253p., illus., index. paper, $3.95)
This "totally revised" update of the popular 101 guide to good eating in Southern
California is arranged like its predecessors. The helpful marks to indicate price range
now refer to under $6. under $12 and over $12. and there is a useful section on
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California wines. As before. the index also contains a list by nationality to assist those
who want, e.g., good Greek or Polish cooking. Bon appetit!
IDAHO LOCAL HISTORY: A Bibliography With a Checklist of Library Holdings.
edited by Milo G. Nelson and Charles A. Webbert for the Idaho Library Association.
(Moscow. University Press of Idaho [Box 3368. University Station. 83843] 1976.
157p., index . paper, $10.00)
One of the happy by-products of the Bicentennial has been the dramatic increase in
the production of local histories and historical bibliographies of which Idaho Local
_History is a good example. Thirteen libraries- ten in Idaho . two in Washington and UC
Brancroft - furnished records of pertinent holdings to form the first comprehensive
bibliography of Idaho history.
Th e editors have arranged the entries into seven categories - bibliographies. serials .
gazeteers and guidebooks. biography. general histories and county histories and
minorities. repeating entries if necessary.
Except in the first two categories . each entry includes the -location symbol for at least
one library holding it.
The Idaho Library Association .and the editors deserve commendation for this
attractive and long-needed compilation. With the groundwork laid. further editions will
undoubtedly keep it up to date .
ITALIAN AMERICANS: A Study Guide and Source Book. by Alberto Meloni. (San
Francisco, R & E Associates, 1978. 93p., appendix, bibliog. paper, $6.00)
Since Meloni intended Italian Americans to be used as a study guide. he provides a
brief outline of Italian history at the left half of the page. giving source references and
comments on the right side. The six chapters cover the historical roots. the economics
of migration. society and culture. the immigrant church . immigrant organizational
altet:natives and the emergence of the American Italian.
Each chapter has a brief introduction and a conclusion which leads to the next. The
outl ine is easy to read and by itself explains many aspects of the Italian adjustment to
American life; used in conjunction with the sources it would be an excellent teaching
tool.
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UNIVERSITY OF THE PAC IFIC
32nd Annual Mission Tour
Ap ril ? to 14, 1979
V isi t and stu dy the twen t y-one Spanish m iss ions , the asistencias at Pala and
Santa Ysabel, Ramona country , pres id ios, and pueblos from Spanish and
M ex ican days. The Cal iforn ia land is at its best during Holy Week - just th e
tim e to go!
• Gr eyhound bus limited to 40 perso ns
• Stud en t s and public are invited
• Fine accommodation s
• Barbecue and ou td oo r picn ics
• Dinner on Olivera St reet , Los Ange les
•Libraries - gal ler ies - museums
,....-~
• 2 to 4 units college credi t avail able
~
• Conductor s - Dr s. Walter Payne and James Sheb l
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Mi ss ion Tou r
Holt-Atherton Pac ific Center
for West ern St udies
University of th e Pacific
St ockton, California 9521 1
209 - 946-2405
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Bryce , James, 268
Bubka, Tony, 2: Insert 12, 18, 21, 24
Bucareli y Ursua, Antonio Maria, 374,
375
Buckner, Melissa, 68
Bueno , Jose Gonzales Cabrera, 373
Bugles, Banners and War Bonnets, by
Ernest L. Reedstrom, rev ., 413
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Cherokee Advocate, ex., 49; ment. , 48,
49, so
Cherokee Indians , see 38-54
Cherokee National Council, 39, 40, 41,
44, 47, so, 51
Cherokee Treaty of 1866, 45, 46, 52
Chiapello, Dr., 166, 167
Chiapello, Etta Colt, 166
China, 379, 381-386 passim
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Clark, Bennett Champ, 386
Clark, General, 235
Clay, Henry, 207
Clinton, George, 228
Cloverdale, Ca. , 68
Coal industry, Ca. , 366

435

Coan, Titus, 55
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Franzia, Anna, 163
Franzia, Frank, 163
Franzia, Giuseppe, 161, 162, 163
Franzia, John, 163
Franzia, Joseph J., 162, 163, 391
Franzia, Louis, 163
Franzia, Salvadore, 163
Franzia, Theresa Carrara, 162
Frederick, Peggee S., "Submarines on
the Desert B.C.," 298-303
Fremont, John C., 71, 290
French, in Ca ., see 254-261
French, Nora May, 2: Insert 33, 38
French Camp, Ca., 211, 212, 217, 391

"The Frenchmen's Dream,·· by Hereniece Lamson, 254-261
Fricot, Desire, 258, 259
Fricot, Jules, 258, 259
Friends of John Steinbeck, ed. by Ted M.
Taylor and Van Essayan, rev., 417
Frolich. Finn Haakon , 2: Insert 43-44
"From Beaver Hou se to the Golden Gate:
The Hudson's Bay Company in California," by Ronald Genini, 205-220
Frost, Robert, 263, 270
Fuller, Mrs. John, 218
Funston, Brigadier General Frederick, 4
Fur trade, 174, 233 , 239, 240; see 205-220

- GGagnon, Freddy, 298
Garber, D.W., "Jedediah Strong Smith Fur Trader from Ohio: A Postscript,"
9-25
Garrison, John, 18
Gass, Patrick, 11
Gass. William , I I
Gearheart, Bertrand W., 383
Geary, Edward R., 192
Genini, Ronald, "From Beaver House to
the Golden Gate: The Hudson's Bay
Company in California," 205-220
George, Henry, 265, 269
George, Walter, 384
Georgia, 71 , 73
Gillespie, Donald F., "Wilderness Sanctuary," 238-241
Gillette, Guy, 381, 382
Give Me a Mountain Meadow, by M.
Nona McGlashan, rev., 99
Givens, Isaac, 174, 175
Glen Elleri ranch, of Jack London, 2:
Insert 1-10, 22, 30; 247
Glenn, Dr. , 244
Gloria Deli, by Sister Mary Dominic Ray .
rev ., 411
Goddard, Francelia S., "A Massachusetts Yankee at Queen Liliuokalani' s
Court - Hawaii in 1898," 55-60
"God 's House at San Buenaventura," by
Msgr. Francis J . Weber, 353-356
Gold mining, Mother Lode, 257-259, 29 1,
292, 293, 335
Gold rush, effect in France, 254-256
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Lapham, Increase, 156, 157
Lapp, Rudolph M., Blacks in Gold Rush
California, rev., 309
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18, 22, 23
London, Charmian, 2: Insert 2, 3, 15, 17,
22 , 32, 35, 44; 246, 247
London, Flora, 2: Insert 21
London, Jack, see No. 2, Special Insert,
1-45; his Glen Ellen Ranch, 1-10; and
George Sterling, 27-40; and Finn
Frolich, 43-44; as war correspondent,
3-5; his writing, 13, 17, 22, 23;
biographies, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 22; see
also 246-249
London, Joan, see "Letters from Joan
London," 2: Insert 12-26
Loofbourow, Leon, 65, 66
"Looks at Western Books," 97-101;
201-204; 304-312; 411 -417
Los Angeles, Ca., 26-30 passim, 33, 35,
37, 175 , 283, 294, 406, 407
Los Angeles Times, ex., 27; ment., 28
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Monterey, Ca., 175, 177, 178, 212, 213,
216, 217, 373 , 374, 403, 405
Moore, Otho Winter, 300
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312-324; 419-431
Nothing Left to Commemorate, by I.
Harold Sharfman, rev. , 98
Noto, Sal , "Homage to Jack London: The
House of Happy Walls ," 2: Insert 1-10
Nourse, A.J., 165
Nourse, Elna May, 168
Nye, Gerald P. , 386

- 0Oak, Henry, 212, 218
O'Bryon, Martha Seffer, rev. of Martin,
Chinatown's Angry Angel, 204
O'Bryon, Patrick, rev. of DeNevi, Tragic
Train, 204
O'Callaghan , Gov. , 232
O'Connor, Richard, 2: Insert IS, 16, 18,
21
O'Flaherty, Joseph S. , Those Powerf!II
Years, rev., 415-416
Ogden, Peter Skene , 206, 207, 218, 235,
239
Ogle, J. , 18
Ohio, see 9-25
Oildorado, by William Rintoul, rev.,
414-415
Olney, Nathan, 188
Oregon City, Oregon, 185
"The Oregon Superintendency of Indian
Affairs, 1853-1856," by Lee Scott
Theisen, 184-195
Ortega, Sergeant, 372, 373
Orwell, George, 2: Insert 23
Outland, Charles F., Man-Made Disaster, rev ., 203-204
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Overland journeys, see "Westward Ho in '49," 71-96; 120-144; 174-175;
275-277

- PPackenham, Ricahrd , 217
Packet boats, see flatboats
Paddock, Benjamin Greene, 230
The Painter Lady, by Searles R. Boynton,
rev. , 98
Paiute Indians , 67
Palmer, Joel, 185-193
Palou , Padre Francisco, 372, 374
Panama Canal , 380
Pardee, George C. , 5
Parron, Padre, 372
Parsons, Lucy Seymour, 154
Paulding, Joseph , 175
Pau on Lau, Estelle , "Ellen B. Sabin:
Pioneer Educator ," 145-160
Pawnee Indians, 82
Payne, Steven, "Villa de Branciforte,"
403-410
Payne, Walter A. , rev. of Fireman, The
Spanish Royal Corps of Engineers in
the Western Borderlands, 202-203
Pearl Harbor, 57, 379, 387
Peel, Sir Robert , 217
Pepper, Claude, 380, 381
Pequot Indians, 223
Perez, .Juan, 372, 403
Perry, Admiral, 229
"The Peter Britt House, " by Josephine
Evans Harpham, 242-243
Petzold, Ernest, 300
Pickford, Mary, 31, 32
Pierce, Franklin , 191
Pippin, Larry, rev. of Figueroa, Manifesto to the Mexican Republic, 304-305
Pit River Indians, 180
Pit River region, 205, 206, 208
Pittman, Key, 379, 382
Pittsburg, Ca. , 366
Platte River, North Fork, 83, 84, 86
Platte River, South Fork, 81 , 83
Polk, James K., 217, 254
Pony Express , 233
"Port Costa," by Doug Urbick, 361-369
Port Costa, Ca., 244, 245, see 361 -369
Porter, Samuel, 225
Portland, Ore., 147-150 passim, 153, 185
Portland Oregonian , ment. , 191
Portola, Gaspar de, 371 , 372, 373, 374
Powell , John Wesley, 270
Powell, Lawrence Clark, 269
Presbyterians, 222, 223
Presidios, California, 404, 405

Proctor, Ezekiel, 48
Puget Sound Agricultural Company, 213
Puritans, 221, 223

- QQuijas. Father Jose Lorenzo
Concepcion, 359

de
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-RRae, Eloisa McLoughlin, 214, 218
Rae , William Glen, 214-219 passim
Rasmussen, Andrew, 165
Rasmussen, Howard, 164
Rasmussen, Rasmus A., 164, 165
Rasmussen, R.H., 164
Rasmussen, William, 165
Ray , Sister Mary Dominic, Gloria Deli,
rev., 411
The Reader's Encyclopedia of the American West, ed. by Howard R. Lamar,
rev., 412-413
Realajo, Nicaragua, 336, 337, 338
Red Bluff Beacon, ex., 178, 179
Reed, John, 2: Insert 15, 21
Reedstrom, Ernest L., Bugles, Banners
and War Bonnets, rev., 413
Reid. Donna, rev. of Samuels and
Samuels, The Illustrated Biographical
Encyclopedia of Artists of the American West, 201; rev. of McPhee,
Coming Into the Country, 201-202
Religion, Indian and Catholicism, see
393-402, 396
Reno, John, 16, 20
Revolutionary War, 226, 227, 228
Reynolds, Richard, rev. of Harmsen,
American Western Art, 310-311; rev.
of Harmsen, Harmsen's Western
Americana, 311-312
Rezanov , Count Nikolai, 216
Rice, Alexander, 9, 12, 21
Rice, Capt. Ebenezer, 9, 10, 11, 21
Rice , Rosella, 9-15 passim, 17, 21, 22, 23
Rich, Bill, 368
Richardson, Robert, 298, 300
Richland County, Ohio, 9-22 passim, 230
Richter, Walter J ., 165
Ridge, John, 38, 39
Ridge, Major, 39
Rife, Joanne, Where the Light Turns
Gold, rev., 414
Rimland, Ingrid, The Wanderers, rev .,
305
Rintoul, William, Oildorado, rev., 414415
Ripon, Ca., 161 -170,391

"Ripon: Ethnic and General Development," by Josephine Nadeau, Part VI,
161 -170
Rivera y Moncada, Capt. Fernando de,
371' 372, 374
Roach, Richard R., 18
Robidoux, Antoine, 174
Rocky Bar Mining Company, "Circular,"
253; 259, 260
Rogue River Indians, 185, 187, 188, 191
Rogue River Valley, Ore., 187, 188, 215
Rolla , Fred, 354
Rolph , James R., Jr., 250, 251, 252
Roosevelt, Franklin D., 379,383,386, 387
Roosevelt, Theodore, 4, 5; 2: Insert 5;
264, 265
Rosenberg, Bernard, .rev . .of Sharfman,
Nothing Left to Commemorate, and
Stern, Mannie's Crowd, 98
Rosenstone, Robert A., 2: Insert 15
Ross , D.H., SO
Ross, Edith Mann, 301
Ro·s s, John, 38, 39
Rowlett, Martha, "Women of the Min istry," 61-70
Royce, Josiah, 269
Rubio , Father Cyprian, 354
Russell, John, Jr., 224
Russian American Fur Company, 206,
207, 213
Russian River, 65
Russians, in Ca., 207, 209, 210, 359, 360

-SSabin, Adelia M., 145
Sabin, Ellen B., see 145-160
Sabin. Samuel Henry, 145
Sacramento, Ca., 62, 329, 330, 331, 333
Sacramento River, 208, 244
Sacramento Valley, 176, 178, 179, 180,
208, 244, 245
Sailor on Horseback, by Irving Stone,
ment., 2: Insert 15, 18, 44; 247, 248
St. Louis, Missouri, 75
Salazar, Father Alonso, 407
Salinas , River, 289
Salt Lake City, Utah, 88, 89, 90
Salt Lake Desert, 233, 235
Salt Lake Valley , 91, 92
Samuels, Peggy and Harold, The Illustrated Biographical Encyclopedia of
Artists of the American West, rev. , 97,
201
San Andreas, Ca., 257, 258
San Antonio (ship), 372, 375
San Buenaventura Mission, see 353-356
San Carlos (ship), 372-378 passim

443

San Carlos, Nicaragua, 343, 344
Sandburg, Carl, 10
Sanders, Patricia B., rev. of Boynton, The
Painter Lady, 98
Sanderson, Edward (Ned), 291, 328-332
passim
San Diego, Ca., 30, 372, 373, 374
San Francisco, Ca., 56; 2: Insert 21 , 29,
31, 32, 38; 207, 208, 211-219 passim,
245, 250-252 passim, 258, 263, 265,
333 , 373-378 passim, 403-406 passim;
earthquake and fire, 3-8, 64
San Francisco Call, ment. , 2: Insert 21
San Francisco Examiner, ment., 2: Insert
3, 5
San Francisco Mission, 357
San Gabriel , Ca. , 174
San Joaquin Valley, 208, 209, 217, 234,
244, 245
San Jose, Ca., 406, 407, 408
San Juan del Norte, Nicaragua, 336, 340
San Juan River, Nicaragua, 341 , 344
San Lorenzo River, Ca., 406, 407
Santa Barbara, Ca., 288
Santa Cruz Mission, 403-409 passim
Santa Fe, New Mexico, 174, 175
Santa Fe Trail, 174
Santa Maria, Padre Vincente, 375, 376,
377, 378
Sardine, Industry, 365
Sayers, Dorothy, 30
Scales , J.A., 50
Schmitz, Eugene E., 4, 6, 7
Schwellenbach, Lewis B., 379, 382
Scott, Byron, 379
Scraper, George W., 51
Sears, Paul B., 270
Seeley, Lieut. Robert , 223
Seelye, Michael D. , rev. of Dockstader,
Great North American Indians, 307-308
Serra, Fray Junipero, 353, 371-374
passim
Service, Robert W., 2: Insert 24
Servin, Jose Francisco, 354
Shanley, James A. , 382
Sharfman, I. Harold, Nothing Left to
Commemorate, rev., 98; Jews on the
Frontier, rev., 306-307
Shasta Indians, 185, 188, 209
Shea, M.C., 364
Shears, Mr. and Mrs ., 83, 87, 88, 89, 92,
279, 282, 290
Shebl, James M ., rev. of Taylor and
Essayan, eds., Friends of John Steinbeck, 417
Shelton, Lawrence P., California Gunsmiths 1846-1900, rev., 417
Shepard, Eliza, 246
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Shepard, Irving, 2: Insert 1, 6
Shoshone Indians, 67
Sierra Nevada, 263-267 passim
Simons, Eunice Smith, 230
Simons, Solomon , 230
Simons, Titus Gordon Vespasian, 21, 229,
230
Simpson, Capt. Alexander, 213, 214
Simpson, Sir George, 206, 207, 208,
211-219 passim, 240
Sinclair, Andrew, 2: Insert 17; 247
Sinclair, William, 218
Sino-Japanese War (Second), 379, 387
Sioux Indians, 82
Sisson, Jim, 2: Insert 25
Sitka, Alaska, 207, 212
Sizelove, Linda, "Indian Adaptation to
the Spanish Missions," 393-402
Skinner, Alexander, 16
Slattery, James, 382
Sloat, John P., 177
Smethers, Tom, 167
Smilie, RobertS., 357
Smith, Alexander, 20
Smith, Benjamin, 227
Smith, Catherine Southerland, 20
Smith, Chileab , 225
Smith, Ebenezer, 20
Smith, Elizabeth, 221, 225
Smith, Elizabeth (daughter), 221
Smith, Elizabeth (granddaughter), 227,
228
Smith, Eunice Clark, 228
Smith, Ezra Delos , 229
Smith, Henry, 222
Smith, Israel, 227
Smith, Jedediah (not related), 19, 20
Smith, Jedediah , Sr., 13, 18, 19, 228-229 ,
230
Smith, Jedediah Strong, see 9-25, 174,
205, 206, 208, 212; see also 221 -231,
232-237, 239, 240, 391; The Southwest
Expedition of Jedediah Smith, rev .,
411 -412
Smith, John, 225, 226
Smith , John II, 226, 227
Smith, John, Ill, 226, 227, 228
Smith, John S., 20
Smith, Joseph (17th Cent.), 226
Smith, Joseph (19th Cent.), 121
Smith, Louisa Levina Simons, 230
Smith, Martha, 20
Smith, Mary, 221
Smith, Mary Partridge, 225, 226
Smith, Mary Root , 226, 227
Smith, Nelda, rev. of John Biggs Consort,
California Mission Music, and Ray,
Gloria Deli, 411

Smith, Philip, 221, 224, 225
Smith, Ralph, 229, 230
Smith, Sally Strong, 229, 230
Smith, Samuel, 226
Smith, Samuel (17th Cent.), 221, 222,
223-226 passim
Smith, Samuel (19th Cent.), 20
Smith, Samuel, Jr., 221, 224
Smith, Seth, 227, 228
Smith, Thankful Burt, 228
Smith, Titus, 227
Smutny, Ernestine, "Looks at Western
Books," 97-101; 201 -204; 304-312;
411-417; "Notes from the Book
Editor," 102-114; 195-200; 312-324;
419-431
Snark, 2: Insert 2, 3
Soli[, Lieut. Col. Don Pablo Vicente de,
409
Solano (ferry), 362, 363, 367, 369
Solano Mission, 208, 214
"Soldiers in the Streets, 1906," by
William Strobridge, 308
Sonoma County, Ca., 65, 66; 2: Insert 1
Sonoma Mission, see 357-360
So Shall Ye Reap, by Joan London and
Henry Anderson, ment., 2: Insert 19
Southern Pacific Railroad, 250-252
passim; 298-303 passim, 368
The Southwest Expedition of Jedediah
Smith, ed. by George R. Brooks, rev.,
411 -412
Spalding, Charles, 72
Spalding, Randolph, 72
Spalding, Thomas, 71, 72, 291, 347
The Spanish Royal Corps of Engineers in
the Western Borderlands, by Janet R.
Fireman, rev., 202-203
Spanish Trail, 122, 134, 138, 275
Spear, Nathan, 214
Spencer, Sherman, rev. of Samuels and
Samuels, The Illustr-ated Biographical
Encyclopedia of Artists of the American West, 97
Spiritualism, 27, 30, 31, 33, 34
Spotts, Bertha Smith, 67-68
Sproule, William, 250, 251, 252
Stanford, Mrs. Leland, 298
Starr, Kevin, 269
Steele, Frederic Dorr, 27
Sterling, Carrie Rand, 2: Insert 31, 33,
37, 38
Sterling, George, 2: Insert 4, 17, 20, 22;
and Jack London, 2: Insert 27-40
Stern, Norton B., Mannie's Crowd, rev .,
98
Stevens, Isaac 1., 189, 190
Stewart, Dr. H.B., 166, 168
Stewart, Hilary, Indian Fishing, rev., 101

Stewart, Phyllis, 233
Stewart, Robert E ., •'The Trail of
Jedediah Smith," 232-237
Stilts, Philip, 18
Stockton, Ca., 64, 290
Stone, Irving, 2: Insert 15, 18, 44; 246-249
Stone, Jean, 248
Storms Brewed in Other Men's Worlds,
by Elizabeth A.H. John, rev., 99-100
Strawn-Hamilton, Frank, 2: Insert 22
Strobridge, William, "Soldiers in the
Streets, 1906," 3-8
Strong, John Cyrus, 13, 229
Stratton, Dave, 298
Struhsaker, Virginia L., rev. of Lapp,
Blacks in Gold Rush California, 309;
rev. of Knight, Sunset on Utopian
Dreams, 413-414; rev. of Rife, Where
the Light Turns Gold, 414; rev . of
Bailey, Holy Smoke, 416-417
Sublette, William, 233
"Submarines on the Desert B.C.," by
Pegee S. Frederick, 298-303
Summers, Alex, ed., Brand Book Number
Five, San Diego Corral of the Westerners, rev ., 412
Sunset on Utopian Dreams, by Thomas
Knight, rev., 413-414
Sutliff, Plumb, 18
Sutter, John, 176, 216, 218, 360
Sweetwater River, 87
Swett, John, 260-270 passim
Swett, Mary Tracy, 264, 266

- TTaft, William Howard, 3, 5, 6, 7, 264
Tahlequah, Western Cherokee Nation
Territory, 39, 44, SO
Tansill, Charles Callan, 379
Taylor, Ted M., ed., Friends of John
Steinbeck, rev., 417
Tehama County, Ca., 176-179 passim
Theisen, Lee Scott, "The Oregon Superintendency of Indian Affairs, 18531856," 184-195
Thomas, Elbert H., 383, 384, 385
Thomes, Robert H., 175, 176, 177, 179
Thompson, Charles, 51
Thoreau, Henry David, 269
Those Powerful Years, by Joseph S.
O'Flaherty, rev., 415-416
Todd, Jessie, 61
Toffler, Alvin, 271
Tolowa Indians, 66-67
Toomes, Albert, see 173-183
Toomes, Maria Isabella, 177, 180
Toomes, Nellie Helen, 177
Tragic Train, by Don DeNevi, rev ., 204
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"The Trail of Jedediah Smith," by
Robert E . Stewart, 232-237
Treaty of New Echota, 38
Trevors, Franz A., 354
Trimble , Paul C. , Interurban Railways of
the Bay Area, rev., 414
Tripartrite Pact, 379, 380, 383, 384
Trondhjem, Svenn Otto, 164
Trotsky, Leon, 2: Insert 24
Trudell, Clyde F., "Ayala and the San
Carlos," 371-378
Turner, John, 239
Tweney, George, 2: Insert 12, 13, 16, 18,
21
Tyler, John, 217

- UUmpqua Indians, 188
Underhill, Lonnie E., "The Judiciary of
the Western Cherokee Nation, 18391876," 38-54
U.S. Army, in San Francisco, 3-8
U.S. Congress, and American-Japanese
relations, see 379-390
U.S . Constitution, 38, 39
Urbick , Doug, "Port Costa," 361-369
Uzes, Francois D., Chaining the Land,
rev ., 313

- VVallejo, Ca. , 361, 362, 368
Vallejo, Gen . Mariano, 209, 213-216
passim, 218, 359, 360, 394
VanCott. Maggie, 61-64
Vancouver (ship), 215, 219
Vancouver, George, 353, 355
Vandenberg, Arthur H., 385, 386
Victoria, Manuel, 206, 207
Vigil, Francisco Estevan, 175
Vila, Capt. Vicente, 372
"Villa de Branciforte, " by Steven Payne,
403-410
Virgin River, 122, 123, 124, 126, 132, 133,
134
Viscaino, Sebastian, 373
Vogt , William, 270
Voorhis, Jerry, 379

- WWalker, Dale L., "Letters from Joan
London," 2: Insert 12-26
Walker, Franklin, 2: Insert 16, 17
Walla Walla Indians, 185, 189, 190
The Wanderers, by Ingrid Rimland, rev.,
305
Ward, Goodman , 224
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War of 1812, 229-230, 238
Weber, Capt . Charles M., 391
Weber, Msgr. Francis J., "God's House
at San Buenaventura," 353-356
Weston, George, 161, 163
Weston, Roger, 2: Insert 18
"Westward Ho - In '49," by Captain
Thomas S. Wylly, ed. by Thomas S.
Wylly III, Part I, 71-96; Part II,
120-144; Part III, 274-297; Part IV,
327-352
Wethersfield, Conn., 222-226 passim
Wheat, 244-245, 361, 363, 364, 367
Wheeler, Burton K., 386
"When Conan Doyle Came to California," by Howard L. Lachtman, 26-37
Where the Light Turns Gold, by Joanne
Rife, rev ., 414
White, Dorothy Gleason, 68-69
Whitefield, George, 226
Wilderness Calling, by Nicholas Perkins
Hardeman, rev ., 309-310
"Wilderness Sanctuary, " by Donald F.
Gillespie, 238-241
Willamette Valley, Ore., 185, 192
Willard, Emma, 154
Williams, H.H.N., 68
Williams, Isaac, 278, 279, 282, 283
Williams, John, 177
Williams, Roger, 222
Wine indu st ry, California, 161 -164
passim, 391
Winship, Winn, 18
Winta Indians, 180
Winthrop, John, 221
Wisconsin, education in, 145-147, 150157 passim
Wisconsin Female College, see Downer
College
Wodehouse, P.G. , 30
Wolfe, Archdeacon, 56
Wolfe, Linnie Marsh, 265
Women, in education, see 145-160
"Women of the Ministry," by Martha
Rowlett, 61 -70
Wood, Arthur, 301
Wood, R. Coke, rev. of Jackson, A British
Ranchero in Old California, 97; rev. of
Outland, Man-Made Disaster, 203-204;
rev. of Summers, ed., Brand Book
Number Five, San Diego Corral of the
Westerners, 412
Woodbridge, Ca., 211
Wool, John E., 191
Work, John, 208
Wright, Albert 0., 153
Wylly, Thomas S., "Westward Ho - In
'49," Part I, 71-96; Part II, 120-144;
Part III, 274-297; Part IV, 327-352

Wylly, Thomas S., III, ed., "Westward
Ho - in '49," Part I, 71-96; Part II,
120-144; Part III, 274-297; Part IV,
327-352

- YYakima Indians, 185, 189, 190
Yana Indians, 180
Yaple, Perry, 166
Yokut Indians, 391
Yosemite Valley, Ca., 263, 264, 265

-ZZamyatin, Eugen, 2: Insert 23
Zartman, Betty, 68
Zeimer, Kate, 19, 20
Zeligs , Meyer A., 2: Insert 17
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The)' made Los Angeles the "Cit)' of Dreams.''

THOSE POWERFUL YEARS
Joseph S. O'Floherty
THE SOUTH COAST AND LOS ANGELES, 1887-1917

Author of An End and a Beginning: The South Coast and Los
Angeles, 1850-1887
Boom ! The very word was magic. The visions of instant prosperity it
conjured up lured hundreds of thousa nds of Americans to leave
home for the rewards that loomed among the dusty streets and
primitive dwellings of Los Angele s. The year was 1887. Los
Angeles, with a population of 12,000 was the cente r of a speculative migration that reenacted the days of frenzy surrounding Sutter's Mill a generation earlier.
The boom quickly fizzled. But in its wake was a residue of
energy and enthusiasm that prepared the way for a healthier- if
less flamboyant-growth of prosperity. The speculators who remained poured their venturesome soul s into the development of
argicu lture, commerce, oil wells, and eventua lly motion pictures.
Most of them lived to see the fruits of their commitment. Many
prospered beyond what they dared to hope in '87.
62 rare photos. Notes, biblio., index.
$12.00
Al so avai lable as a compan ion volume
AN END AND A BEGINNI NG: The South Coast and Los Angeles,
1850-1887. Illustrated, index.
$7.50
Order direct from the publisher
EXPOSITION PRESS, INC., Dept. TPH
Hicksville, N.Y. 11801
(516) 822-5700
Prepaid plus 75c P&H per copy. In N.Y. add sa les tax .

